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indeed somewhat akin to the Hebrew, but in the prophecy we have
an interesting performance because of course Nahum is not in the
least Basic Hebrew. A comparison of these passages with the
Hebrew or with a usual literal translation will repay study.
This edition is a complete Bible (without Apoerypha), but ihe
New Testament had been issued separately in 1941,
SeBasTIaN BuLLoveH, O.P.

VapexgcuM THEOLOGIAE Moraris. Dom M. Prummer, O.P. (Barce-
lona 1947; issued by B. Herder, London, W.C.; 10s.6d.)

Since its first appearance 28 years ago Fr Prummer’s Vademecum
has gone into six editions. Its modest aim is to serve as a clear
and vet concise help to memory. Its format and remarkably full
index ensure the one and its pocket-size iz a sufficient guarantee
of the other. This sixth edition must only serve to establish further
its popularity as a valuable iittle reference book. The same edition
has also been printed and published by Herder’s in Freiburg
(im-Breisgau).

INiTiaTioN A St JEaN pE LA Croix. By Frauncois de Sainte Marie-
PrRESENCE A Dirv Er A Sor-meME. By Francois de Sainte Marie.

(Series La Vigne du Carmel. Seuil; Paris.)

These two books are both new editions of extremely useful works.
In particular we would recommend anyone who is anxious to becom¢
acquainted with St John of the Cross to read Initiation before
attempting the Saint’s own works. In English we have a translation
of the competent introduction to the Mystical Doctor by Fr
Gabriel; but this book will be found more suitable to the trué
beginner because it describes the system of poem and commentary
as well as the relation of the doctrine to the Gospels and the general
development of the life of the soul described by St John of the
Cross. The other book is a helpful outline of the idea of ‘presence
in regard to God and to self and the way these two must meet.

L’EXPERIENCE DE LA Presexce pE Diev. By Frére Laurent de 18
Résurrection. Ldited by Francois de Sainte Marie. (Series L4
Vigne du Carmel. Seuil; Paris.) )
Brother Lawrence was a seventeenth century French Carmelite

who reached a high degree of holiness and proficiency in the ways

of the interior life. His doctrine is characterised, like his life, by

a great simplicity truly fitting his Carmelite vocation. This volumé

reproduces the contemporary accounts of his life and teaching

together with his ‘Maxims’ and Letters.

A Sour oF Smesce. By M.M. Am. du Coeur de Jesus, 0.D.C:
(Mercier Press; 2s.) .
This little book concerns the spiritual background of silence which

was one of the secrets of the sanctity of Sister Elizabeth of th®

Trinity. It consists of the words and deeds of this holy Carm%llte

in so far as they were related to this great instrument of perfectio™

and it develops the theme from exterior silence to the more interiof
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Purifications of solitude and suffering. The book does not however
attempt, any full analysis of these degrees of silence, and in particu-
4 we miss the fulfilment of the whole process which should ter-
Minate in the ‘Silentium’ which is a positive gift from God. How-
tver the book is full of good things and there are some beautiful
Passages of the ‘Silence of Praise’ and the Apostolate of Silence.

ECRITS SPIRITUELS D'ErL1ZABETH DE LA TRINITE. Lettres, Retraites
et Inédits présentés par R. P. Philipon, O.P. (Seuil, Paris.)
.Pére Philipon has already done a great service to the name of
Ister Elizabeth as well as to the furthering of the spiritual progress

%I'many by his book on her spirituality. Here he has collected 154

. ®Xcerpts from her writings, many of them published now for the
st time, in the form of a treatise on the spiritual life beginning

With her natural life with its instinet for beauty and ending as the

.4audem Gloriae’ in ‘the womb of the tranquil Trinity’. He speaks

'8 the introduction of the mass of documents from which he chose
18 very striking and logically assembled anthology. . But it

"heourages us to hope that the letters, retreats etc. of Sister Eliza-
¢th will soon be published in order and in their entirety. Meanwhile
€ editor of the series La Vigne du Carmel in which this volume

&ppears is to be congratulated in the work of bringing such master-

p‘leCeS of spiritual doctrine within easy reach of the average reader.

81;5215 Xavier BErRkeLEY (1861-1944). By M.L.H. (Burns Oates,

) .

¢ An_ attractive life of an Englishwoman who became a Sister of
arity and worked in China for fifty-four years. Her life should
® Tead by those who criticise missionary work and one feels that,

a Iong as people like Sister Xavier are raised up by God, the
Postolic work of the Church cannot be resisted. Difficult days lie

3ead of the Church in China, but the foundations have been well
aid _by holy men and women, from John of Montecorvino to Sister

+8Vler, and it is not too much to hope that the Church will emerge

Tom the trial strengthened and purified. Tax Hisvor, O.P.

m
Ta Prizst ar m1s Pri-Diev. By Robert Nash, $.J. (Gill; 125.6d.)
autlhe redeeming feature of this book of meditations is that the
T 10r clearly intends no reader’s prayer to be tyrannised by them.
theel‘e are fifty-two chapters, and though it is tempting to thmlf of
usum as pabulum for a year, the introduction forestalls this. The
in til methods are employed ‘to get the will going as soon as we can’,
® author’s own words—composition of place, setting, anecdotes

ghf alr}eCdotes appear commonplace and unmoving, but there is often
of '3 Ing phrase—‘Jesus stands in the queue with the other disciples
the ohn, waiting his turn to be baptised’. So the scene is set and
o rails all clear. Perhaps it is also wise to remember that the spirit
kn Prayer is not only like that which drives a railcar; it has been
%1 to become airborne. GEerarp MEATH, O.P.
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and go forth. For the most part these are all well done. Sometimes - -
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