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ST AUGUSTINE’S SERMON ON PSALM XXXIII—III

TrANSLATED BY EDMUND HILL, O.P.

HE eyes of the Lord are upon the just’; no need to be
afraid then of your difficulties; the Lord’s eyes are on
m you. ‘And his ears are open to their prayers.” What
Or¢ could you want? If the complaints of a slave in a large
S:uSeh(_)ld didn’t reach the head of the family, he would have
Mething further still to complain about, and say: “What we
Ve to put up with here, and nobody takes any notice of us!’
OU cannot say about God, can you, “The things I endure and
© one takes any notice’?>—Well, if he did take any notice of me,
gerhaPS you will say, he would remove my troubles for me. I
y()mourland Tam in trouble.—Youjust keep to his ways, and when
o lsltizlllre in trouble, he will notice it. But he is a doctor, and there
g something or other festering in you. You yell, but he
A ¢ on cutting, and he doesn’t ease off until he has cut as much
Otie considers necessary. Indeed, it is the doctor who takes any
Cfueie of a man’s yells and spares the festering wound, that is the
e one. How mothers scrub their children in the baths! Don’t
: ttle things just howl under their hands! And do you call the
thers cruel because they don’t pay any attention to their tears
m thet them off? On the contrary, surely, they are just full of
. er-love. Yet the little boys bellow, and are not let off. In
liste;ame way our God is full of charity. But he appears not to
T 0 us, so that he can cure us and spare us for eternity.
to € eyes of the Lord are upon the just, and his ears are open
“If prayers.” So the bad men say, perhaps, ‘It’s quite safe then
o e to do ‘wrong, because the eyes of the Lord aren’t on me.
Why IS busy just now with the just, he isn’t looking at me, so
fever. I do I can do safely.” The Holy Ghost knows the way
minds work, so he added immediately: ‘But the Lord’s
mmten:nce ;}sl upon those who do wrong, to efface their memory
< carth .
e};lhe Just clamoured and the Lord heard them out, and pulled
out of all their troubles.” The three young men were just;1

the
clamoured to the Lord from the fiery furnace, and the
an, jj;
L 49.
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€n S
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224 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

flames cooled off as they sang his praises. The fire could
approach and harm the innocent and just young men as they
praised God, and he pulled them out of the fire. Someone
say, ‘There you do have a case of some just men who were r¢ y
listened to. But I have clamoured, and he hasn’t pulled me out:
Either then I am not just, either I am not doing what he tells mé
or perhaps he doesn’t see me.” Don’t worry, just do what he t€
you, and if he doesn’t pull you out bodily, he certainly
spiritually. He rescued the three young men from the fire, but
did he rescue the Maccabees? from the fire too? The one 19
sang hymns in the flames, the others died in the flames. Wasn_:
the God of the three young men also the God of the Maccabe?®*
He pulled one lot out but not the other. He saved the three youn?
men in such a way that even the fleshly, worldly-minded were
‘flabbergasted. But he refrained from saving the Maccabees in f
way, so that their persecutors, who thought they had suppress® i
God’s martyrs, would have all the severer punishment. He p ¢
Peter out, when he was chained in prison and the angel came an
said to him, ‘Get up and go out’,3 and the chains were sud
broken and he followed the angel out. But you don’t SuPPosi
Peter had stopped being a just man, do you, when God did 00
save him later on from the cross? And didn’t he in fact save hi"
then, too? Of course he did. Or do you think he lived 2 long
time merely in order to become unjust? Perhaps he heard au
to better effect the second time, when he pulled him out ¢ .
his afflictions, than the first time, when he saved him from pris©
only to endure so much later on. The second time God sent
where he could never suffer wrong any more. J
‘The Lord is beside those who have bruised their hearts, an
he will bring the humble of spirit safely through.” God is hig ¢
up, the Christian must be humble and lowly. If he wantS
high God to be his neighbour, he must humble himself low do,wn .
This is a great mystery, brothers. God is high above cverythm%;
you draw yourself up to your full height and you still ca®®.
reach him; you humble yourself and he comes down to YO‘; ¢
person. ‘Many are the troubles of the just.” Did he ever says
reason Christians should be just and listen to my words, lsha"
avoid having troubles’? He never made any such promise-

not

2 II Macc. vi, 3.
3 Acts xii, 7.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50269359300013781 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300013781

ST AUGUSTINE'S SERMON ON PSALM XXXIII 225

Bfedld&y is, ‘Many are the troubles of the just’. Indeed, if they

unjust they may well have fewer troubles; if they are just,

. 2;21}’- But the others, .after fe_:w or 1o troubles will come into
e asting trouble; while the just will come after many troubles
againeVCrlastmg peace, where they will never suffer any wrong
be g‘e}{«f)rsl preserves all their bones, and not one of them shall
on ushed.” This should not be _taken literally either, brothers.

lrnnes are the firmness of the faithful. As our bones make for
Xess . our bodies, so faith makes for firm qualities in a

. 8tan sou]. The patience and endurance which come with

rok are ‘the soul’s inner bones. It is these b?nes which cannot be
ou fn- Not one of them shall be crushed.” If he said this about
is talkord, as is also foreshadowed §omew}}ere else, where there
of iy 31‘]13011? killing the larpb, and‘1t says, Do not break a bone
camg then it wqs fulfilled literally in his case, because when they
bre & ill}d found him dead on the cross already,' they d}d not
Made S 16g§, to fulfil what was _wr1tten.4 But this promise was
one, to Christians as well as Christ. The Lord preserves all their
ome” not one of therp shall be broken. So, brothers, if we see
for eXgOOd holy man in trouble, and so cut about by a doctor,
toke ample, or so beaten up in a persecution that his bones_ are
CCau:’ Wwe must not say, ‘This man cannot have been just,
the; be thfi Lord promlsed. his just ones he would preserve all
Which <I>nes - Do you want it provgd that he meant other bones,
Utay, Faﬂ the firm qualities of falth, pamely, patience and en-
our Lce éfl all troubles? You can see it illustrated in the story of
eitheror s passion. He was crucified with two thieves, one on

. WSidC of him. One jeered at him, the other believed in him;
as

both h

condemned, the other justified; one had his punishment
‘An, ®re and in the next world, the other was told by our Lord:
bothenfl tell you, you shall be in paradise with me today’.5 Yet
ve ©f them had their legs broken. So there you are; couldn’t he
in eCgresel‘ved the good thief ’s bones? The Lord answers: ‘I did
be |, Preserve them, because the firmness of his faith could not

oToken by the blows which broke his legs’.
br()the death of sinners is the worst possible.” Now remember
e1s all that [ have been saying. Truly the Lord is great, and
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great is his mercy, who truly gave us his body to eat, in which he
suffered for us, and his blood to drink. How do you suppose l}c
regards nasty-minded people who say, “That man died a hort!
death, eaten by beasts; he can’t have been a just man, that’s }E
he came to such an unpleasant end’? He wouldn’t have died, ©
course otherwise ¢h? And so the other man who dies at hom®
in his bed is just, is he?—That’s exactly what puzzles me; 1 kno¥
all about his wicked deeds, yet he died a good death in his an .
home, not being carried off in his prime, or dying an exile in ?
distantland.—But listen; ‘the death of sinners is the worst possib €:
What you consider a good death is the worst possible, if you co%,
only see inside. You only see the outside, the man lying in
bed; can you see inside, where he is being carried off to hell? L1
ten, brothers, and discover from the gospel what is the worst Poes(i
sible death. There were two men, weren't there, one rich, clot?®”
in purple and fine linen, who used to feast sumptuously every day;
the other poor, who used to lie at the rich man’s gate cover® 1
with sores which the dogs used to come and lick, and he long®,
to be filled with the crumbs which fell from the rich ma®’}
table. It happened that the poor man died (he was a just man, ¢ '
poor fellow) and was carried away by angels to Abraha™,
bosom.6 But people who saw his body lying at the rich m‘mc
doorstep with no one to bury it, what do you suppose they W&
saying? ‘So may that enemy of mine perish; oh, to see that ™
who torments me lying like this!” His body is desecrated ”
spat on, there is a stench from its wounds—and he is at rCﬁ"
Abraham’s bosom. If we are Christians we must believe it, 1’ w
don’t believe it brothers, don’t let us pretend to be Chf}Sﬂ a'
Faith is our guide. Things are as our Lord said they are. Oris W g
the astrologers tell you true, and what Christ tells you untf* f
And what sort of death did the rich man die? A splendid one; Y°

may be sure, a most magnificent death in purple and fine hner-l;

And what a funeral he would have had, what spices to bury .
corpse in! But he was in hell in torment, and when he Wa?:he
just a drop of water to drip on his tongue from the finger © iy
despised poor man, he did not obtain it. So learn what it £€ "
means to say ‘the death of sinners is the worst possible’, and oe
judge by the beds draped in fine covers, and the body wr2PP
in a small fortune, and the official mourners, and the weeP

6 Luke xvi, 19.
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gln&ﬂy, the crowd escorting the body on its way, and the marble
. ¢d monument, If you go by these things, they will mislead
You Into thinking that the death—not of slight sinners, but of
N Y wicked men, is the best possible, seeing that they have
goanaged to die and be buried in such style. Judge instead by the
Spel, and it will show your faith the rich man’s soul burningin
anzpum§hments of hell, not helped in the least by the lasthonours
Stvices which the vanity of theliving has paid his dead body.
innm there are many different sorts of sinners, and not to be a
. Ll hard, perhaps indeed impossible in this life; so he goes on
Po:’;ﬁdlately to explain just what sort of sinners have the worst
: ,17 le death. ‘And those who hate the just one, he says, shall
just l}at Just one, if not him who justifies the ungodly? What
) one, if not the Lord Jesus Christ, who is also the appeasement -
a0 5ins?8 Those who hate him then have the worst possible
» because they die in their sins, not being reconciled through
10 our God. For ‘the Lord will redeem his servants’ souls’.
it ﬁ_Whether the worst possible or the best, is to be understood
mena ects the soul, not as it happens to overtake the body in what
hope ¢onsider mean or magnificent circumstances. ‘And all who
ust 10 him shall not fail.” There is the limited measure of human
€€ and virtue for you; since this mortal life, whatever progress
lhstrila € in it, cannot be free from serious shortcomings, at
. L1t not fail in this, hoping in him namely, in whom is the
S1on of sins, Amen.

TR,
m, §
3 IJth i;’: 25.
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