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FOUNDATIONS OF THOMISTIC PHILOSOPHY. By A. D. Sertil- 
langes, O.P. Translated by Cidfrey Anstruther, O.P. 
(London, Sands ; pp. 255 ; 3/6.) 

This translation of Les Gvandes Thkses de la Philosophie 
thonriste, depressingly bound but pretty accurately printed, is 
the latest addition to the Catholic Library of Religious Znstritc- 
tion. Pere Sertillanges is a prominent figure in the French 
Thomist renaissance, and his book is a useful introduction to 
St. Thomas’ philosophy, neither a rds.ir~nd nor a specialist treat- 
ise, but an attempt to present its broad plan to the ordinary 
intelligent reader. And not without success, despite lapses into 
technicality. The entrance into metaphysics is made in the 
second chapter, B e k g  and Knowledge;  the assimilation of 
reality through knowledge is described, but explicit treatment 
of Being, its nature and properties and principles, is lacking. 
In orderly arrangement, chapters follow on God, Creation, Pro- 
iidence, Nature and Life ,  the Hiininn Soul, and Morality. This 
last is a trifle sketchy, but even so it indkates the sublimated 
hedonism of St. Thomas’s moral theory, in which duty and 
reward represent the proper development of human activity, 
not an arbitra:.!; imperative and sanction imposed from without. 

The translator has successfully nrestled v:ith a difficult style. 
His translation. n:hich on the whole reads quite well, tempers 
some of the unfortunate mannerisms of the original, for instance 
the unconcsiously half-contemptuous tone sometimes used in 
referring to opposing views. and wisely omits the lyricisms 
which remind the r e~ iewer  of the nineteenth century pages of 
French verse anthologies. S t .  Thomas and Victor Hugo are 
not altoq-ether conzenial. in style at  least. Incidental errors 
of thought do not seem to be the translator’s. 

Perhaps an enterprising publisher will now give us a trans- 
lation of Pere 1Vi.bert’s able Essni de Afkfaphysique thomiste. 

N.W.T.G. 

ST. FR.WCIS OF ROME ASD HER TrarEs. By Irene Hernaman. 

-4 short life of the  Saint for those who prefer to see her] in 
her historical setting rather than from a psychological point of 
view. And to very nun! people the solid historical facts mill 
be more satisfying than the ingenious conjectures of the psycho- 
logist. 

(Burns, Oates & T\.‘ashbourne ; z / - ) .  
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