
The writing and re-writing of this book spanned several years. The research 
presented in it took many more. Though most of my material was gathered in 
the 2010s, the oldest fieldwork notes in fact date back to 2000 – Sri Lanka 
was a different place then, and I was less than half the age I am now. My own 
maturation as an academic has occurred alongside the gestation of this book, and 
therefore the list of people who have helped me in this process is long. 

Above all, Sri Lankans from all kinds of backgrounds have met me with 
a generous kindness. In Adivasipuram, Sampur, Trincomalee, Jaffna, Colombo 
and many other places. Many of them shared details that were intimate, painful 
or distressing. Some of these encounters involved risks or hardship. Thankfully, 
many also involved jokes, enthusiasm and heartfelt connections.

Several persons were instrumental in helping me navigate Sri Lanka’s 
convoluted landscape of insurgency and postwar transition. First and foremost, 
I want to acknowledge Shahul Hasbullah, to whom I have dedicated this book. 
His friendly generosity and depth of knowledge have guided me, right from 
when we first met in 2008 until after his sudden death in 2018. I would also 
like to mention Jeremy, Jasmy, Deen and Munazir, each of whom made a vital 
contribution to my fieldwork – helping me get access, arrange interviews, find 
documents, clarify what’s going on, translate, making me feel welcome, keeping 
me safe.

There is a handful of people who have left a strong mark on the way I think, 
how I work and how I write. Apart from Hasbullah, these are Georg Frerks (who 
was omnipresent in the early stages of my career and remained a dear colleague 
ever since), Jonathan Goodhand (who guided me into a much larger, international 
research community), Benedikt Korf (who facilitated my conversion from a hit-
and-run consultant into an academic), and Jonathan Spencer (who remains my 
main source of inspiration and aspiration, in terms of dedication to Sri Lanka, 

Acknowledgements

Published online by Cambridge University Press



crafting research that is driven by ideas and curiosity rather than academic 
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