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THE GOSPEL IN COMMONPLACE ENGLISH

EDMUND HILL, O.P.

THE translation of two sections of the Gospel which is
given below is an experiment of a sort that seems quite

, popular nowadays. Its purpose is to make the Gospel strike
^glish reader with the same kind of impact, the same force

, that it would have had upon the Greek-speakers for
i d i l i I i l h

tyU p p
. °m it was immediately written. It is an attempt to clear the
jj I ns&"laden air of nineteen centuries, to find the Gospels

^rilid d d i d
ls unem-jj I n s &"l p

sa j ^ritualized; yes, unconsecrated and stripped of the
jo- Vestments with which every generation has adorned them,
that- u t solemnizing process is in any way to be regretted, or
sj Reversions which it has influenced are bad versions. They are
fr i °* a proper reverence for what is holy. But the shock of a
Win e n c ? u n t e r with the Gospels, of experiencing their essential
adv 6SS.m *ts crude simplicity, naked and unadorned by the
rea(j-

 l t lOus hallowings of" Christian piety, may help to give the
fp, § °r those more august versions a greater value.

P°ssiKl e x P e " m e n t is governed by three rules: to be as literal as
^Wh t ' t 0 a s m o ^ e r n a s possible; and to avoid the use of words
^ani aVC c o m e restricted, more or less, to a special religious
Greeu ^' ^ ^ a v e ^ost those everyday associations which their
<^essed>U^L1 Possessed—words such as 'grace', 'glory', 'heaven',
e3taint)] ' rP^Z e '> persecute', 'gospel', 'edify' (this last is an
has ber * W o r d that by losing contact with its original meaning

1^ P o s i t i l i l d i ) A f h b l h by g g g
Positively misleading). A further sub-rule has been to

Greek i.eW Or •^•ramaic words which were not translated into
SuSgesti r^ amen> gehenna, and wliich must have given that
Prefac- °* the foreign which writers convey for example by
*Orreur' ^

 a , renchman's remarks with 'Eh bien, 'C'est vrai', 'Quel
G f J L So fo r th- Rules (i) and (2) go together, because the

C ^ d l i d d

eek0fJL Rules (i) and (2) go t o g e e , e
k V u W C W ^ e s t a m e n t was a very modern language, indeed
'klical B r ?e ' W i t l a n o n e o f t h e § e n t l e old-world dignity of

e^°rts tr> ^ S t ^ *ess ^ y °̂ " the pedantry of contemporary
u reproduce it.
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218 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST AND THE VISIT OF THE MAGI. (Matt, i, 18-3J

Now the origin* of Jesus Christ was like this. His mother Mary was
engaged to Joseph, and before they came together she was found to
be with child of the Holy Ghost.2 Joseph her husband, though, being
a just man and not wanting to make a butt of her, made up his mind to
break it off with her privately. But as he was thinking about it all.
look a messenger of the 3 Lord's appeared to him by dream and said*
'Joseph, son of David, don't be afraid of taking your wife Mary to your-
self; you see, it's of the Holy Ghost, what is begotten in her. N ° ^
she'll bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he it is who
shall save his people from their sins.' This of course has happen^
entirely in order to fulfil what had been told by the Lord through thjj
prophet, who said, 'Look, the maiden shall be with child, and she shau
bear a son, and they'll call his name Emmanuel, which means
translation God with us.' On waking up from his sleep, then, J°seP
did as the Lord's messenger had ordered him, and he took his wife
himself, and he never knew her until she bore a son, and he called
name Jesus. c

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judaea in the days
Herod the king, look, some wizards from eastern parts arrived
Jerusalem, who said, 'Where is the new-born king of the Jews? For
saw his star in the East, and we came to worship him.' King Hero »
course, was disturbed when he heard this, and all Jerusalem
him, and he brought together all the chief priests and scholars o
people and enquired of them where the Christ was to be born- /
told him, 'In Bethlehem in Judaea, for that is how it's written t h r O j j ^ t

the prophet, "And you Bethlehem land of Juda are not at all the sma ^
among the leaders of Juda. For out of you one shall come out to
who shall be shepherd to my people Israel." ' Then Herod called ^
wizards privately and ascertained from them the exact tune ° , ng
star's appearing, and he said as he sent them to Bethlehem, G° ^ ^
and investigate exactly about the infant; but bring me word as so ^
ever you find him, so that I can come and worship him too. Along ^

1 This word, instead of lacking the everyday associations of the Greek, » ^ gosP*
convey its special religious allusion. The Greek word hgenesis; the first words o ^ ^
are 'Book of genesis of Jesus Christ'. Thus by the mere use of this phrase, w*Ug£ jU
here as he proceeds from the genealogy to the story of our Lord's b i r t h , . ^ g
suggests that in Christ a new creation is being made, a new line of descent is ^ ^ ^
to replace descent from Adam. The phrase 'book of genesis' occurs at ^ " " V of g60

is the book of genesis of heaven and earth', and at Genesis 5, I, 'This is the DO
of men, in the day that God made Adam'. . . Breath. vl

2 If I were to be consistent with my rules, I should translate this as i}oi', t (he i<kj
would sound not unusual merely, but ridiculous. But it's worth noting t ^ ^ j
breath supplies the metaphor on which all our most theological concep
Ghost are built up. , ;_,,
3 The Greek just says 'of Lord's', not 'of the Lord's'. 'Lord' is m fact "e
proper name, standing for the ineffable tetragrammaton.
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THE GOSPEL IN COMMONPLACE ENGLISH 219
eilt, then, on hearing this, and look the star which they had seen in
e East led them on until it came and stopped above where the infant
as On seeing the star, of course, they were as glad as glad could be.
nd on coming into the house they saw the infant with his mother

1 ary> and they fell and worshipped him; and opening up their coffers
Y offered him presents of gold and gums and spices. And on being

artied by dream not to turn back to Herod, they departed to their
™& country by another road.

° w when they had departed, look a messenger of the Lord's
inf ^ ^ dream to Joseph and says, 'Wake up and take along the
y _ a n d its mother, and escape into Egypt, and be there till I tell
^ 1'. o r Herod is going to be looking for the infant to destroy it.' On
deri ^jU? t^len ^ e t 0 t^le "1^an t a n d lts m o t n e r along at night, and
tofif] *n t o Egyp^ a n ^ n e was there until Herod's decease, in order
'It ty W ^ a t ^ been told by the Lord through the prophet, who said,
*de !? ° U t °^ Egypt I called my son.' Then Herod was very angry
Out

 e ,*,. n he saw he had been fooled by the wizards, and he sent

k°urh A a W a y W " ^ a ^ ^ e ^ ° ^ S ^ B e t k k n e r n a n ( l i n ^ i t s neigh-
he ha(f° m t w o years old and under, according to the exact time
told ti

 a s c e r t a m e d from the wizards. Then was fulfilled what had been
]^ a t n

 h r o u gh Jeremias the prophet, who said, 'A voice was heard in
and sh' Cryin& anc^ much lamentation, Rachel crying for her children,

J<J W ° n o t ^ e comforted because they are not.'
^rearn ° n ^ e r o < i ' s decease, look a messenger of the Lord's appears by
infan ta

OjJoseph in Egypt and says, "Wake up and take along the
W e aft ^mothe r and go along to the land of Israel; for those who

infant ;f.infant>s ^ a r e d e a d - ' O n waking up, then, he took
i f11 " s mother along, and came into the land of Israel. On

^ A h l d d f h
aritio

father H
f g

Y^1' t^at Archilaus was reigning in Judaea instead of his
d ' WaS a^rai<^ t o ? ° ^ac^" ' ^ut o n ^eing w a m e ^ ^h e d ' WaS a^rai<^ t o ? ° ^ac^" ' ^ut o n ^eing w a m e ^ ^

in Pa r t ed to the district of Galilee, and he came and settled
h 4 . t O w n cal led Nazareth; so as to fulfil what had been told

e Pr°phets, that he should be called a Nazaraean.

0 M T H E SERMON ON THE MOUNT. (Matt. 5, 3-20; 6, 19-

H a p p y t h e . 34;7,i3-29.)
^PPV tli ^ ° ° r ^n sP*"t> because theirs is the kingdom of the skies;

C°mforted;
 W h o a r e sad> because they are the ones who'll be

Ppy t i
th^PPy those^l!6' kCCause t h e y a r e t h e o n e s w n o ' H inherit the land;

e °1es wVî 'n a r e hungry and thirsty to be just, because they are
WiloU eat their fill;
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220 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

Happy the kind-hearted, because they are the ones who'll be kindly
dealt with;

Happy the clean in heart, because they are the ones who'll see Goo!
Happy the peace-makers, because they are the ones who'll be calls"

God's sons;
Happy those who are harried for the sake of justice, because theirs is

the kingdom of the skies;
Happy are you whenever they inveigh against you and harry y°u

and tell every lie there is against you for my sake. Be glad and enjoy
yourselves, because there's a lot of pay for you in the skies; for y°u

see that is how they harried the prophets who came before you.
You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt goes flat, what shall it

be salted with? It's good for nothing any more except to be throw11

outside and trampled on by men. You are the light of the world; a

town cannot be hidden when it's set on top of a mountain; nor do y°®
light a candle and put it under the bread-bin, but on the candlestick
and it shines on all in the house. Let your light shine like that in fr°n

of men, so that they may see your fine deeds and may acclaim y°u

Father in the skies.
Don't assume that I came to break up the law or the prophets,

didn't come to break up, but to complete. Amen I tell you, until tB
sky and the earth pass away, not a single dot or a single squiggle sn
pass away from the law, until all things have happened. So whoev
breaks a single one of the smallest of these instructions, and teaches ta
like that, shall be called smallest in the kingdom of the skies; D0^
whoever performs and teaches them, such a man shall be called gr

in the kingdom of the skies. For I tell you that unless your justice
more plentiful than that of the scholars and Pharisees, you shall certatf11/
not come into the kingdom of the skies. . . . ,

Don't hoard treasures for yourselves on the earth where ther
moth and rust to spoil things, and where there are thieves to dig "ui'"*»j
and steal. But hoard treasures for yourselves in the sky where tne

neither moth nor rust to spoil things, and where there are no true
to dig through and steal. Your heart, too, you see, will be there W
your treasure is. The eye is the body's torch; so if your eye is ^ d y
your whole body will be lit up, but if your eye is evil your whole ^
will be darkened. So if the light in you is dark, what must the
be ? No one can be a slave to two lords, because either he'll hate
and love the other, or else he'll stand by one and look down on j
other; you cannot be slaves to God and to mammon. Thats
tell you, don't worry about your soul what you'll have to eat or ^
you'll have to drink; or about your body what you'll have to wear- ^
soul is something more than the food, isn't it, or the body tha0
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^ g ^ k e a look at the birds of the sky, how they don't sow and
ey don't reap and they don't gather into store houses, and your sky
trier feeds them; aren't you worth rather more than they? Who is
e r e ainong you, anyway, who can add a single inch to his stature by

j.]. rrymg» And why worry about clothing? Take note how the wild
es grow; they don't labour and they don't spin, but I tell you that

th CVen S ° l o m o n at the height of his fame was dressed like one of
jj se" Well, then, if that's how God clothes the wild grass which is
r if tQday and is thrown in the furnace tomorrow, won't he much
^ e r clothe you, little-faiths > And so don't worry and say, 'What are
cau ° i.at ° r w h a t a r e we to drink, or what are we to dress with?' Be-
y0

 Se 'hese are all the things that the nations are dead set on. After all,
y r s^y Father knows that you need all these things. But first of all set
all tl, r t s o n £he kingdom of God and his justice, and you'll have
bee GSe ^Bs thrown in. So don't worry about tomorrow, then,
to h SC t O m o r r o w will worry about itself. Today is quite bad enough

o e going on with

tyjJ I l l e m through the narrow gate, because it's a broad gate and a
H o r°(?nr5'' r o a d which leads off to destruction, and many there are
a roaf0 u"- o u §h it; because it's a narrow gate and a tight squeeze of
°f fal ^ leads off to life, and few there are who find it. Be careful
they Prophets who are coming to you in sheep's clothes, but inside
Vou j f e , r a v aging wolves. You'll recognize them from their fruits.ou j , g g
yoU; .•P,'11 P^k bunches of grapes off thorns, or figs off thistles, do
Produ e v e r y good tree produces fine fruit, but every rotten tree
free be

 es P O o r fruit. A good tree cannot bear poor fruit, nor a rotten
Cut out j e / r u * t - ^ v e r y t r e e which doesn't produce fine fruit is being

g . is being thrown on the fire. There you are, then, you'llreCOg . g thrown on the fire. There you are, then, youll

'Lord T ^ J. m k ° m Z^T frui£s- ^ isn>t everybody who says to me
does î r ' l " a t : will come into the kingdom of the skies, but whoever
Hie Oll t t °f my Father in the skies. There will be many saying to
throty a t day, 'Lord, Lord, didn't we prophesy in your name, and

e,' . j e v i l s in your name, and do many deeds of power in your
f n * s ^ a^niit to them that 'I never got to know you;

So . r o n a m e . you who work lawlessness'.
e e V e r ^ ° n e W ^ ° listens to these words of mine and practises

a sensible man w ^ ° built llis house on tlie
And V.
and u I a " 1 P o u r e c ' down and the rivers came up and the wind
d ^ ^ U P o n t^iat house, and it didn't fall down. It was

if ^ t ineZT ^ ° n t^le r o c^" ^n<^ e v e r y o n e listening to these words
his h n O t Pr a c t i s i ng them will turn out like a stupid man who

Use o n the sand. And the rain poured down and the rivers
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222 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

came up and the winds blew and they struck upon that house, and #
fell down, and a terrific fall it was.

And it so happened when Jesus had finished these words, the crowd*
were astounded over his teaching; for there he was, teaclaing them as *
he had authority, and not like their scholars.

THE LITTLE BROTHERS OF THE POOR

AELRED SQUIRE, O.P.

WHEN our Lord Jesus Christ sat down to his last supP
he did so, as he had done during all his earthly ministry'
not as a host at a table of his very own, but as a guest

the house of another. He who could, had he wished, have turtte

stones into bread, was content to share the lot of those who fia

passed beyond being able to help themselves, and who enrich
lives of others by receiving from them. He did this for our ^ ^ ^
tion. Giving and receiving is a reciprocal action. In that ac
humility whereby he, the master, washed his disciples' feet, »e .
forth in a final and unmistakable fashion what he had previo
been teaching: that his disciples were to love one another »
had loved them, stooping to each other's lowliest needs, c h e r ^
each other with a really personal devotion. In this way they W°
always find him with them. The saints have continuously e * P j
enced the truth of his words, discovering him in the sic*
wretched, in the casual stranger at the door. Thus Martm
Christ wearing the cloak he gave to the beggar; 'for the V°°\Lg,
have always with you'. No Christian is ignorant of this do ^
yet it is given to some to realize it vividly, pre-eminently- A B ^
them an irresistible vocation. This is the impulse behind the ^ t

of the Little Brothers of the Poor. The founder describes 1
veritable 'passion for the poor'. ;

It was at Easter 1946 that the first 'little brother'
parcels to thirty aged people in a poor quarter of Paris. Q{
by himself, he carried hot meals twice a week to the ho ^
those whom the immensely increased cost of living .^$
scarcely able to keep body and soul together. From the b g
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