
Women and Colonial Law

This book introduces students of law and history to key colonial moments that 
have shaped women’s legal status up to the present day. It introduces students 
and general readers to the critical events and legal decisions that determined the 
place of women under law. It also introduces readers to terms that are critical to 
understanding women’s legal status in India today. In addition to bringing together 
the latest developments in Indian historical research with advances in feminist 
legal studies, it tracks the shifts and changes that have occurred, especially over the 
last 30 years, to feminist standpoints on women and law. Using examples and cases 
from different regions of India, it also weaves together a complex and nuanced 
account of colonial social history more generally.
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METAMORPHOSES OF THE POLITICAL:
MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES

The Series is a publishing collaboration of Cambridge University Press with The  
M. S. Merian–R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced Studies ‘Metamorphoses 
of the Political’ (ICAS:MP). It publishes new books that both expand and  
de-centre current perspectives on politics and the ‘political’ in the contemporary 
world. It examines, from a wide array of disciplinary and methodological 
approaches, how the ‘political’ has been conceptualized, articulated and transformed 
in specific arenas of contestation during the ‘long twentieth century’. Though 
primarily located in India and the Global South, the Series seeks to interrogate 
and contribute to wider debates about global processes and politics. It is in this 
sense that the Series is imagined as one that is regionally focused but globally 
engaged, providing a context for interrogations of universalized theories of self, 
society and politics.

Series Editors:
• Prathama Banerjee, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi
•  Antje Linkenbach, University of Erfurt, Germany
• Samita Sen, University of Cambridge, Cambridge
• Indra Sengupta, German Historical Institute London, London
• Sanjay Srivastava, SOAS, University of London, London

Coordinating Editor:
•  Debjani Mazumder, M. S. Merian–R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced 

Studies ‘Metamorphoses of the Political ’, Delhi

Advisory Board: 
• Martin Fuchs, University of Erfurt, Germany
• Jörg Gengnagel, University of Würzburg, Germany
• Christina von Hodenberg, German Historical Institute London, London
• Shail Mayaram, formerly at Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi
• Awadhendra Sharan, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi
• Ravi Vasudevan, formerly at Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi

ICAS:MP is an Indo-German research collaboration of six Indian and German 
institutions funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(BMBF). It combines the benefits of an open, interdisciplinary forum for 
intellectual exchange with the advantages of a cutting-edge research centre. 
Located in New Delhi, ICAS:MP critically intervenes in global debates in the 
social sciences and humanities.
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The research on which this work is based was funded by the German Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) through the M. S. Merian–R. Tagore 
International Centre of Advanced Studies and its initiative ‘Metamorphoses 
of the Political: Comparative Perspectives on the Long Twentieth Century’  
(ICAS:MP).
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