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many women in the West could vote long before the Nineteenth Amendment
was ratified and how a majority of women of color were still disenfranchised
after its passage. By centering women of color in her study, Cahill is able to expand
both the temporality of the suffrage movement—taking it well past the Nineteenth
Amendment and into issues of access, citizenship, and equality—as well as its spatial
parameters, moving from common East Coast-focused narratives by expanding
westward and even trans-Pacifically. Meticulous research coupled with an engaging
writing style makes this book required reading for anyone—whether students,
professional historians, or history buff—interested in U.S. history. Recasting the
Vote is more than a reconceptualization of stories we think we already know.
Instead, it highlights opportunities to ask new questions, look in new directions,
and continue building a more expansive and inclusive understanding of women’s
suffrage.
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Using Maine’s Thomas Brackett Reed, a Republican who served as Speaker of the House,
political scientist Robert Klotz examines how parliamentary procedure and strict party
discipline transformed the House of Representatives in the late nineteenth century. The
subtitle of Klotz’s book, “The Gilded Age Speaker Who Made the Rules for American
Politics,” captures the volume’s true focus. Far from a conventional biography, Klotz’s
study serves as a vital tool for scholars who wish to understand the transformation of the
House during the Gilded Age.

In eleven chapters, Klotz explores the most important professional components of
“Czar Reed’s” political life. The bulk of the work the tactical and strategic choices Reed
made at a time when the balance of power in the House of Representatives seemed to
change with every election. Reed’s first term in office followed the notorious election of
1876, making him a member of the minority during the divisive 45th Congress. Reed
readily employed commonplace dilatory tactics. The Republicans remained in the
minority until 1881, when, as member of the new Republican majority, Reed began
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developing techniques that he would later master as Speaker of the House from 1889 to
1891 and again from 1895 to 1899. Reed shocked the political establishment when, after
his reelection in 1898, he resigned the following year to practice law and lobby in
New York City. In this regard, Reed is perhaps a figure twenty-first-century readers
can recognize.

Reed is known to political historians and political scientists interested in the study of
institutions. Yet, aside from popular biographies in 1930 and 2011, Reed’s life has avoided
the kind of serious study that one would expect for such a consequential figure.! Famous
for opining that America was a “billion dollar country” when hounded by critics who
attacked spending during the 51st Congress, Reed, who stood 6’2" and weighed some-
where in the neighborhood of 300 pounds, was as combative intellectually as he was
imposing physically. Employing personal papers, the Congressional Record, and a myriad
of additional archival materials, Klotz systematically and thoughtfully approaches his
subject. One emerges from this volume understanding Reed’s approach to governance,
the importance of the “disappearing majority,” and the techniques Reed employed to
overcome Congressional inaction.

This volume shines in depicting the ways in which custom and precedent left the
House prone to inaction. In a practice that would astound neophytes today, members of
the House were able to be physically present but not counted as such during congressional
roll calls. It was therefore tremendously easy (disturbingly so, to critics who wanted
action) for factions to delay action by employing the “disappearing quorum” to stall
legislative business. Having learned how to play this game as a member of the minority
during his initial years, Reed resolved to change the system while in the majority. The
resulting “Reed Rules,” whereby members would be counted present by the speaker and
his marshals even if they did not actively respond to roll calls, were a ““watershed moment’
in the history of Congress” (110).

Readers hoping for greater insight into the climate and context in which Reed’s
revolutionary changes took place will need to complement this volume with other
sources. Although one gains insight into the changing relationship between Republican
contemporary William McKinley, an ally during the 1880s with whom Reed would lock
heads in the 1890s, for instance, a greater contextual picture is lacking. We learn that
Reed’s bald pate and catfish mustache garnered him a reputation for resembling a Gilded
Age Shakespeare, but we do not see the protagonist engaged with Maine’s most conse-
quential politico, James G. Blaine. Republican factionalism—splits between reformist
mugwumps and spoilsman stalwarts—does not receive a single mention. Nor do we
understand how the issues of the day, such as the tariff, currency, election bills, or civil
service reform, would take on greater meaning during the reign of “Czar Reed.” When
coupled with a handful of political history surveys, however, Thomas Brackett Reed is a
vital tool for understanding one of the most understudied aspects of Gilded Age
political life.

The University Press of Kansas, which has been a leader in treating political history
with care and seriousness, also missed an opportunity by not affording its author any
illustrations in this volume. One reads in great detail about John Singer Sargent’s
1891 portrait of Speaker Reed but does not get to view it in Klotz’s book. Reed’s career

'"William A. Robinson, Thomas B. Reed: Parliamentarian (New York: Dodd, Mead, 1930); James Grant
Mr. Speaker! The Life and Times of Thomas B. Reed, the Man Who Broke the Filibuster (New York: Simon &
Schuster, 2011).
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also coincided with the heyday of political cartoons, and visual material from
Judge, Puck, and other widely available sources would have similarly enlivened this
monograph.

In spite of these modest reservations, Klotz’s important work deserves attention.
Scholars such as Klotz, who work in an interdisciplinary fashion in an age of hyper-
specialization, are absolutely essential. Lyndon Johnson’s biographer Robert Caro titled
one of his volumes Master of the Senate to capture the Texan’s legislative brilliance. After
reading Klotz’s examination of Reed’s political acumen, one might, with apologies to Les
Misérables, think of Reed as Master of the House.
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In May 1869, Confederate veteran Thomas Jordan set sail for Cuba, where he joined
anticolonial rebels fighting the island’s first war of independence. He briefly became their
general-in-chief. He was joined by Union and Confederate veterans, pointing to the
complex intersections of race, slavery, and imperial expansion in the aftermath of the
American Civil War. While white supremacy prevented a multiracial democracy from
blossoming at home, Americans sought to expand territorially and commercially across
the globe. In this welcome collection of essays, editor David Prior’s goal of engaging
Reconstruction and empire as correlated forces is powerful and far-reaching. At the heart
of both lie questions of citizenship and sovereignty entwined with discourses of race,
gender, and identity. Building upon such insights, Reconstruction and Empire: The
Legacies of Abolition and Union Victory for an Imperial Age explores how the United
States navigated the tensions of rebuilding a nation domestically and abroad between
1865 and 1898.

Scholars have increasingly brought the international dimensions of the Recon-
struction era to the fore, yet few works have thoroughly addressed the question of
empire. As Prior convincingly argues in the introduction, building on Du Bois’s Black
Reconstruction and as well as contemporary historiographical debates, it is possible
and desirable to conceive “an alternative historiographical universe where a
long-standing interpretive paradigm of “Reconstruction & Empire” reigns in place
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