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he mentions Observatio 81 (Rumler, pp. 45-7) where Rumler reproduced a letter?
written by his grandfather Achilles Gasser to Vesalius and the reply concerning a case
of aortic aneurysm (M. Roth, Andreas Vesalius Bruxellensis, 1892; cf. pp. 239, note 1;
301; 435, note 1, and the reproduction of the greater part of the Observatio 81 on
PP- 420-1, 435-6. See also C. D. O’Malley’s recent and long awaited Vesalius
biography (pp. 264-5, 406-7, 471, note 25).

This Vesalian item, dated 18 July 1557, preserved in Rumler’s case-history, is of
considerable medico-historical interest. The diagnosis of aortic aneurysm had been
made by Vesalius in 1555, when he was called in consultation to Leonhard Welser, in
Augsburg; it was a pulsating tumour near the dorsal vertebrae. The post-mortem by
the Augsburg physicians, two years later, has been very lucidly described, the
aneurysm being adherent to the spine and ribs, with destruction of the bony substance.
The coagulation process in the sac, stressed by Vesalius in his letter, foretells the later,
more elaborate, studies on thrombosis. All in all it is an unusual clinico-pathological
document, free of dull and medievally tinged discussions found in the other medical
Consilia by Vesalius, concise, without mannerism, Vesalius’ expression of joy over the
verification of his diagnosis being short and sincere.

It is very fortunate that Rumler, being a grandson of Achilles Gasser (a colleague
of Vesalius in 1555—7) and having access to his grandfather’s archives, has commu-
nicated this Vesalian jewel in his volume.
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SHERRINGTON—A LINK BETWEEN TWO CENTURIES: Correction

(Med. Hist., 1964, v, 122-136).

Dr. J. H. Dible has kindly pointed out that the Christian name of Boyce, the professor of
pathology at Liverpool at the time of Sherrington’s arrival there, should be Rubert, not Rupert
as his memorial plaque in the entrance hall of the medical school proclaims. As an entertaining
footnote about another of Sherrington’s friends mentioned in the article, Dr. Dible writes that
‘Albert Sidney Leyton, the “Demonstrator” who shared with Widal the discovery of the
diagnostic test for typhoid, was in those days Grunbaum. He changed his name to Leyton
during the First World War—a change which gave rise to a certain amount of punning amongst
his contemporaries.’
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