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The thirteenth biannual meeting of the German
Political Science Association took place Octo-
ber 1-5, 1979 in Augsburg, Bavaria. Of the 900
members of the association, only about 225
came to Augsburg; most of the big names were
absent. At a time when political science in
Germany (seen by many as a leftist discipline)
finds it difficult to maintain its position in
universities against the competition from soci-
ology, current history, and economics, it was
surprising to see so few members in attendance.
Also, German political scientists are finding it
difficult to convert their skills into careers.
Teacher training, which until recently provided
employment opportunities for many graduating
political scientists, is no longer a promising
outlet as Germany, too, is facing a teacher-glut.
While Thomas Ellwein, University of Constance
and President of the Association, called atten-
tion to this problem, panels to explore new job
and career prospects were lacking.

Only one of the general themes of the meet-
ing—the political consequences of reduced eco-
nomic growth—provided opportunities for an
overall assessment of the state of German
society after 30 years of postwar development.
For the most part the panels, which often
seemed to reflect a Proporz among the major
ideological tendencies, contained papers from
neatly carved out subfields and specialties. The
theme of reduced growth was examined for its
impact on values and expectations, the legal
system, the behavior of the major interest
groups, international relations, social policy,
local governments, and ethics and philosophy.
Most would agree that this was probably a most
exhaustive treatment.

Two other general themes dealt with the
Europeanization of political parties and the
influence of the media on elections. Those
present at the conference spent most of their
time in specialist work groups. At feast half of
the papers lacked any empirical data or ap-
proaches and while the discussion of empirical
research showed a growing sophistication in
matters of data manipulation and statistics, this
was combined with latent skepticism toward
their usefulness. Approaches and concepts de-
veloped by American political scientists seem to
find their way rather quickly into German
academic debate. Evaluation research, for
example, has already attracted a German fol-
lowing which gathered at a special workshop.

To someone familiar with American social
science conventions, the personal hostilities and
ideological issues that surfaced in frequent
exchanges would be most surprising and per-
haps a bit disturbing. German political science,
once ideological and overly descriptive, has now
moved into the isolation and arrogance of
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overspecialization. As Professor Ellwein said,
“This lack of cross-fertilization and internal
discussion weakens our discipline.” It was a
warning not only to the young specialists but
also to the senior chair-holders at home in their
private ivory towers.
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IMPORTANT NEW BOOKS FROM HARPER & ROW
The Master Thinker S Andre Glucksmann

In this provocative manifesto from one of the fathers of France’s
“New Philosophy,’ Glucksmann maintains that European philoso-
phy, in particular German idealism, spawned the modern totali-
tarian state. He argues that Fichte, Hegel, Nietzsche and Marx,
building on a German climate of thought and a mythology that
existed long before them, laid the foundation that led to the “be-

ginning of the final solutions of the twentieth century!’
hardcover, $12.50

Barbarism with a Human Face
Bernard-Henri Levy

The most publicized new philosopher of France offers a personal
and impassioned exposition of the failure of philosophy — espe-
cially Marxist philosophy and its exponents such as Sartre—to
explain history. “...exciting but exasperating..."— The New York
Times Book Review paperback CN745, $3.95

Forthcoming this spring;:

The Socialist Phenomenon

Igor Shafarevich
introduction by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

Shafarevich is a citizen and resident of the USSR, a mathema-
tician of international reputation and a member of the Committee
for the Defense of Human Rights. He examines the phenomenon
of socialism in the broadest historical context, tracing the idea
of communality from the earliest times to the present in a devas-
tating criticism of socialism that will prompt heated discussion

among Marxists and non-Marxists alike. hardcover, $15.00
Marxism After Marx
David McClellan

From one of the most respected scholars in the field comes this
major study of the evolution and development of Marxism over
the last hundred years. Comprehensive in scope, meticulously
researched and unparalleled in content, this book will provide
an invaluable reference for students and professionals for years
to come. hardcover, $15.00

Will the Soviet Union Survive Until 198472

Revised and Expanded Edition / Andrei Amalrik

At the dawn of the 1980s, Soviet dissident Andrei Amalrik's
somber prophecy on the future of the Soviet Union — first written
ten years ago — shows a remarkable understanding of history and
a perceptive analysis of Soviet society in light of the events of the
past decade. To his original essay he has added an introduction
and several related articles describing his imprisonment and the
events of ensuing years. Together, they provide a fascinating
perspective on the precarious balance of world power.
paperback CN732, $5.95

10 E.53d St.. New York 10022

-ii Harper & Row
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