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SEVEN centuries ago, and barely a dozen years after his 
death, Doniiiiic C;uzmaii ~ v a s  raiscd to the altars of thc 
Church. He 1-osc in his ddy a s  a I I C W  star in the spiritual 
firliialriciit to Icad ivise iiicii to 'l'i.ut1i. And as of old the 
light that guided thc 'Three Kings brought them to the 
incarnate God in all tlic lightsome mystery of His helpless, 
new-born huniaiiity, so Doiiiinic Lroiii his rising until now 
has shone belorc nieii ;is a light to lead his fcllows to an 
understanding oE the truth ol nian's rclation to God re- 
vealed at Bethlehcm. It  is when nieii bccome wisc with the 
wisdom ol' this world that thcy tcnd to losc sight of that 
' foolishness of God ' which is wiser than nien; it  is when 
nien feel most 2trongly the urge to freedom of thought that 
they need a divinely appointed star to sliow them the way 
to that Truth,  God become man, which alone gives free- 
dom. 

It is a notable fact that when the mass of men become 
newly conscious of themselws, ol thcir needs, of their 
powers, they tend to err in their estimation of their own 
human nature, to separate body and soul, despising the 
one or the other. I n  Dominic's day this pcrennial heresy 
had permeated the ranks of the faithful in a recrudes,cence 
of manichaeism which regarded the body and thillgs cor- 
poreal as fathered by a supreme cause of evilt even as the 
soul was fashioned by a supreme cause of good. ?'here 
could be but one remedy to this heresy and the flood of 
viciousness which it let loose. The di\-ine humanity of the 
Incarnate God must demotistrate to them the truth about 
hUman nature, body and soul, and its worth in the eyes of 
God. So like a new David with his sling, Dominic went 
forth with his rosary of the Incarnation to slay his Goliath. 

Seven centuries are past and a new form of the ancient 
error has taken hold on our time. A new wisdom belonging 
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to this world has again falsified men’s appreciation of their 
own 11atui-e; body and soul are tor11 apart, but this time it 
is the body that ib exaltcd and the soul despised. Men 
seeking tor ireedoni are binding themselves with the 
shackles of iriatcrialisin, and the fabric of civilization is 
crumbling to its ruin. T h e  star of Dominic is needed more 
rirgently even than belore if this blind flight from God is 
not to end in chaos. T h e  truth i\.hich he taught more even 
by his life than by his word must Hame again in those who 
are called to this Apostolate. And what Catholic is not 
called? T h c  Holy Father has issued the summons to 
Catholic Action, and the csscntial foundation of all Catho- 
lic Action is a ChIistlikc like. Ac f io  sequilur esse. St. 
Dominic’s iiiission was crowned with success because he 
was, before all, of a sanctity that won for him the title of 
A f t e r  Cizrislus. For that reason this Seventh Centenary of 
the Church’s ollicial declaration of his holiness comes home 
with parLicular force, not only to the Brethren of his Or- 
der, but to the Church at large. 

0 L u m e n  Ecclesiae 
Doct o r V e  r i t u t is 
Praedicator Gratiae 
Nos junge beatis. 

EDITOR. 


