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has survej-etl and dealt with agricultural problenis i n  mail3 lands, 
he is here only to ask the least expert of  u s  to turn iroiii doctrinaire 
econoniics to the urgerit biological chdleriges that confront everg- 
bodj-. l t  is universally agreed that our subsistence margin is runiiing 
out. Forests, for instance, are necessary to conserve water and 
prevent soil erosion. Yet one Suiiday edition of one Sew York 
paper tlestroys sixty to eighty aci’es o f  forest. \Ian the individual is 
compelled t,o be adaptable and collaborates, as a matt.er of course, 
ivith nature. Hence the resourcefulness arid iiidepenclence of small 
iiiouiitain proprietols. Bu t  Inan in the inass is an alien body and an 
iiiiposition; so t,here is an imperative need-apart from atom bombs 
-of diffiised slid smaller industries. (One would like, in this con- 
iiection, to  add John Brangwp’s  admirable lieusoris f o r  Fnairce, 
I A W ,  l!);;!), to Dr 1’ft:iffer‘s bibliography. ) To those not invariably 
tlisiiiterested people who maintain that culture is of the towns, the 
;~uthor points out that. t8he ideal towi is the capital of the country- 
side. I I I  an! case, towns, HS they are- have little creative spirit; and 
what i l n n  vital they do evince is drained froin iinniigrant rustic 
sources. The process should be reversed, and the towiiee educated t o  
appreciate--and largely to revert to-his rural origin. 

‘l’liese are but a fen. cxaniples culled from the apparent diversity 
-though the theme is actually a close-knit one-of I h  Pfeiffer’s 
book. I t  aims at  unrolling a significant panorama. of the world’s 
biological coldition before the \vorl(l’s social conscience. ;\tlmirably 
illusbrated, with photographs of piinieTal forest. mail-iriutle desert,, 
and every stage of bad and good oultivation between these poles, 
i t  is a book for ever>-hody. One has seen it objected in a Catholic 
review that the author attaches too iiiuch import.ance to pagan fer- 
tilit>- cu1t.s: which have in fact prrservetl the earth a i d  (lo, where 
the!- prevail, still preserve it. Ts it perhaps because we hare  SO 
nl)vioiisly flouted the iiiteidependence of the natural and the super- 
iiatnral life t.hat we dare not face, in this vital field, the superior 
achievements of pagans.  IT^^.^^ r).4KH1. E ~ ) E ~ .  

rdIFE .4SD 1)FATH OF THE ( ‘HHISTIAS \\‘&ST. 11,V .\lhel’t (;leizt!S. Trans- 
l akd  froiii the French I,? :\ristide MeGsinwi, Foreword 1))- H. .T. 
.\lassiiigliain. (1)ennis Dohsoii; i s .  firl.) 
In thexl  clays o f  polit,icwl. sty-iiil ant1 t ~ ~ i i o i i i i ( :  iiiirest, t h e  t‘uono- 

1 tiist. politiciaii. philosopher ant1 t1it:ologian give their tliirposis and 
sIiggest their remedies accordingl?-. 

111 the att,ractively produced and niot1t:rately pikctcl volume of 
e s sa~- s  before us. 311. Gleizes give.; his iwisonetl opinion of the cause 
(not causes) nf the pi.ei;t.nt ills of socit.tJ- a i d .  i n  a brilliant conclud- 
ing chapter, sketehes the road to rt:oovery. ‘I’he cause of o i i r  present 
distress is a certain xtatt. o f  niintl that has evolved o w r  the centii~.ies; 
the ciire centres aroiiiitl ‘ the liitlivitliiill Socittty, t h e  ITni\.erse, the 
cell, the organ and the nrganisni’. So far so go‘itl! 

Riit, l)et,\vern tht. iiiithor’.; pmiting of Ili.; tht%.;is and his final pro- 
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duct,, what. iiieiital riieaiiderings, what involved theorisiiig. Before 
the elid we Iiave met 11. Gleizes's philosopher, econoiiiist, historian, 
mathematician, iiioralist and theologian, but then why not? This is 
i i o  book tor the s i ipf ia ia l ;  it is not to he read for recruation. It will 
provide for the nietaplij-siaian a \. itriety of mental gyninsstics ; fur 
rhe economist, much pivvocation ; for the tlieologiaii -? 

'I'he first essay is ail ambitious ii i ic l  loftily sustained tlissei-tat ioii 
oil t.he dist.inction 1)etwean ' l i f e  viewed as  a tratliiig ' and "l'rade 
viewed as t.he Purpose of life'. There is some heavy going here; yet 
time, patience and applicttt,ion will ren-iird the reader, for there are 
~i iany jewels mi aiting tlisco\.erg- and nian~-  questions to be asked. 
But one reaches the end with a feeling of relief, for the stFle is 
ponderow, despite tlie pleasing variety o i  the footnotes. 

'I.he s m n d  essay is the re\\--ard of the industrious reader; here 
intler:d oiie iculs that the author is a t  his best. IVe rub shoultlei-s 
with him, for his message will find a responsive echo in every heart. 
111 'Land and the Manual Trades', one fiiids Gleizes the craftsiiian 
(he is a painter) calling 11s back from industrialisrii. -411 advocates of 
the 'Back to  the Land' movement. will enjoy this. (One imagines 
F r  Hayes siriiling broadly in his l'iyperary parish and no doubt 
( i .  K. Chestelton and Ihic (;ill nod assent!) Others are challenged 
t o  think. 

In  the third essay-'l'he Mystery of Bread and Wine'-the aiit,hor 
t.reacls clntigerous ground. His love of analogy betrays him; he cle- 
plores, perha,ps rightly. the debased commercialism of rriodern life 
and gives the example of wheat and flour, and then concludes: 'But 
Mass is still said in churches; daily the priests enact the mystic 
scene; on Sundays pious crowds hasten to the services. Could the 
principle ha.ve vanished from Holy (:ommunion since bread, its iii- 
dispensable reality, is unquest,ionablg absent? ' (p. 78).  

The author concludes likewise of the wine used a t  Mass (p. S2). 
Seed we remark o i i  this? There is soinrthing a h i t ,  angels and fOCJlS ! 

The concluding chapter is brief, clear, condensed and concise ; 
wise in conception and execut,ion, so that one is never at a loss to 
grasp the author's meaning, and few will question the sanity of his 
solution. The wliole work is bold and original in its manlier of 
t,reating it dry enough subject; it amply repays the 1al)oiirs of aiithoi,. 
translator, piiblisher and reatlei.. 11. ( 'OSTEI.I .OK. 

I~IX:I,AMATIOS OF ISI)E:IWSDES(:E. 13y 1 h  \\-illis Dwight Slitting. ($01,- 

liiier and I,ariigan ; California.) 
I t  has become a tra.tlit,ion in -1ineric;in films that every so often a 

particular character should drop the mask of unreality, take a 
nose-dive into the camera, and wit.11 a11 embarrassinglj- large face 
iddress the alidieiwe on 'The .lmerican Mray of Life'; or perhaps 
Democracy in general with a, special mention accorded to t.he United 
States. Those who have squirmed uncasily in their seats diiring these 
hiirangues ~vorild certainly take comfort from this book by Dr Willis 
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