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Mr. Belloc get,s away with much, however, because of his ‘oh- 

vioua joy in his task, a. joy in which his reader cannot but p,ar- 
ticipate. J .  ~IC~TAMARA. 

I<ssa~s  IS THE C ’ O S C I L I A R  EPOCH. By E. F. .Jacob. (Manchester 
University Press; 10s. 6d.). 

Dr. .Jacob has long been recognized as the primary authority on 
early 15th century Eng1:ind : i i d  hls essays on the conciliar period 
:ire marked by the relatively uiicoiiimoii combination of ii . meticu- 
lously expert scholarship with an interest in abstract thought. 
Throughout he writes with a sylnpathetic understanding of medie- 
vul speculatioii. His chapters 011 the political thought of William 
of Ockhtim ant1 on t.he theology of Sicholas of Cusu possess :i 

crucial importance for the stiidy of the shi€ting trends of medieval 
theory. His essay on the Middle Ages and the Renaissance is the 
best ;ivailnble sumiii:iry of the work of rnodern continental scholars 
oil the meaning of those two ternis. b’hile no future church his- 
torian, when &tiling with this period, cttn afford to ignore the com- 
posite result of his malysis of the quiet conetitutionalism of Jean 
Gerroii and Pierre D’AiIly, of. the forthright reactions of Dietrich 
of Niem and of the profoundly attractive character of Bishop Hal- 
lam. The essay on the tiuthorship of the Imihtion has an  especial 
interest. The conclusion is iiidetd thr: expected one. I>r. Jacob 
suriimarkes ti11 the contradictory and iriconcliisire evidence and 
holds that the :iiithorship rerririins unproven, but that  the treatise 
was milch the most, probably t’hc work of ‘‘-4 Kernpis”-Thomas 
Hemerken, sub-prior of the 13rot.her-house a t  Agnetenberg, near 
Zwolle. B u t  the fuii(1tiniental importaiice of the essay lies in the 
very perceptive study of the spirituality of the 1rnita.tion and of that  
amociated with Gerard (froote as expressions of the “novu devotio” 
of the 15th century. For “Ess:iys in the Conci1i;ir Epoch” will 
provide a perfect and rare exanlple of the fashion in which purely 
objective history can be :it once sympathetic and un-biassed. 
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