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Tue Human Wispom or St THoMAs. Arranged by Josef Pieper, trans-
lated by Drostan MacLaren, O.P. (Sheed and Ward; 6s. 0d.)

This book is described in the sub-title aus a breviary of philosophy
from the works of St Thomas Aquinas. It consists of over five hun-
dred short extracts from the writings of St Thomas arranged under
seventeen general chapter headings. Apart from a short preface
there is no commentary on the texts. The author hopes that this
will have the effect of leading the reader to reflect on the texts
and thus come to know in a perscnal way the general outlines of
the philosophical thought of St Thomas.

The author is of the opinion that there is mystery at the heart
of all reality. St Thomas’s philosophy is not an exhaustive explana-
tion of one part of. reality so perfect that the only mysteries left
are those lying outside this particular section of reality. On the
contrary it is an attempt to grasp in thought the total order of
entire reality but in such a way as to recognise that this order itself
‘is interwoven and crossed by mystery’. To show the presence in
St Thomas’s writings of a realisation of both order and mystery
has been one of the aims of the present book.

From a practical point of view it will certainly be welcomed by
those who have some acquaintance with the work of St Thomas
but who are unable to keep the whole range of his writings con-
stantly before their minds. It sometimes happens that in reading,
say, a passage from the Summa we forget the slightly different treat-
ment of the same quesgtion which can be found, for example, in the
de Veritate or the de Potentia. This can and does in some cases lead
to a one-sided interpretation of St Thomas’s teaching. It is in con-
sequence a great boon to have texts from various works gathered
together.

Whether the book will be of equal use to those unacquainted with
the general outlines of St Thomas’s teaching is not so easy to decide.
Given a sympathetic approach it is probable that an intelligent
reader will at least feel inclined to know more about Thomist
philosophy, and if this leads him to consult the actual works them-
selves the author will have achieved his aim.

Lastly a word about the contents. Texts of St Thomas are given
dealing with the following problems: the relationship of creatures
to God; the connection between good and evil; the nature of intelli-
gence and morality; the nature of happiness, pleasure and blessed-
ness; the possibility of knowledge and love of God.

G. ExBERY.

A LEexicon oF St THoMas AqQuixas. By Roy J. Deferrari, M. Inviolata
Barry, and Ignatius McGuiness. (Catholic University of America
Press, Fascicule I. $12.50.)

The Thomas-Lexicon of Ludwig Schiitz is now more than fifty
years old and the importance of this new and more ambitious effort





