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Mr. Belloc gets away with much, however, because of his ob-
vious joy in his task, a joy in which his reader cannot but par-
ticipate. J. McNaMara.

_ MISCELLANEOUS _
Essays Ix THE CoNcinlak EpocE. By K. F. Jacob. (Manchester
University Press; 10s. 6d.).

Dr. Jacob has long been recognized as the primary authority on
early 15th century England and his essays on the conciliar period
are murked by the relatively uncommon combination of a.meticu-
lously expert scholarship with an interest in abstract thought.
Throughout he writes with a syvmpathetic understanding of medie-
val speculation. His chapters on the political thought of William
of Ockham and on the theology of Nicholas of Cusa possess a
crucial importance for the study of the shifting trends of medieval
theory. His essay on the Middle Ages and the Reunaissance is the
best available summuary of the work of modern continental scholars
on the meaning of those two terms. While no future church his-
tortan, when dealing with this period, can afford to ignore the com-
posite result of his anulysis of the quiet constitutionalism of Jean
Gerron and Pierre IDAilly, of the forthright reactions of Dietrich
of Niem and of the profoundly attractive character of Bishop Hal-
lam. The essay on the authorship of the Imitation has an especial
interest. The conclusion is indeed the expected one. Dr. Jacob
summar.ses all the contradictory and inconclusive evidence and
holds that the authorship remains unproven, but that the treatise
was much the most. probably the work of ‘A Kempis”—Thomas
Hemerken, sub-prior of the Brother-house at Agnetenberg, near
Zwolle. But the fundamental importance of the essay lies in the
very perceptive study of the spiribuality of the Imitation and of that
associated with Gerard Groote as expressions of the “‘nova devotio”
of the 15th century. For ‘‘Essays in the Conciliar Epoch” will
provide a perfect and rare example of the fashion in which purely
objective history can be at once sympathetic and un-biassed.
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