
interventions to reduce animal anxiety and mitigate its impact on production. Settele
describes how the redesign and shrinking of pigsties compelled anxious pigs to gnaw off
one another’s tails, which prompted a series of attempted reforms, until frustrated pig farm-
ers resorted to surgically removing the tails in piglethood. The story underlines a point that
Settele makes throughout: animals have been agents as well as objects of agricultural trans-
formation, influencing and resisting the conditions of their care through their responses to
change.

Even as animals spent less time in the pasture and more time in the stall, the land
reflected the intensification of animal husbandry. In the 1970s, human interest in the origins
and living conditions of what graced the dinner plate finally began to offer a counterweight
to the overriding demand for abundant meat at affordable prices. Some consumers ques-
tioned the ethics of caging chickens for the duration of their lives or the wisdom of allowing
rivers of manure slurry (Gülle) to potentially contaminate the drinking water. Fewer people
ate meat, and less often, and others protested the pollution caused by animal farming, point-
ing to trees poisoned by ammonia and sulfur gas from the manure. Settele underscores the
moral dimension that began to inform consumer choices in the 1970s and 1980s, which fur-
ther undermined many farmers’ sense that they were an integral part of German society.
Though they produced record numbers of eggs, liters of milk, plucked chickens, and slabs
of beef and pork, farmers recognized their diminished status in an industrialized Germany.

The postwar transformation of animal husbandry in the two Germanys can best be under-
stood, Settele suggests, in the context of a larger movement toward agricultural rationaliza-
tion throughout the Global North. Contrasts between the GDR and the FRG are less
illuminating than are the parallels, because these overriding similarities demonstrate the
relatively negligible importance of postwar political systems in shaping the ultimate out-
comes of a process much bigger than divided Germany. For this reason, Settele’s account
is of use to historians of the agricultural sciences and agricultural economies in Central
Europe, but also in areas well beyond her geographic scope.
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Reparations from Germany for the destruction suffered in World War II continue to arouse
heated discussions in both domestic politics and in international relations. In recent years,
Poland and Greece have repeatedly called on Germany to compensate them for past dam-
ages, the consequences of which continue to reverberate in these societies. The leaders of
the two countries and segments of their populations believe that Germany’s obligations
have not been met. Germany has maintained that it had already settled the matter and

* Disclaimer: The statements made by reviewer are her own and do not represent the opinions of her employer.
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refuses to engage in further discussions. In this context, the book by Karl Heinz Roth, written
in association with Hartmut Rübner, provides historical background on the debates over rep-
arations as well as offers economic and legal assessments of the disputes over the validity of
Polish and Greek claims for reparations. Two notions constitute arguably the most important
threads in this book. On the one hand, there is the emphasis on the lasting impact of mate-
rial and human wartime destruction. On the other hand, there is the question of the tem-
poral and financial limits of responsibility for wartime atrocities, plunder, and ruin.

The book is divided into three parts and fifteen chapters. Part I and its three chapters
explore the history of the German occupation of Poland and of Greece and provide a com-
parative account of how the German occupation affected the two countries differently from
that of others. The three chapters in Part II engage with the Allied involvement in postwar
reparations. Part III, which comprises nine chapters, examines the efforts of Poland and of
Greece to obtain reparations, especially since the 1990s, after the reunification of Germany.
The appendix contains references and summaries of primary sources. The full documents are
available on a website. The list in the book and the electronic component are useful
resources to gain deeper insights into the decision-making process concerning post-World
War II restitution matters.

In order to present the case for the validity of the reparations claims against Germany,
Repressed, Remitted, Rejected describes the scope and scale of destruction incited and perpe-
trated by Germany in Poland and in Greece. The focus is on the experiences of Jews and,
especially, of non-Jews during World War II and on the multilevel devastation of each of
the two countries. In doing so, the book contextualizes the reasons why Poland and
Greece have been pursuing their attempts to secure reparations from Germany even more
than seventy years after the end of the war.

Where the historical narrative presented in the book deserves a more critical assessment
is in its discussion of the Holocaust. For example, the book seems to attribute the genocide of
the Jews to the various crises that the Nazi leadership faced in its conquest of Europe. Here,
Nazi racial ideology concerning Jews does not appear as a driver for the mass murder of the
Jews. It is true that, of the six million Jews whom the Nazis and their collaborators murdered,
three million were Polish Jews. However, they were not murdered because they were Polish
citizens but because they were deemed racially Jewish. The book places the blame for the
Holocaust squarely on the Germans. However, research has shown that the involvement
of members of local populations was inextricably linked to the implementation of the
Final Solution. Similarly, the book tends to downplay the existence and scale of collaboration
by the local populations. Yet Holocaust scholarship has debunked the myth that complicity
in Nazi crimes was marginal.

The book does well in its detailed explaining of the various historical, political, and eco-
nomic reasons why it has been difficult for Poland and Greece to assert their reparation
claims. It draws attention to the German approach of challenging the claims by adopting
delay tactics and highlighting weaknesses in the arguments set forth by each of the two
countries. Poland and Greece emerge as countries that have used the diplomatic tools at
their disposal and international law to try to involve Germany in negotiations over repara-
tions. They are not only countries for which decisions were made without their participation
but have been determined to reassert their positions and set demands to rectify historical
injustices. The book includes estimates of the losses sustained by each of the two countries
and argues that the compensation programs enacted thus far have been inadequate.

No discussion of German reparations for the damages perpetrated during World War II
would be complete without referencing the origin of the Conference on Jewish Material
Claims Against Germany (Claims Conference) and the history of that organization’s negoti-
ations with the German government to ensure a measure of justice for Jewish survivors.
Threaded in this book is such a discussion. And yet, it appears to form a basis for the
authors’ argument about “the German compensation practice’s hierarchization of the
European victims of Nazi persecution” (275). In the book, the case of the Jewish
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organization’s milestones in the process of negotiations with the German government serve
as examples of how one group managed to secure reparations while others did not, or at
least not to the extent possible.

The notion of privileging one victim group over another – which transpires from the
book – is debatable. However, the larger point that develops from the narrative is about
the memory of World War II, the role of international actors, how Germany has perceived
its historical responsibility, and how countries ravaged by the war – such as Poland and
Greece – endeavor to achieve some measure of historical justice. Thus, Repressed, Remitted,
Rejected weaves in aspects of international relations, international law, history, politics,
and economy to confront the view of the German reparations policy solely as a success story.
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It is often noted that Heiner Carow’s film Coming Out, the only gay film ever produced by
the East German state-owned film studio, premiered on the night East German officials
opened the Berlin Wall. Some might assume that the film’s scenes of gay life had been
nearly impossible under communist rule. This was not so. Recent scholarship has
shown us that LGBTQ movements existed and thrived in the Eastern Bloc. Samuel
Clowes Huneke’s parallel history of West and East German gay activism contributes to
this history and makes bold claims that will stir up debate for years to come. States of
Liberation offers a much-needed corrective to the commonly held beliefs that gay libera-
tion was – and is – only possible in Western consumer-capitalist nations and that liberal
democracy is the only political system in which gay life and gay rights can flourish. The
author debunks these myths. Drawing on oral histories and archival material, Clowes
Huneke has written the first history of the gay movement in the two German states
from the 1950s until reunification.

While many scholars contend that biopolitical concerns or political scapegoating are at
the root of homophobia, Clowes Huneke claims that neither was the sole reason for the
persecution of gay men in East and West Germany. “Anti-gay animus,” a term the author
likes better than homophobia, was the factor that justified the ongoing criminalization of
gay sex in both Germanys after the war. West Germany continued to enforce Nazi legis-
lation that criminalized adult male same-sex acts. The Federal Republic persecuted gay
men out of the fear that they were participating in a conspiracy within the military
and government agencies to overthrow the state, a belief that had its origins in Nazi anti-
gay hostility.

By contrast, the German Democratic Republic opted for indifference, in part to distance
itself from that same fascist past. The most important reason to keep homosexuality crim-
inalized in the 1950s was not the East German state’s inherent anti-gay animus. Most East
Germans, like their West German counterparts, simply disapproved of homosexuality.
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