Notes

INTRODUCTION

1 On Wayne as a “god” from popular culture, see Katherine Kinney, Friendly Fire: American
Images of the Vietnam War (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2000), 12. See also
Antony Easthope, What a Man’s Gotta Do: The Masculine Myth in Popular Culture (Boston,
MA: Unwin Hyman, 1990), 20. On Wayne’s relation to the Cold War, see Bernard F.
Dick, The Screen Is Red: Hollywood, Communism, and the Cold War (Jackson, MI: University
Press of Mississippi, 2016), 210-216. On Wayne’s characters as “cool-under-pressure,”
see Melinda L. Pash, In the Shadow of the Greatest Generation: The Americans Who Fought the
Korean War (New York, NY: New York University Press, 2012), 11.

2 Clear-cut hero in Michael Anderegg, “Hollywood and Vietnam: John Wayne and Jane

Fonda as Discourse,” in Inventing Vietnam: The War in Film and Television, ed. Michael

Anderegg (Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press, 1991), 25. On Sands, see John

Bodnar, The “Good War” in American Memory (Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins

University Press, 2010), 139. Wayne in relation to Vietnam in Lloyd B. Lewis, The Tainted

War: Culture and Identity in Vietnam War Narratives (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press,

1985), 25. Self-doubt in Lewis B. Puller, Jr., Fortunate Son (New York, NY: Grove

Weidenfeld, 1991), 63.

Macho pulps in Bill Osgerby, “Muscular Manhood and Salacious Sleaze: The Singular

o

World of the 1950s Macho Pulps,” in Containing America: Cultural Production and Con-
sumption in Fifties America, eds. Nathan Abrams and Julie Hughes (Birmingham: The
University of Birmingham Press, 2000), 125. On the production and representation of
popular culture, see Katie Milestone and Anneke Meyer, Gender and Popular Culture
(Cambridge: Polity, 2012), 5-9; and Henry Jenkins, The Wow Climax: Tracing the IEmo-
tional Impact of Popular Culture (New York, NY: New York University Press, 2007), 15, 57.
Of note, the term “pulps” is a contested one. Hardcore fans of pre-World War II pulp
magazines, for example, chafe when the term “pulp” is applied to anything else.
Because men’s adventure magazines share thematic and artistic DNA with the classic
pulps, I'use “pulp” as a shorthand, an adjective to describe a style of media that involved
action and adventure and was more gritty than cerebral. My thanks to Robert Deis for

helping me navigate this terrain.
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4 Walter Kaylin, “The Yank Who Led a Legion of Russian Convict Women,” Male, January
1964, 13. For a discussion on warrior hero characteristics, see Nyameka Mankayi, “Male
Soldiers’ Constructions of Masculinity, Sexuality and Sexual Violence,” Journal of Psych-
ology in Africa Vol. 20, No. 4 (2010): 592.

Philip Atlee, “Nude Tribe Caper,” Stag, February 1967, 28, 92, 101. Kurt Mengel clearly
was a nod to Josef Mengele, the Auschwitz Angel of Death. “Sin Captive Compound” by

(&

Erik Broske contains a similar storyline of an ex-GI seeking revenge against his fiancé’s
killers. Male, February 1968, 14-17, 94-101.

6 Lee Server has described the pulps as “publishing’s poor, ill-bred stepchild.” Danger Is
My Business: An Illustrated History of the Fabulous Pulp Magazines (San Francisco, CA:
Chronicle Books, 1993), 15. Low-brow in David M. Earle, All Man! Hemingway, 1950s
Men’s Magazines, and the Masculine Persona (Kent, OH: The Kent State University Press,
2009), 2; and Kathryn Weibel, Mirror Mirror: Images of Women Reflected in Popular Culture
(Garden City, NY: Anchor Books, 1977), 28-29. Disposability and hard-boiled in Woody
Haut, Pulp Culture: Hardboiled Fiction and the Cold War (London: Serpent’s Tail, 1995), 3,
6. On kitsch, see Clement Greenberg, Art and Culture: Critical Essays (Boston, MA:
Beacon Press, 1961), 10. James Gilbert argues that the “majority of Americans, when
given the choice, seemed to prefer the commercialized culture of Hollywood, radio,
comic books, and the Book-of-the-Month Club.” A Cycle of Outrage: America’s Reaction to
the Juvenile Delinquent in the 1950s (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1986), 6. Sen.
Jacob K. Javits, Letter to the Editor, Man’s Magazine, April 1960, 6. Tom Cole, Special
Asst. to Sen. John G. Tower, Man’s Magazine, December 1963, 6. Circulation in Osgerby,
133. Net sales revenue reached $1,500,000.

7 Insecurity and paranoia in Jonathan Mitchell, Revisions of the American Adam: Innocence,

Identity and Masculinity in Twentieth-Century America (New York, NY: Continuum, 2011), 2.

Change in Myron Brenton, The American Male (New York, NY: Coward-McCann, 1966),

33. Joseph H. Wherry, “How Stalin Stole Our B-29,” Male, September 1952, 12-13.

Shailer Upton Lawton, “Sex Life and the Average American Male,” Male, September

1952, 14-15. Perhaps unsurprisingly, when readers turned the page after Dr. Lawton’s

gloomy article, they could share in the exploits of Capt. Harry K. Copsey’s “Cowboy in

Korea,” a heroic tale of the Third Rescue Squadron operating behind communist lines

to save surrounded Gls. Lawton, who wrote on the sexual behavior of teenagers,

bachelors, and married couples, also published a piece in the October 1960 issue of

Man’s Magazine on the average man needing to understand the “true nature” of the

“seducer.” “Study of a Sex Braggart: The Seducer,” 26. Sexual anxieties were still present

in the late 1960s, as evidenced by one article on men who had an “abnormal fear of

women” and were dealing with the consequences of “faulty childhood conditioning
toward sex.” Thorp McClusky, “How ‘Tranquilizers’ Can Affect Your Sex-Life,” Man’s

Epic, March 1968, 16-17. On the relationship between struggling and being a man, see

Elisabeth Badinter, XY: On Masculine Identity (New York, NY: Columbia University Press,

1995), 129.

Savages in Richard Slotkin, Gunfighter Nation: The Myth of the Frontier in Twentieth-Century

America (Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1998), 11. Michael Kimmel argues

[ee]
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that in tales like these, men were rewarded with “large-breasted women as a kind of
masculine payoff.” Manhood in America: A Cultural History (New York, NY: The Free Press,
1996), 254. On popularity of men’s magazines, see Theodore Peterson, Magazines in the
Twentieth Century (Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 1964), 310-311. Maureen
Honey discusses the “power of the media to reinforce” certain portrayals of men and
women and how magazines are a worthy model of analysis in Creating Rosie the Riveter:
Class, Gender, and Propaganda during World War II (Amherst, NY: The University of
Massachusetts Press, 1984), 13-15. Unlike Henry Jenkins, I use “popular culture” rather
than “popular art” in describing men’s adventure magazines, since these texts very
much were integrated into the lives of ordinary Americans in their roles as consumers.
Jenkins, 11. Erin A. Smith sees similar texts as “social processes,” rather than just
“linguistic artifacts.” Hard-Boiled: Working-Class Readers and Pulp Magazines (Philadelphia,
PA: Temple University Press, 2000), 5. Finally, Gary Cross claims the pulps played to a
“downmarket crowd” in Men to Boys: The Making of Modern Immaturity (New York, NY:
Columbia University Press, 2008), 97. For a short overview of this medium, see James
Boylan, “Survey Sample: Men’s Magazines,” Columbia Journalism Review Vol. 3, No. 3 (Fall
1964): 30-31. Objectification in Arthur Brittan, Masculinity and Power (New York, NY:
Basil Blackwell, 1989), 66. George L. Mosse suggests that “distinct images of masculinity”
are “the way men assert what they believe to be their manhood.” The Image of Man: The
Creation of Modern Masculinity (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1996), 1. Susan
Brownmiller moves the argument further still, discussing the myth of the “heroic rapist”
in Against Our Will: Men, Women, and Rape (New York, NY: Fawcett Books, 1975), 289.

9 On pulp audiences, see Smith, 23-26. On the links between working-class and mascu-
linity, see: Megan Vokey, Bruce Tefft, and Chris Tyiaczny, “An Analysis of Hyper-
masculinity in Magazine Advertisements,” Sex Roles Vol. 68 (2013): 565, 572; Gina Marie
Weaver, Ideologies of Forgetting: Rape in the Vietnam War (Albany, NY: State University of
New York Press, 2010), 85; Barbara Ehrenreich, Fear of Falling: The Inner Life of the Middle
Class (New York, NY: Pantheon, 1989), 108-110; and, more broadly, David Morgan,
“Class and Masculinity,” in Handbook of Studies on Men & Masculinities, eds. Michael S.
Kimmel, Jeff Hearn, and R. W. Connell (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2005), 168-172.
Draft inequalities in Gary L. Long, “A Sociology for Special Circumstances: Using the
Vietnam War in the Classroom,” Teaching Sociology Vol. 21, No. 3 (July 1993): 261-266.
Christian G. Appy found that “Roughly 80 percent came from working-class and poor
backgrounds.” Working-Class War: American Combat Soldiers and Vietnam (Chapel Hill, NC:
The University of North Carolina Press, 1993), 6.

10 According to Peter Haining, the “pulps were not just intended to entertain the reader —
they were also meant to make him feel better about himself, his prospects, and especially
his sex life.” The Classic Era of American Pulp Magazines (Chicago, IL: Chicago Review
Press, 2000), 21. Bradd Shore, “Cultural Knowledge,” in Encyclopedia of Semiotics, ed. Paul
Bouissac (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1998), 157-161. Rebelliousness and
inadequacy in Kimmel, Manhood in America, 244-245. On differences with middle-class
masculinity, see R. W. Connell, Masculinities, 2nd ed. (Berkeley, CA: University of
California Press, 2005), 36.
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11 Gold in Ron Milam, “Missing Home: How Popular Culture Was Used to Remind Us of
What We Were Missing,” in The Vietnam War in Popular Culture, Vol. 1: During the War, ed.
Ron Milam (Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger, 2017), 61. Widely read literature in Tom
Engelhardt, “An Air-Force Hospital: The War-Wounded Come Home,” Dispatch News
Service International, 21 June 1971, 6. Other veterans noted the role of magazines in their
own writings, to include John M. Del Vecchio, The 13th Valley (New York, NY: Bantam,
1982), 145; and W. D. Ehrhart, Vietnam—Perkasie: A Combat Marine Memoir (Jefferson, NC:
McFarland, 1983), 51.

12 PX data in “Minutes of Meeting of Joint Vietnam Regional Exchange Council,” 29 April
1969, Folder 301-05, Box 3, USARV, Non-Appr. Funds Div, RG 472, NARA. See also
Madeline Morris, “By Force of Arms: Rape, War, and Military Culture,” Duke Law Journal
Vol. 45, No. 4 (February 1996): 713-714 on military personnel consuming soft-core
pornography. Text and phenomenon in Bethan Benwell, “Introduction,” in Masculinity
and Men’s Lifestyle Magazines, ed. Bethan Benwell (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2003), 8.

13 Letters to the Editor, Man’s lllustrated, May 1968, 10. The three letters, from two privates
and one corporal serving in Vietnam, suggest that young men were clearly engaging

5«

with these magazines. Stag even shared a photograph of San Francisco’s “topless queen”
Carol Doda, holding her official “Girl Most Desirable Plaque” awarded by the 1st Marine
Air Wing in Da Nang. According to Stag, “Even the Vietcong would agree — she’s the
greatest.” September 1966, 23. Moreover, soldiers stationed in Germany, Alaska, and
Iceland all wrote approving letters. Letters to the Editor, Man’s Magazine, January 1960,
6. Letters, Saga, February 1961, 8. Letters to the Editor, Man’s Magazine, July 1961, 6.
This Funny Life, True, July 1968, 64.

14 On links between violence and virility, see Mark Gerzon, A Choice of Heroes: The Changing
Faces of American Manhood (Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin, 1992), 38; and Martin Barron
and Michael Kimmel, “Sexual Violence in Three Pornographic Media: Toward a Socio-
logical Explanation,” The Journal of Sex Research Vol. 37, No. 2 (May 2000): 161-168. In
“Sergeant Mulligan’s Private Belly Girl,” for example, a supposedly autobiographical
account in Battle Cry from July 1959, a Marine Corps veteran brags how he killed his first
man on Guadalcanal in World War II, had “been in more invasions than most guys have
been in classrooms,” and “chased women of more races, creeds and colors than you’d
believe existed.” John “Deucey” Mulligan, “Sergeant Mulligan’s Private Belly Girl,” Battle
Cry, July 1959, 34.

15 Dominant set and paradigm in Chris Blazina, The Cultural Myth of Masculinity (Westport,
CT: Praeger, 2003), xiv—xv. Violence and sexuality in Lee Ellis, Theories of Rape: Inquiries
into the Causes of Sexual Aggression (New York, NY: Hemisphere, 1989), 33. Not even the
violent Mickey Spillane pulps concentrated so heavily on wartime exploits, even if the
fictional hard-boiled detective Mike Hammer himself was a World War II veteran. On
violence in the Mike Hammer genre, see Haut, 96-98; Server, 73; and David Glover,
“The Stuff That Dreams Are Made of: Masculinity, Femininity and the Thriller,” in
Gender, Genre and Narrative Pleasure, ed. Derek Longhurst (London: Unwin Hyman,
1989), 69, 77. On contemporary criticisms of violence and sexuality in comics, see Carol

L. Tilley, “Seducing the Innocent: Fredric Wertham and the Falsifications That Helped
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Condemn Comics,” Information & Culture Vol. 47, No. 4 (2012): 393. Jonathan Mitchell
argues the popular representation of the cowboy is sexless, “the man who becomes the
phallus but has no phallus.” p. 36.

16 Cultural definitions and socialization in Lori L. Heise, “Violence against Women: An
Integrated, Ecological Framework,” Violence against Women Vol. 4, No. 3 (June 1998):
277-278. Producing, representing, and consuming in Milestone and Meyer, 1. On the
evolution of stereotypes becoming normative, see Mosse, 4-5. On the links between
fantasy and the legitimate, see Laura Kipnis, Bound and Gagged: Pornography and the
Politics of Fantasy in America (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1999), 163. It is
important to note that definitions of masculinity are not fixed, are understood differ-
ently by race, class, and culture, and can change over time. Jonathan Rutherford,
“Who’s That Man,” in Male Order: Unwrapping Masculinity, eds. Rowena Chapman and
Jonathan Rutherford (London: Lawrence & Wishart, 1988), 22.

17 On the sexual rewards of military conquest, see Elizabeth L. Hillman, “Rape, Reform,
and Reaction: Gender and Sexual Violence in the U.S. Military,” in The Routledge History
of Gender, War, and the U.S. Military, ed. Kara Dixon Vuic (London: Routledge, 2018),
291; Beverly Allen, Rape Warfare: The Hidden Genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia
(Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 1996), 89; and Cynthia Grguric, “War
Rape: Unveiling the Complexities of Motivation and Reparation in Order to Create
Lines of Peace and Empowerment,” in Terrorism, Political Violence, and Extremism: New
Psychology to Understand, Face, and Defuse the Threat, ed. Chris E. Stout (Santa Barbara, CA:
Praeger, 2017), 131-132. Joanna Bourke notes the role of socially constructed defin-
itions of masculinity, and their relation to power networks, in Dismembering the Male:
Men’s Bodies, Britain and the Great War (Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press,
1996), 14.

18 Susan Sontag highlights the “omnipresence of sexist stereotypes in the language,
behavior, and imagery” of American society in A Susan Sontag Reader (New York, NY:
Farrar/Straus/Giroux, 1982), 332. If discourses can indeed become “enshrined in
practices,” as Brittan suggests, we might think of the ways in which pulp magazines
portrayed manhood - tied to combat yet embedded in sexual anxieties — and how
closely those portrayals were reflected in the perceptions and actions of American
soldiers serving in Vietnam. Brittan, 149. On links between cultural activity and gender,
see Roger Horrocks, Male Myths and Icons: Masculinity in Popular Culture (New York, NY:
St. Martin’s Press, 1995), 16.

19 Relationships between basic training and aggressive heterosexuality in Heather Marie
Stur, Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era (New York, NY: Cambridge
University Press, 2011), 169; and R. Wayne Eisenhart, “You Can’t Hack It Little Girl:
A Discussion of the Covert Psychological Agenda of Modern Combat Training,” Journal
of Social Issues Vol. 31, No. 4 (1975): 16. Preexisting sociocultural dynamics in Nancy
Farwell, “War Rape: New Conceptualizations and Responses,” Affilia Vol. 19, No. 4
(Winter 2004): 394. See also Weaver, 16; and Morris, “By Force of Arms,” 703. James
Gilbert has called this process “spectatorship masculinity,” in which “identity was formed

(or imagined at least) around observation and emulation of masculine heroes in sport
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and public life, within the literary imagination, or through mass culture.” Men in the
Middle: Searching for Masculinity in the 1950s (Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago
Press, 2005), 23-24.

20 Masculinity based on exaggerated beliefs in Vokey, Tefft, and Tysiaczny, 562. For a
scholarly treatment of popular media’s role on behavior, see Albert Bandura, “Social
Cognitive Theory of Mass Communication,” Media Psychology Vol. 3, No. 3 (2001):
265-299.

21 Male Call, Male September 1966, 86. Mary Louise Roberts notes that in World War 11
there was a “sexual double standard” at play: “male, but not female, sexual infidelity was
encouraged.” What Soldiers Do: Sex and the American GI in World War II France (Chicago, IL:
The University of Chicago Press, 2013), 73. See also D’Ann Campbell, Women at War with
America: Private Lives in a Patriotic Era (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1984),
209. On stereotypes and masculinity, see Andrew Kimbrell, The Masculine Mystique: The
Politics of Masculinity (New York, NY: Ballantine, 1995), 16.

22 On combat being deadly and impersonal, see Peter S. Kindsvatter, American Soldiers:
Ground Combat in the World Wars, Korea, and Vietnam (Lawrence, KS: University Press of
Kansas, 2003), 6. Tangible reality in Rachel Woodward, “Warrior Heroes and Little
Green Men: Soldiers, Military Training, and the Construction of Rural Masculinities,”
Rural Sociology Vol. 65, No. 4 (December 2000): 644.

23 Sharon Marcus has argued that the “violence of rape is enabled by narratives.” In Wendy
S. Hesford, “Defining Moments,” in Haunting Violations: Feminist Criticism and the Crisis of
the “Real,” eds. Wendy S. Hesford and Wendy Kozol (Urbana, IL: University of Illinois
Press, 2001), 19. Alternatively, Christopher W. Mullins highlights the “Routine Activities
Theory,” which essentially says “soldiers rape women because they can.” “Sexual Vio-
lence during Armed Conflict,” in The Palgrave Handbook of Criminology and War, eds. Ross
McGarry and Sandra Walklate (New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016), 123.

24 Micheal Clodfelter, Mad Minutes and Vietnam Months: A Soldier’s Memoir (Jefferson, NC:
McFarland, 1988), 3-4. “Man Triumphant” in Adam Parfrey, It’s a Man’s World: Men’s
Adventure Magazines, The Postwar Pulps (LLos Angeles, CA: Feral House, 2003), 411.

25 Heroic deeds versus brutal acts in Carol Burke, Camp All-American, Hanoi Jane, and the
High-and-Tight (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 2004), 48. On the problems of perceived
reality in popular media and the process of meaning production, see L. J. Shrum,
“Assessing the Social Influence of Television: A Social Cognition Perspective on Cultural
Effects,” Communication Research Vol. 22, No. 4 (August 1995): 410-411; and Milestone
and Meyer, 151-154.

26 Carnal conquest in Robin Gerster, “A Bit of the Other: Touring Vietnam,” in Gender and
War: Australians at War in the Twentieth Century, eds. Joy Damousi and Marilyn Lake (New
York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 1995), 231. John V. H. Dippel argues that “Having
their way with prostitutes or other Vietnamese women enabled some Gls to compensate
for the powerlessness and fear they faced daily in the jungles of Vietnam.” War and Sex:
A Brief History of Men’s Urge for Baitle (Amherst, NY: Prometheus, 2010), 263. See also
Roland Littlewood, “Military Rape,” Anthropology Today Vol. 13, No. 2 (April 1997): 13.
For an example of frustrated Gls, see Bernard Edelman, “On the Ground: The US
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Experience,” in Rolling Thunder in a Gentle Land: The Vietnam War Revisited, ed. Andrew
Wiest (New York, NY: Osprey Publishing, 2006), 198. The counter, of course, is that if
combat didn’t match magazines’ descriptions, that might have made readers more
suspicious of portrayals of sex and conquest, too. Yet the popularity of magazines
throughout most of the American war in Vietnam suggests otherwise.

27 Promiscuousness in Kimmel, Hearn, and Connell, 406. Redirecting hostility and dehu-
manization in Kyle Longley, Grunts: The American Combat Soldier in Vietnam (Armonk, NY:
M. E. Sharpe, 2008), 150. See also Kathy J. Phillips, Manipulating Masculinity: War and
Gender in Modern British and American Literature (New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan,
2006), 14; and Weaver, 28. Weaver argues that “misogyny provided a starting point for
other forms of domination.” p. 64.

28 Veteran quoted in Arlene Eisen, Women and Revolution in Viet Nam (London: Zed, 1984),
44. On women in war as “spoils,” see Carol Lynn Mithers, “Missing in Action: Women
Warriors in Vietnam,” in The Vietnam War and American Culture, eds. John Carlos Rowe
and Rick Berg (New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 1991), 83. In such ways, the
rape of Vietnamese women could be seen as a “triumph,” ameliorating the frustrations
of combat. Timothy Beneke, Men on Rape (New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press, 1982), 13.

29 On links between aggression and eroticism, see Camille Paglia, Sex, Art, and American
Culture (New York, NY: Vintage, 1992), 51. On the impacts of warrior ideals being
threatened, see Suzanne Clark, Cold Warriors: Manliness on Trial in the Rhetoric of the West
(Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 2000), 204.

30 Perceptual norms in Grguric, 126-127. Brenton argued in 1966 that the “notion of male
aggression-independence” persisted in “men’s magazines.” The American Male, 47.

3

—

Since gender, and thus masculinity, are social constructions, it seems likely that socio-

cultural factors were significant variables in deciding to commit sexual violence in war.

On the theory of social constructivism, see Janie L. Leatherman, Sexual Violence and

Armed Conflict (Malden, MA: Polity, 2011), 17-20. Jonathan Gottschall lays out a number

of competing theories, to include sociocultural ones, in “Explaining Wartime Rape,” The

Journal of Sex Research Vol. 41, No. 2 (May 2004): Variables on p. 133.

32 Affirming masculinity in Dippel, 264. On the disconnects between fantasy and reality,
see James R. Ebert, A Life in a Year: The American Infantryman in Vietnam, 1965—-1972
(Novato, CA: Presidio, 1993), 88. In “War and Rape: A Preliminary Analysis,” Ruth
Siefert considers the connections between soldier rapes and sociocultural influences.
In Mass Rape: The War against Women in Bosnia-Herzegovina, ed. Alexandra Stiglmayer
(Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 1994), 61. See also Jennifer Turpin, “Many
Faces: Women Confronting War,” in The Women and War Reader, eds. Lois Ann Lorent-
zen and Jennifer Turpin (New York, NY: New York University Press, 1998), 16.

33 Cultural fantasy in Christopher Breu, Hard-Boiled Masculinities (Minneapolis, MN: Uni-

versity of Minnesota Press, 2005), 1. One marine called it “World dreaming.” In Ebert,

177. Mary A. Renda argues that “Culture, embedded in individual experience, gives rise

to physical violence and other material practices.” Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and

the Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915-1940 (Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North

Carolina Press, 2001), 9.
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34 Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique (New York, NY: W. W. Norton, 1963), 9, 16, 36,
50-51, 72. See also Nancy Walker, ed., Women’s Magazines, 1940—1960: Gender Roles and
the Popular Press (Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 1998), 1-15; and Covert, 23. On
magazine culture more generally, see Cross, 89. Steven Dillon argues that “many of the
large-scale magazines can also be seen as men’s magazines.” Wolf-Women and Phantom
Ladies: Female Desire in 1940s US Culture (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 2015), 210. Even in the
first season of The Dick Van Dyke Show, viewers watched sitcom writer Buddy Sorrell, who
has just read a magazine article, lamenting that “we’re living in the decline of the
American male.” The story could be trusted, Buddy quips, because “It’s a high-class
magazine. It cost sixty cents. There wasn’t one girly picture in it.” The Dick Van Dyke Show,
“The Bad Old Days,” directed by John Rich, originally aired 4 April 1962.

35 The Saturday Evening Post first appeared in 1821. On this and Harper’s, see James Playsted
Wood, Magazines in the Uniled States (New York, NY: The Ronald Press Company, 1949),
38, 76. Prices in R. D. Mullen, “From Standard Magazines to Pulps and Big Slicks: A Note
on the History of US General and Fiction Magazines,” Science Fiction Studies Vol. 22, No. 1
(March 1995): 145; and Peterson, Magazines in the Twentieth Century, 13. Technological
advances in David M. Earle, Re-covering Modernism: Pulps, Paperbacks, and the Prejudice of
Form (Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2009), 60. On the roles of mass production and distri-
bution, see Tom Pendergast, Creating the Modern Man: American Magazines and Consumer
Culture, 1900-1950 (Columbia, MO: University of Missouri Press, 2000), 17.

36 Crudely written in Richard Bleiler, “Forgotten Giant: A Brief History of Adventure
Magazine,” Exploration Vol. 30, No. 4 (December 1989): 309. Erin A. Smith argues such
magazines were “cheaply produced escape literature designed to be thrown away once
read.” “How the Other Half Read: Advertising, Working-Class Readers, and Pulp Maga-
zines,” Book History Vol. 3 (2000): 204. Mullen argues that magazines could be classified
as “those designed to be read and discarded and those designed to be read and
preserved.” p. 144. Wood-fiber in Bill Blackbeard, “The Pulps,” in Handbook of American
Popular Culture, Vol. 1, ed. M. Thomas Inge (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1978),
195. On pulp formatting, see Ron Goulart, Cheap Thrills: An Informal History of the Pulp
Magazines (New Rochelle, NY: Arlington House, 1972), 14.

37 The Argosy circulation in Inge, 200. See also Tony Goodstone, The Pulps: Fifty Years of
American Pop Culture (New York, NY: Chelsea House, 1970), xii. Advertising in Wood,
224. Formulaic in Don D’Ammassa, Encyclopdia of Adventure Fiction (New York, NY: Facts
on File, 2009), 147.

38 Sensational in Inge, 203; and Frank M. Robinson and Lawrence Davidson, Pulp Culture:
The Art of Fiction Magazines (Portland, ME: Collectors Press, 1998), 9. Of note, many of
these pulps were sold off the newsstands. p. 10.

39 Tarzan in Gail Bederman, Manliness & Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race
in the United States, 1880-1917 (Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press, 1995),
219-221. Frontier heroes and social and economic conditions in Breu, Hard-Boiled
Masculinities, 59-60. According to Elizabeth Fraterrigo, these magazine readers were
packaged as “modern, sexually virile, masculine consumer(s] who paid no heed to

traditional virtues like civic duty or manly self-restraint.” In Playboy and the Making of
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the Good Life in Modern America (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2009), 24. See

also Bill Osgerby, “A Pedigree of the Consuming Male: Masculinity, Consumption and

the American ‘Leisure Class,”” in Benwell, 66—75.
40 Kimberly J. Lamay Licursi argues that unlike later first-hand accounts from World War II
and Korean veterans, these earlier pulps were distinct for their “lack of patriotic
jingoism.” Remembering World War I in America (Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska
Press, 2018), 136, 141. One War Stories contributor confessed to readers his tales were
“based on all the brave things I would have done in this war if I had just thought of them
at the time.” In fact, the popularity of aviation pulps like Aéir Adventures and Sky Aces
suggests that the trenches of World War I may not have been the best locales for young
boys to test their mettle in battle en route to manhood. As one editor recalled, “In the
aviation magazine, the machine is the hero.” Contributor quoted in Licursi, Ibid.
Aviation pulps in E. L. Adams, “Between the Devil and a Dime World,” in Pulpwood
Days, Vol. 2: Lives of the Pulp Wrilers, ed. John Locke (Elkhorn, CA: Off-Trail Publishers,
2013), 50-51; and Robinson and Davidson, 134, 139. Editor quoted in Douglas Ellis, Ed
Hulse, and Robert Weinberg, The Art of the Pulps: An Illustrated History (San Diego, TX:
IDW Publishing, 2017), 74.
Soldiers and veterans constituted a large portion of the “pulpwood population.” See
Harold B. Hersey, Pulpwood Editor (New York, NY: Frederick A. Stokes, 1937), 8. Comics
following overseas in Goodstone, xv. Flying tigers and Japanese in Zou Yizheng, “Flying
Tigers and Chinese Sidekicks in World War II American Comics,” in The 10 Cent War:
Comic Books, Propaganda, and World War 11, eds. Trischa Goodnow and James J. Kimble
(Jackson, MI: University Press of Mississippi, 2016), 55-56. On the stimulation of an
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expanded wartime readership, see Richard Ellis, “Disseminating Desire: Grove Press
and ‘The End[s] of Obscenity,” in Perspectives on Pornography: Sexuality in Film and
Literature, eds. Gary Day and Clive Bloom (New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press, 1988), 32.

42 Esquire in Bill Osgerby, Playboys in Paradise: Masculinity, Youth and Leisure-Style in Modern
America (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2001), 53. Of note, nearly fifty percent
of the 1943 “Varga Girl Calendar” (300,000 copies total) was shipped overseas to
servicemen. p. 54. On the government’s wartime role in these linkages, mainly via the
Magazine Bureau, see Tawnya J. Adkins Covert, Manipulating Images: World War II
Mobilization of Women through Magazine Advertising (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books,
2011), 55-58; and Honey, Creating Rosie the Riveter, 36—43.

43 Paper quotas in Goodstone, xv. On the general reading market in the armed forces, see
Thomas Bruscino, A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along
(Knoxville, TN: The University Press of Tennessee, 2010), 101. Rugged machismo and
pulp titles in Bill Osgerby, “Two-Fisted Tales of Brutality and Belligerence: Masculinity
and Meaning in the American ‘True Adventure’ Pulps of the 1950s and 1960s,” in
Masculinity and the Other: Historical Perspectives, eds. Heather Ellis and Jessica Meyer
(Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2009), 164. Though individual
titles circulated monthly at around 100,000-200,000 copies, the high volume of titles,
according to one source, ensured a total circulation of 12,000,000 a month. See

Osgerby, “Muscular Manhood and Salacious Sleaze,” 133.
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44 World War I veterans reading pulps in Earle, All Man!, 37. Sweats and armpit magazines
in Lynn Munroe, “The Art of Charles Copeland,” lllustration Vol. 9, No. 33 (Spring
2011): 32. Magazines in postwar society in Osgerby, Ibid., 127-128.

45 Bruce Jay Friedman, Even the Rhinos Were Nymphos: Best Nonfiction (Chicago, IL: Chicago
University Press, 2000), 18. See also Pendergast, 208; and Richard Combs, “Pleasing the
Man with a Magazine,” American Libraries Vol. 3, No. 9 (October 1972): 1001-1005.
Goodman’s in Osgerby, “Two-Fisted Tales of Brutality and Belligerence,” 173; and Bill
Devine, Devine’s Guide to Men’s Adventure Magazines (self-published, 1997), 3. For a
comparison with women’s magazines, see Adkins Covert, 24-28.

46 Misogyny in Kenon Breazale, “In Spite of Women: Esquire Magazine and the Construc-
tion of the Male Consumer, Signs Vol. 20, No. 1 (Autumn 1994): 20. Active imagination
in Amy Sueyoshi, Discriminating Sex: White Leisure and the Making of the “Oriental” (Chi-
cago, IL: University of Illinois Press, 2018), 3. It is important that these magazines came
out of New York, as opposed to the west coast where Asian Americans were more part of
the cultural landscape. On the “big action” there, see Henry Kuttner, “New York ...
Should I Come?,” in Pulp Fictioneers: Adventures in the Storytelling Business, ed. John Locke
(Silver Spring, MD: Adventure House, 2004), 99.

47 On speaking to veterans, see Max Allan Collins and George Hagenauer, Men’s Adventure

Magazines in Postwar America (London: Taschen, 2004), 8. Usurping and effete in

Osgerby, Playboys in Paradise, 78. On feminism and the “crisis of masculinity,” see Peter

G. Filene, Him/Her/Self: Gender Identities in Modern America, 3rd ed. (Baltimore, MD: The

Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998), 74; Brittan, 183; and James Penner, Pinks,

Pansies, and Punks: The Rhetoric of Masculinity in American Literary Culture (Bloomington,

IN: Indiana University Press, 2011), 15. Astrid Fellner and Marta Fernandez-Morales

argue “masculinity is not in crisis, it s crisis.” “Introduction” to Rethinking Gender in

Popular Culture in the 21st Century: Marlboro Men and California Girls, eds. Astrid Fellner,

Marta Fernandez-Morales, and Martina Martausova (Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge

Scholars Publishing, 2017), 5. Finally, on anti-communist “rage,” see Masuda Hajimu,

Cold War Crucible: The Korean Conflict and the Postwar World (Cambridge, MA: Harvard

University Press, 2015), 24.

Dissatisfied man in Archer Jones, “The Pulps — A Mirror to Yearning,” The North American

Review Vol. 246, No. 1 (Autumn 1968): 36. On typical pulp readers, see Smith, Hard-

Boiled, 28. On “nagging doubts and uncertainties” of this period, see Osgerby, “Muscular
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manhood and salacious sleaze,” 126. A similar theme could be seen in contemporary
westerns. See Andrew Ross, “Cowboys, Cadillacs, and Cosmonauts: Families, Film
Genres, and Technocultures,” in Boone and Cadden, 87.

49 Allan K. Echols, “The Waning Woodpile,” in Locke, Pulp Fictioneers, 205-206.

50 This power to shape attitudes in young minds stood at the heart of Wertham’s attacks on
the comic book industry. Though the psychiatrist distorted, if not fabricated, his clinical
evidence, such falsifications should not diminish the fact that adventure magazines
could exhibit real influence over their young readers. See Tilley, 386. Tawdry in
Osgerby, “Two-Fisted Tales of Brutality and Belligerence,” 164. On thinking about

identity, see Pendergast, 13. For a discussion on influences on attitude function, see
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2002), 35-37.

51 Scribblers in Lee Server, Danger Is My Business, 18. Natural parts in Allan R. Bosworth,
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“Take to the Hills Men,” in Locke, Pulp Fictioneers, 176. One writer listed eleven elements
of a “foolproof” plot formula, including colorful hero, trick, action, climax, and emo-
tion. Frank Gruber, The Pulp Jungle (Los Angeles, CA: Sherbourne Press, 1967), 179.
Another argued that the “pulp writer must portray life as the reader would like it to be
and not as it is.” Jones, 44. Puzo wrote under the pen name Mario Cleri.

52 Andrew A. Rooney, “D-Day — The Greatest Battle Ever Fought,” Man’s World, June 1963,
20. Raymond Chandler, “Bay City Blues,” Saga, March 1965, 68. Mickey Spillane, “The
Bastard Bannerman,” Saga, June 1964, 27. Raymond Chandler, “Killer in the Rain, Saga,
August 1965, 28 On Dorr, see Robert Deis and Wyatt Doyle, A Handful of Hell: Classic War
and Adventure Stories by Robert F. Dorr (Philadelphia, PA: New Texture, 2016), 11-38.

53 Hotsie-totsies from John Bowers of Magazine Management, in Parfrey, It’s a Man’s World,
34. On Stag Party, see Russell Miller, Bunny: The Real Story of Playboy (New York, NY: Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, 1984), 37-38.

54 Hairy-chested quoted in Helen Damon-Moore, “Gender as an Organizing Force in the
World of Mass-Circulation Magazines,” report (Madison, WI: Wisconsin Center for
Education Research, April 1986), 17. Picasso in Cross, Men to Boys, 73. Gender hostility
in Carrie Pitzulo, Bachelors and Bunnies: The Sexual Politics of Playboy (Chicago, IL: The
University of Chicago Press, 2011), 2. Middle-class in Earle, All Man!, 20.

55 Girl next door in Amber Batura, “How Hugh Hefner Invented the Modern Man,” New
York Times, 28 September 2017. Security from Burt Zollo, quoted in Barbara Ehrenreich,
The Hearts of Men: American Dreams and the Flight from Commitment (New York, NY: Anchor
Books, 1983), 47. Beth Bailey has noted that Hefner saw his naked women as “a symbol
of disobedience, a triumph of sexuality, an end of Puritanism.” In “Sexual Revolution(s),”
the Sixties: From Memory to History, ed. David Farber (Chapel Hill, NC: The University of
North Carolina Press, 1994), 247. Fraterrigo discusses Playboy’s depiction of the single
man versus married ones in Playboy and the Making of the Good Life in Modern America,
4-5, 32.

56 Cavalcade, November 1959, 4. A story on Burt Mossman, a “one-man army of the Arizona
Rangers,” told the tale of a “skinny, sleepy runt whose Colt spit six bullets as soon as a
man thought about drawing on him.” (Even men of average physique could become
epic heroes.) Jack Pearl, “Burt Mossman: One-Man Army of the Arizona Rangers,” Male,
August 1960, 32. Magazines like Stag also offered up “ribald and rowdy” accounts of
“bedroom-bouncing” protagonists who not only could spot a “man-hungry woman,” but
knew what to do with them when the time came. Christopher Frey, “How to Spot a Man-
Hungry Woman,” Stag, January 1967, 40. See also, Don Calhoun, “The Love Master,”
Male, November 1967, 24.

57 Mack Reynolds, “Are You Yellow?” Battle Cry, March 1960, 34. On femininity and
passivity, see Badinter, XY, 54. Capitalism in Robert J. Corber, Homosexuality in Cold
War America: Resistance and the Crisis of Masculinity (Durham, NC: Duke University Press,
1997), 34; and Breu, 4.
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59 Work clothes in Male, September 1952, 86; and Man’s World, February 1967, 87. Educa-
tion barrier in Epic, March 1957, 3. “How to Pass a Genius” in Male, January 1952, 7. “You
don’t need a college diploma” in Si/, July 1962, 2.

60 Clodfelter, Mad Minutes and Vietnam Months, 37. Exciting in John C. Shoemaker, “My
Story: Personal Reflections on the Impact of the Vietnam Era,” in Milam, 44. Dippel
argues that many “males from low socioeconomic backgrounds grasp that volunteering
offers them a good chance to fulfill their biological destiny.” War and Sex, 12.
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“Stag Confidential,” Stag, July 1966, 8. On military service as an “ideal form of masculin-

ity,” especially among working-class men, see Sarah Parry Myers, ““The Women behind

the Men behind the Gun’: Gendered Identities and Militarization in the Second World

War,” in Vuic, 94. Of note, college graduates like Orville Freeman could still act

heroically by courageously leading a combat patrol while wounded. Glenn Infield,

“Jap Bait at Bougainville,” Guy, April 1965, 16. Freeman went on to become the

governor of Minnesota and the US Secretary of Agriculture.

62 Rabid patriotism in Parfrey, 215. Ray Lunt, “Hot War in the Skies of East Germany,”
Men, July 1964, 32. Of note, an essay in Battle Cry from October 1957 lauded German
Field Marshal Erwin Rommel as a chivalrous warrior who “paid no attention to politics
and fought only for national honor.” Geza Andrassy, “Knight of the Desert,” 24.

63 A. W. Jackson, “Peace Corps Be Damned! It’s Time for America to Get Tough!,” Real,
February 1964, 22, 47. One article in support of the CIA disparaged “college ‘Peaceniks’
whose closest contact with espionage has been stealing exams.” Joseph Disher, “Let’s
Stop Rapping the CIA,” Male, July 1966, 16. Military masculinities embedded into
discourses of nationalism in Paul R. Higate, Military Masculinilies: Identity and the State
(Westport, CT: Praeger, 2003), 209. See also Mary Sheila McMahon, “The American
State and the Vietnam War,” in Farber, 46.

64 As Carol Cohn has argued, “gender is, at its heart, a structural power relation.” See

“Women in Wars: Toward a Conceptual Framework,” in Women and Wars, ed. Carol

Cohn (Malden, MA: Polity, 2013), 4. Gender as power in Maryam Khalid, Gender,

Orientalism, and the “War on Terror”: Representation, Discourse, and Intervention in Global

Politics (London: Routledge, 2017), 32. Social domination in Brittan, 5; and Randal

Johnson, “Introduction,” in Pierre Bourdieu, The Field of Cultural Production: Essays on Art

and Literature (New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 1993), 2. Symbolism in Sara

Meger, Rape Loot Pillage: The Political Economy of Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict (New

York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2016), 39; and Horrocks, Male Myths and Icons, 20.

65 Judith Butler discusses the “ritualized repetition” of masculinity in “Melancholy

St

Gender/Refused Identification,” in Constructing Masculinity, eds. Maurice Berger, Brian
Wallis, and Simon Watson (New York, NY: Routledge, 1995), 31. Joan Wallach Scott,
Gender and the Politics of History (New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 1988), 42.
Performing and enacting masculinity in John Beynon, Masculinities and Culture (Phila-
delphia, PA: Open University Press, 2002), 11; and Bethan Benwell, “Ambiguous Mas-
culinities: Heroism and Anti-heroism in the Men’s Lifestyle Magazine,” in Benwell, 152.

On gender as a social practice and construct, see Connell, Masculinities, 71; and
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66 Nineteen million in Halberstam, 195. Westerns in Cross, 25-27. On diversity of mascu-
line images, see Osgerby, “Two-Fisted Tales of Brutality and Belligerence,” 179; and
Steven Watts, JI'K and the Masculine Mystique: Sex and Power on the New Frontier (New York,
NY: St. Martin’s Press, 2016), 15.

67 Circulation data from Peterson, 24. Bloodstream in Halberstam, Ibid.

68 On manhood as a cultural process, see Bederman, 7. Boys internalizing models of
manhood in T. Walter Herbert, Sexual Violence and American Manhood (Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 2002), 3. Susan Jeffords maintains that “it is the crystal-
lized formations of masculinity in warfare that enable gender relations in society to
survive.” The Remasculinization of America: Gender and the Vietnam War (Bloomington, IN:
Indiana University Press, 1989), xv.

69 Philip Caputo, A Rumor of War (New York, NY: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1977), 6.
Stereotypes and socialization in R. W. Connell, Gender and Power: Society, the Person and
Sexual Politics (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1987), 34; and Brittan, 23. Pulps
influencing public opinion in Joseph T. Shaw, “Letters to the Editor,” in Locke, Pulp
Fictioneers, 33. B. Mark Schoenberg argues that adolescent males are “under great
pressure to conform to societal expectations of what a male should or should not be.”
Growing Up Male: The Psychology of Masculinity (Westport, CT: Bergin & Garvey,
1993), 100.

70 Rejecting elders in Osgerby, Playboys in Paradise, 79. Rite of passage in Longley, Grunts,
28. On disdain for military service in the late 1960s, see David Cortright, Soldiers in Revolt:
The American Military Today (Garden City, NY: Anchor Press, 1975), 4.

71 Correspondent Jim G. Lucas quoted in Phillip Knightley, “Vietnam 1954-1975,” in The
American Experience in Vietnam: A Reader, ed. Grace Sevy (Norman, OK: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1989), 120. Joshua S. Goldstein has argued that “Gender roles adapt
individuals for war roles, and war roles provide the context within which individuals are
socialized into gender roles.” War and Gender: How Gender Shapes the War System and Vice
Versa (New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2001), 6.

72 Pechan quoted in Philip Jenkins, The Cold War at Home: The Red Scare in Pennsylvania,
1945-1960 (Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press, 1999), 69.

73 As H. W. Brands observes, most Americans “generally subscribed to the view that a
communist victory anywhere would endanger peace everywhere.” The Devil We Knew:
Americans and the Cold War (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1993), 86. Crises in J.
Fred MacDonald, Television and the Red Menace: The Video Road to Vietnam (New York, NY:
Praeger, 1985), 19. Empire in Sidney Lens, Permanent War: The Militarization of America
(New York, NY: Schocken Books, 1987), 22. Clandestine forces in Jenkins, 8. I. F. Stone
believed there was an “almost hysterical fear of peace” during the Korean War. The
Hidden History of the Korean War (New York, NY: Monthly Review Press, 1952), 346. For an
overview of the conflict’s links to the Cold War, see David R. Segal, Recruiting for Uncle
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man, Neither Red nor Dead: Civilian Defense and American Political Development during the
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University Press, 1990), 113. On the idea of citizen-soldiers at this time, see R. Claire
Snyder, Citizen-Soldiers and Manly Warriors: Military Service and Gender in the Civic Republic
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“ever-ready airmen.” Laura McEnaney discusses how the government “asked ordinary
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Militarization Meets Fveryday Life in the Fifties (Princeton, MA: Princeton University Press,
2000), 5. As this related to identity, see Clark, Cold Warriors, 2.

76 Martin Caidin, “So You Want to Be a Marine!,” American Manhood, May 1953, 46, 59. “It’s
Tough to Be a Marine,” Real War, December 1957, 38. Civilian businesses in Linn, 163.
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77 “Inside for Men,” Male, March 1967, 8. Of note, in the aftermath of the Korean War,
Battle Cry called for tougher training regimens. “Our GIs were murdered in Korea
because of inadequate training!” The answer? More realistic training that might result
in peacetime casualties. As the author implored, the “public must be made to realize
that the new GIs who might ‘getit’ in training, will be worth sacrificing for the many who
will live to tell about it if there’s a war.” Bob Markel, “Ya Gotta Kill ’Em to Train ’Em,”
Battle Cry, December 1955, 32, 52.

78 Amram Scheinfeld, “Are American Moms a Menace?” in Walker, 108. Devouring in
Brenton, The American Male, 170. Homosexual children in Craig M. Loftin, Masked Voices:
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(New York, NY: New York University Press, 2007), 192. Overinvolved in Wini Breines,
“Domineering Mothers in the 1950s: Image and Reality,” Women’s Studies International
Forum Vol. 8, No. 6 (1985): 604. On Hugh Hefner’s concerns of a “female-oriented
society,” see Fraterrigo, 33.

79 “Stag Confidential,” Stag, March 1966, 43. On mothers not teaching sons to be men, see
Heather Marie Stur, “Men’s and Women’s Liberation: Challenging Military Culture
after the Vietnam War,” in Integrating the US Military: Race, Gender, and Sexual Orientation
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P. Flourie, “Pig Alley: Paradise with a Capital S.E.X.,” Real War, February 1958, 36.
Roberts, What Soldiers Do, 59. On the militarization of masculinity, see Higate, Military
Masculinities, 29.
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World (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1985), 88; and Jean Bethke Elshtain,
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2014): 460.
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with Documents (Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002), 132; and MacDonald, 53. The
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