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PEACE!
Itrtup Evans, o.».

‘ EACE be upon you.” Our Lord’s greeting to his discip!®
after his resurrection from the dead is one of peace: forﬂf
new life has begun for all who believe in him, a life Od

eace. The old conflicts are over, the war is won; man is res]:Ofec

to God’s friendship, he is reconciled, redeemed. And this 15 h

work of Christ our Lord: he has triumphed over sin and des 2

through his own dying, and the barriers that separated men fro

God are broken down, the barriers of sin which no merely humisf

power could ever destroy. And peace begins: the peace of Chr

himself communicated now to all whom he has redeemed- o

But the peace that our Lord brings to man is very differ i
from the peace that is so often on men’s lips, the peace thatce’
simply the absence of conflict, an interval between wars. His Peaace

he tells us, is his legacy to those who believe in him—"My P

I leave with you, my peace I give unto you. . . . But not 3 s

world gives . . .. And during the days that remain befor e

ascension into heaven, when his work on carth will be ov¢® 20

instructs his disciples in the meaning of this new life of PCthC

which he has made available to men. He must return ©

Father, but yet he remains with us as long as time lasts— 0

with you all days, even to the consummation of the WOF Jof

but only if we believe in him: he who is the Eternal Wor

God, the Truth itself. oles B

So it is that our Lord’s greeting of ‘Peace’ to his ChsCllzgsSiorl
at once followed by a compelling lesson in what the Possﬁcves,
of that peace must really mean. To Thomas, who dls?co oUf

he shows the very wounds of his dying, the very pro° - 41"

redemption. And Thomas cried out, ‘My Lord and m¥ ¢ God®

all doubt is over, for here most plainly arc the marks oﬁfe put
love—nhis Son has died that we may live now, not anYhﬁSt ot
his own life communicated and given to us throug

Lord. All doubt is over—yet it is those who have no sectt a'?l ”

believed, says our Lord, who are blessed. All the generat o

. né!
1 The substance of an address broadcast from Hawkesyard Priory on the G€
seas Service by the B:B.C. on 16th May, 1954.
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g}% ﬁn_d women who are to come after, baptized into the Body
11st, made sharers in his death and resurrection—it is they
eco are blessed, it is they who are promised peace. And that is
. Ause they believe; because they accept God’s truth on God’s
word, notin their heads merely but in their hearts and for ever.
foo OfOVel: the world men speak of peace and long for it, but yet
i i) ten they don’t really know what it is they seek. The world
outl g gf every sort of division and fear; if only there were a way
Wha only there were peace! But the peace of Christ lies beyond
- the politicians can hope to achieve: it exists already and it
becal(:t be de_stro_yed. It exists because Christ exists: there is peace
nothi;e Christ himself has achieved it, and our faith in him owes
tlreag gbto the changes and chances of the world. Eternal life is
Pe Y begun for those who hear his word—and keep it.
3¢ and Faith: conflict over, and the absolute assurance that
g0nels made for more than a temporal hope which passes and is
lagg d yet so much hatred and hostility remain: creed and
Opé fCo our and race—Is the peace of Christians more than a
hovy, ¥ the future, an ideal that may be fulfilled some day, some-
> but here below an ideal only? Our Lord supplies the
» and especially during these days of his resurrected life
e i S € 1s concerned to build up the faith of his apostles whom
Owr(:on to leave. ‘I have overcome the world’, he says. He has
he tl}e furthest point of desolation and pain, of death itself:
Yot its 'Gected, betrayed and abandoned even by his chosen ones.
ingty,,, © Precisely these sufferings of his that have been the
Mogy glenFS of the peacc he brings. He shows his precious wounds,
l)elieve Otous now as the pledge of his love, the sign for all who
thargy, % him that peace means man’s incorporation in Christ,
0 the Bhis sufferings and death for love’s sake and at last sharing
glory of his resurrection too.
otame Alth is the condition of it all: the faith we ask for in the
Chajge Itllt of baptism by which we are grafted into the Body of
rard e falt_h which looks to everlasting lifc as its certain
Th&t Jo OUr joy no man takes from you’, our Lord has said.
Riny, Y Can never be taken awa , for Christ our Lord has
Phed once and for all over sin and death: they no |
i) dominion and for all over sin and death: they no longer
o fori g o over man any more. The joy is serenc and unshak-
3 ypes 20y within, rooted in Christ alone. You may have
pool where all is tumult and confusion; as the waters

a-nswe
W
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spin you think there could never be stillness here. And yet f
very centre of the whirlpool youmay see aleaforastick suspende®
absolutely motionless, completely still; surrounded by movﬁ‘f
ment and noise, but wholly at peace. So it is for the membet
Christ. He is in the world, he cannot escape from the nois¢ #
conflict so long as life lasts. And yet he can be at peace, he 5%
peace, if he remains constant in believing, if he sees his identlﬁa;
tion with Christ as meaning this—that the only thing that ma?
in the end is to preserve his faith and hope unshaken, for
source is Christ alone. He is our peace. o

And so our Lord appears to his apostles—and to all ¥

. .- . walr
believe in him, and promises them peace. He must go # Lo
soon they will be left alone, and yet never alone—for his wO™ 4
reconciling man to his Father goes on: it is the work of the C ur
now, the Body of Christ that everywhere and always gofﬁsg,
making present the work of Christ. For the peace of a Jodl
which passes all human understanding, is not merely an i et
hope: it is realized within the whole Body of Christ, he the s
and we the members, all one Body which exists to contiP®* 4
healing, redeeming work. That is why our Faith must be s0 Hr;ust
more than a private possession, more than a pcrsonal joy- Vel
work for the peace of Christ as members of Christ, howigin-
separated by time and space, language of culture, class OF O(f ¢
So today, when these words come to you from the heat® e
English countryside and are scattered over the immens¢ disth s
of air and occan, you with us here in this priory © ut;o
Hawkesyard are joined by more than the physical fact of 3 hop
that you hear. We are separated and yet we have 2 Smgz oW
The circumstances of our lives may vary just as the Jands v:;n n
vary, our problems may scem peculiarly those of the €© e petd
which we live. Yet bencath the differences there s 2 Smgr ol
that each one of us recognizes—the need for peace of heat 0 i
out of the maze of our own conflicts and of the larger ]
of the lands we know. The need is the same and in { Oo ot
that need is supplied for every one, too. For Ch”g sace I°
came on earth to reconcile all mankind to his Father: :? 2 ¢ sk
brings is peace to all who believe in him. Learn © ni;c, hﬂfct'
not only of Thomasjand the Apostles, but of all me? €7 <, hcarc
‘Be humble’, he says. ‘Recognize your need; see, 30 gnd pes”
will tell you that it is so—sce that you can never
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