adda
alam

amir

Anjuman-i-Khadim-ul-Islam

Arya Samaj
asur
auliya

azan

baba

Bajrang Dal
Baniya

bara

barkat

bat
bhaicara
bhajans
Bhapang

GLOSSARY

gathering place
disturbed, insane, angry
head or commander of army (organisation)

literally, ‘the servants of Islam’, a Muslim political
outfit formed in the 1930s

a Hindu reform organisation
demon

Muslim saint

call for namaz

literally grandfather, older man, religious and
spiritual personalities

a Hindu right-wing militant organisation

a Hindu caste of merchants

courtyard, fence

blessing

conversation, dialogues, a poetic style in Mewat
brotherhood

religious songs

a music instrument of the Muslim Jogis in Mewat
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bhandara

BJP

bhaga-bhagi
bhakti
bidat/bidah

Brajbhasa

bujurg
Brahmin

caste pancayat

caddar/galeb
cadhaava
calisa
carpai

chhe batein
Chishti
cilla

dada

dadi
dak-meoras
Damrot
dan

dargah

darsan

davah
davat

dharma

GLOSSARY

religious feast

Bhartiya Janta Party, a right-wing Hindu political
organisation

Partition event in Mewat
devotion

innovation/addition in Islamic teaching of the
Quran and the Hadith

a dialect spoken in the parts of Mathura,
Bharatpur, Hathras and Aligarh and Bulandsahar
popularly known as the Braj area

elder
a Hindu caste of priests

a council of caste not recognised by the
government

a piece of cloth designated for graves
offerings

mantras consisting of 40 hymns

cot

the six principles of the Hadith and the Quran
a well-known lineage of Sufi saints

a 40-day Tablighi retreat in a mosque
grandfather, saint, respected elder
grandmother

the Meo postmen during the Mughal Period
a Meo pal/lineage

gift, presentation

a tomb of a Sufi saint

seeing a holy person or the image of a deity in
Hinduism

invitation for discussion and debates in Islam
feast

religion/religious doctrines or moral duty
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dhikr/zikr/dhyan
din

dini

doha
doha-dhani
damru

duhlot
Durood-ul-Sharif
Id

ektara

fana

fakir

fatvas

faujdar
fitna
gvals
gotra
guru

Hadith

haram
harem
hujra
ijtema
insan
itihas
irtidad
Jagga

jagrans

329

remembrance of Allah

religion

religious life

couplets

a form of classical music (see rdg)
asmall hand drum and a symbol of the god Shiva
a Meo pal

verses of the Quran recited at a grave

an Islamic festival

a musical instrument made of one string
annihilation

Muslim vagabond ascetics; a Muslim caste of
beggars

legal rulings sanctioned by Islamic scholars
(muftis)

a Mughal garrison officer or police officer
chaos

stockmen/shepherds

lineage

teacher

the collection of the teachings and sayings of the
Prophet Muhammad

prohibitions in Islam

domestic spaces meant for women only
drawing rooms

Islamic congregation

human

history

apostasy

a community of genealogists

all night-awake
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jajmani

jalsa
jamaat
jamaati
jati

jhalar
Kabirpanthi
kabra

kacci sadak
kaka

kalma
kalyug
kamins
kamiya
khidmattiya
khudkasht
kirtan
ksatriya

madrasa

mahasabhas
makbara
malik
mandali
markaj
maulavis
meld
mohalla

Muharram

GLOSSARY

a rural system of patron and client relationship;
peasant castes always performed the role of
patrons for service castes

a congregation

a group

members of the Tablighi Jamaat
caste

furbelow

belonging to the sect of Kabir
mausoleum

unmetalled road

uncle

the lines of the Quran

the last Hindu epoch of fours marked by disorder
services castes

labourer or servant

bodyguards of royal emperors
personal cultivation

Hindu musical praying

Hindu warrior caste-class

an Islamic school primarily for imparting
religious teachings

major associations
tomb

master

group

centre

Islamic preachers
festival

parts of a town

an occasion of mourning among Shia Muslims
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murids/khalifa/pirjadgans disciples

mustaqim a straight path; also interpreted as ‘the right path’
in Islam

Naga Shaivite ascetics

namaz Islamic prayer

Nath Shaivite ascetic sect

nizamat district

nirgun formless or without attributes

niyat intention

nuktavali collection of couplets

pakka solid; metallic

pal a Meo territorial unit

pancayat alocal political body, meeting of elders

panth aguru cult

parampara tradition/custom

parivar pramukhs family heads

pir a term for Islamic (Sufi) saints

pratik symbol

Puran a Hindu religious text written in Sanskrit

qavvali a form of music associated with Sufi saints and
sung at their dargahs

raja aruler

rag style of Indian classical music

Ramzan an Islamic month of fasting

ras sentiment

rasiya avernacular form of music

roja fasting during the holy month of the Ramzan

RSS Rasthriya Swayam Sevak Sangh (National Self-
Help Group), a right-wing Hindu organisation

sabadis sayings

sadh Muslim priests and followers of Laldas
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sadhu
safaya
sagun
sajra

samadhi

sampraday
sant
sarpanc
sampradayik sadbhav
Shivkatha
silsilas

sayar

shirk

shobha yatra
Suddhi
shudra

sraddha

Sufi

sura
svadeshi
svastika
Tabligh
tantric
tapas
tapasya
taqqiya

taqreer

GLOSSARY
sage
clearing up
with attributes or physical qualities
ancestry in Mewat

a state of intense concentration achieved through
meditation. In yoga, the final stage, at which union
with the divine is reached (before or at death)

religious order/religious path/sect/cult
saint

village headman

communal harmony

the tale of Shiva

Sufi saintly lineages

poet

association/polytheism
pageantries/ritual procession
purification, conversion, a purified community
low caste-class Hindus

a Hindu ritual performed to pay homage to one’s
deceased parents and ancestors

Islamic mystic saints, a Muslim individual who
practises tasavvuf or mysticism

the section/verses of the Quran
homemade

the Hindu symbol of auspiciousness
Mission for Islamic preaching
related to Hindu esoteric traditions
heat

meditation

concealing the true identity

religious discourses and reasoning
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tawhid
tehsil

tyag
ulema
ummah
ustad
vat
vrat

VHP

Vyas

wahdat al-wujid
yagna

yatras

yogi

zannat

zuhr

333

oneness of God

a Division of a district for administrative purposes
in India

abandoning

an Islamic scholar

concept of community in Islam

an Urdu term for teacher or master

epic or tale

vow, fasting tales

Vishwa Hindu Parishad (World Hindu Council),
a right-wing Hindu organisation

a Brahmin priest skilled in narrating religious tales
unity of being/god

Hindu sacrificial rituals around a fire altar
pilgrimage/processions

a meditator, religious person or mendicant
heaven

midday Islamic prayer
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