REVIEWS

“d‘_la-l Christians to do about it What are governments to do? What can we,
rea'hsticﬂy, expect them to do? No blame to the authors that they cannot
a0swer these questions, but their demonstrable honesty and acumen throughout
toesEOOk suggest that they could have sent us away with more hints about how
ek answers ourselves. One fruitful idea they touch on, and might have
eveloped more, is that the present dilemma, whether to defend civilisation by
Means that involye destroying some of its foundations or to risk its being taken
wom us when we refuse to resort to such means, has forced on us the question
¢ther we have not now come to a point in the history of mankind when we
all have to recognize that the only chance of saving true values, human and
ﬁta“trée’ ;S bto be d;dicated to t}'xc‘m at the cost of any sacrifice of ‘thc worldly
. Osenob oth nations and individuals. At last the good 9f mankmd_ must be
®0 before the advantage of any one group. Otherwise there will in fact

© disaster for all.

PHILIP HOLDSWORTH, 0.S.B.

T
HE SACRAMENTS, by Cecily Hastings; Sheed and Ward, 8s. 6d.
This book

ill . . . -
Intel'ests_nw be welcomed by English laymen with serious theological

selves, v hOW a consideral?le body 9f people. It is writ.ten by one of. them-
e ;0 ith full un'ders~tandmg of theu: needs: clearly written, w1tl'10}1t jargon,
one forn\:, Elp(l)llogc.tlc bla.s, and the<?10g1ca11y accurate. The ba,s13 of it is the true
han thé thc scripture is ccz}tral, interpreted by the Cl?urch s tradition, rather
With theol er way round. Itis not, howgver, casy to unite scrlptur.al revelation
1°gy, tha(t) 081931 interpretation, and the occasional lumps of undlgestcd t}.leo—
has ¢ N remind one of an older type of treatment, show that Miss Hasul}gs
Quite ezo:eﬁ very nc:jtrly successful—.—yet t.hat is rare enough, Nor does she give
Tetury op CghIFmphuls to the way in which 'all scripture looks forward to ic
good book llS]t, aqd gets much of its meaning from that event. 'But this is a
. auth’ which it is 'safc to lend to critical and n'on-Cathohc friends. .
¥pe ‘soup 0; opens thh a weH—conducthi Thorr.ust attack on the Cartesian-
nat“rally mok popular piety, a.m.jl foﬂ?ws it up w1th' an account .of how men
We are ledat e full use of material thx.ngs in every kind of worship. From t.hlS
$Pitity] o O consider the composite {nake-tlp of a sactament, in which
ign, gs are shown to our imagination and understanding by means of a
Rty eﬁ}‘;ct?en’ following St Thomas’ own persuasive method, is the super-
Illtroduce 'Il‘veness of a sacrament dealt .w?th. .The seven sacraments arc now
Sa(:raments' b 00 much is m.adc of the dlstmctllon of matter and form in the
teated afte ut the more fruitful and profound idea of res et sacramentum is well
aboy, th €rwards, But it might have been better to leave these general ideas
a ¢ Seven sacraments until after their individual treatment, and instead
Ve had . . . ’
of Op,; . 3 2 bridge-passage something emphasizing the communal nature
T tan worship,

¢ sacr. s e .
aments are then dealt with in turn, the Eucharist rightly getting the
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most extensive treatment; a brief summary of this will sufficiently indicate the
scope of this part of the book. First the theme of eating is dealt with, then that
of sacrifice—the order is significant—in ordinary life and in Old Testament
revelation; they are next shown as synthesized by our Lord. The New Test3”
ment passages are well explained, though not quite enough is made of the
Resurrection meals at the end of the gospels. Next transubstantiation 18 ex-
plained as a developed expression of the revealed truth already seen, and. W?
pass back to a renewed emphasis of the unity between mass and communio?”
‘It is not a sacrifice which leads to a.banquet. It is a sacrifice which isa banqueti
the meal itself is the sacrifice’. Finally the theology of res et sacramentum is us®
to point to the purpose of all this, which is the unity of the Church.

There is an appendix of scriptural texts which seems rather to offset the
emphasis of the book that all scripture has a sacramental character, not mere
a few special passages. On the other hand the collection of patristic statemﬂ_‘ts_js’
most useful. Since the book has been produced as a paper-back, it is Wt D
everyone’s range to buy.

2.
LAURENCE BRIGHT; O

1
HUMAN ACHIEVEMENT AND DIVINE VOCATION IN THE MESSAGE OF PAUY
by W. A. Beardslee; S.C.M. Press, 10s. 6d.

As a minister of the Reformed Church in America, Dr Beardslee is 2 Staunch
upholder of the Protestant ‘sola fides” doctrine. Men are saved by faith alon%
not by works. Nevertheless he has noticed that St Paul is intensely concert
with human activity and human achievement. What is the relevance ©
within the framework of the ‘sola fides” position: The God who summfm? m
is a God of history—a God with a predestined purpose to work out Wi sing
context of human activity. To be summoned by such a God, then, means 1
called to take an active part in the working out of God’s plan for the W‘;lrerc
Hence the Pauline conception of vocation, with which Dr Beardslee 35 5
preoccupied. Response to this active God involves a corresponding dedicat!
of human activity on the part of the believer. Hence, although Dr Beaf o
never actually says this, the conclusion from his study seems to be that bur®
action is included in faith, because faith is the response to this kind of Go 'm
The argument begins with a very useful chapter on Paul’s conception © ot
in history. This leads to an examination first of his idea of work and subseq! . ’
ly of his view of Christian progress, growth and perfection. Then two chaPS e,
study particular vocations which are of special significance for Paul: 2p° dhe
slave and servant, prophet and ‘martyr’. A final chapter relates, and shows
distinction between, God’s activity in chosen men and in the man ]esusl;m n
the subject of history, Paul was unconcerned with mere continuity © 4 ered
experience in time: such a continuity apart from Christ would be a disor!
deterioration. History is made precisely by God’s activity among met

10~
which, according to his purpose, he draws mankind in ordered Pngrcss
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