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EDUCAT~ON EOK DEATH. By Gregor Ziemer. (Constable; 7s. 6d.) 
One of the most popular anecdotes of this, as of other wars, is 

that which tells of the enemy prisoner who, after a few days in cap- 
tivity, professes surprise a t  the kindaes8s of his captors and the un- 
expected plenty of their lood supplies : ‘ \Ye were told that you shot 
all YOLIT prisoners-that you were starving,’ and so on. I t  seems 
highly probable, if the present spate of atrocity books continues, that 
c ur own soldiers will experience a similar surprise when they dis- 
c ~ \  cr, on occupying Germany, that not all German children goox-  
step their way to the grocer’s, that there are stili a few Germans left 
:lot visibly marked with the lash d a Gestapo whip, and that quite 
a number of people still attend German cliurcl: serviws without ap- 
parent fear ot the concentration camp a5 an imniediatc sequel. ( k r -  
illan propag,mda has Dent the truth to such an extent that it has 
become it booiiiermg . Unofficial propagandists for the allied cause 
seem ,veil on the way to a successlul imitation. De>pite the lurid 
and  exclamatory descriptions on the dust-cover, Mr. (kegor Ziemer’s 
book is,  howevei, :i step in thc right direction. At least he does 
not deal with purely physical atrocity, and his account of the National 
Socialist educational machine does point to the essential evil of Hit- 
lcr’s Germany-its inculcation at a falw a n d  immoral ideology into 
the niinrl., oF Lhe young-even the very young. Mr. Ziemer’s book 
wi l l  be r ca t l  inole by thosc seriously interested in the (;erninn situa- 
tion than by the mere sensation seeker, :ind for this reason it is R 

pity that hi5 picture 01 Nazi educational methock portrays the ex- 
treme as if it were thc norm. ‘I here is no doubt th3t the tqpcs of 
ctlucation quoted bq MI-. Ziciner could be authcnticatcd in  many 
Natlonal-Sociali,L schools, but the sy stein c.f cxtremc militarism and 
neglect of genuine study which he describes is cei tainly not as gen- 
eral as he would have us belie\?; in Eac t .  the writer’s own impres- 
sions were that thz academic 4tandard of the Gerrnan school-leaving 
examinations was considerably higller than OLII own. The Nazi pro- 
1:acanda macniiie, working through thc schoo~s, is quite bad enough 
as it is. W e  do not nccd to weakell our tnvn case by an over-empha- 
r-is which vqges  on the suggesl io  jalsi. 311.. Ziemer appcars to have 
written his book in a hurry and to havt been over-conscious of its 
puipose as propagant1:i. Had he been more reflective, Educatioii 
f o i  Death woul~l habe been more rcatl‘iblc, inore wnaincing, and cer- 
t,linly no less efrective. I t  ma5 surprising to find quite common Ger- 
man words mis-spclt (pp. 53 and 6o), and other little grammatical 
slips. 
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