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The temperature of a specimen rises when the electron
beam interacts with it, producing ionization and excitation of
atoms and breaking molecular bonds. Energy loss in bulk mate-
rials is ultimately converted to heat, but for small particles some
of the energy escapes. Of the energy lost by the electrons in
the incident beam, that which is absorbed by the specimen and
degraded to heat includes oscillations of valence electrons, the
kinetic energy of low-energy secondary electrons, and radia-
tionless recombination of ionized atoms or moiecuies. Energy
not absorbed includes brehmsstrahlung, characteristic x-rays,
and the kinetic energy of higher-energy secondary electrons.
Glaeser (1979) estimated that 50% of the energy loss is con-
fined to a distance of about 5 nm from the track of the incident
electron, while the other 50% is largely due to secondary elec-
trons having 0.5 to 5 keV kinetic energy. Since the range of a
10 keV electron in nickel is about 0.5 urn (Berger and Seltzer,
1982), much of this energy is converted to heat as well. In the
following, then, I will assume that any energy loss not resulting
in the production of electromagnetic radiation (x-rays) will be
absorbed and will contribute to heating.

In order to calculate the heat input, one needs to have the
stopping power of the material for electrons of the appropriate
energy. For 200 keV electrons in nickel that would be about
1.9 MeV cm2/g (Berger and Seltzer, 1982). This figure is the
collision stopping power. Using the simplifying assumption that
the energy absorbed is the same for all points within the parti-
cle, the total heat input per unit time, H, is calculated by multi-
plying the stopping power by the density to get energy depos-
ited per unit length for each electron, multiplying by the electron
flux, then integrating over the volume, V, of the particle
(equivalent to integrating along the path for each possible path,
assuming that the path length is the same as that for an unde-
flected electron). This gives the energy deposited per electron
per unit length as (8.9 g/cm3) • (1.9 MeV cm2 /g) = (17 MeV/cm)
= (1.7 eV/nm), or H = (1.7 eV/nm) • V • J, where J is the elec-
tron flux. For a beam current of 103 electrons/s • nm2, and a
particle with a 1 urn radius, the input heat is (4rc/3) • 109 nm3 •
1.7eV/nm • 103 electrons/s >nm2=7 • 1012 eV/s.

The loss is through radiation and conduction. The former

Particle Center

Substrate Surface
Radius of Contact Area

depends on the totaf surface area, and the latter is a function of
contact area (among other variables). The particles can probably
be treated as black bodies. At most a constant, kg, would be put
into the black-body equation; the particle is then a gray body. The
heat radiated is kg • o • A • Tp

4 for a particle of surface area A,
where a is 5.67 >10"5erg/s for A in cm2 and Tp in Kelvins
{Handbook of Chemistry and Physics ). Of course, the particle
also absorbs radiation at the rate ks • a • A • TA

4, where TA is the
ambient temperature, so the net radiation loss is kg * a • A • (Tp

4 -
TA

4). For kg = 1 and a particle with a radius of 1 urn at TA = 300
K, the radiative heat loss at the melting temperature of nickel
(1726 K) is 63 erg/s or 4.0 • 1013 eV/s.

The conductive loss is more difficult to calculate. Assuming
that any part of the particle closer to the substrate surface than
some critical height, hc will be in contact with the substrate -- i.e.,
thermal vibrations of atoms of the particle can be efficiently trans-
mitted to atoms of the substrate - the contact area for a particle of
radius R can be calculated. The geometry is shown in the figure.
Letting the radius of the contact area be RCl we have, with very
little work, Rc = R • sin8 and hc = R(1-cos9). Eliminating 9 gives
Rc = (2Rhc-hc

2)1'2. The contact area, Ac , is Ac = 7i(2Rhc-hc
2).

If the contact is with a thick enough substrate (as in the SEM),
the conductive loss will be proportional to the contact area, but if
the substrate is too thin (as in the TEM), the heat conducted into it
will have to diffuse away from the particle, and the loss will be pro-
portional to the circumference of the contact area times the film
thickness. Guessing that hc is about the sum of the Van der
Waals radii of the atoms of the particle and substrate (read off of
any chart which has bars representing atomic sizes on it, such as
the NSRDS (National Standard Reference Data System) chart,
1979 revised edition), and hoping that the effects of surface
roughness will not be significant, this gives for a 1 urn nickel parti-
cle on aluminum, Ac = 4 • 103 nm2, and for the same particle on a
carbon film, the circumference of the contact area is 2 • 102 nm,
and for a 1 nm film thickness, the area through which heat is con-
ducted is 2 - 102nrn2.

The conductive loss is Hc = K * Ac • dT/dz, where K is the
thermal conductivity and Ac is the appropriate area. If the center
of the particle is at a temperature Tp and the substrate is at ambi-
ent temperature (Ts = TA), the thermal gradient can be approxi-
mated as linear, giving He= K • Ac • (Tp - Ts)/R. The thermal con-
ductivity of carbon varies greatly with its form. Using the value for
graphite, and the better defined values for the conductivities of
nickel and aluminum (Handbook of Chemistry and Physics ), and
taking Ts = 300 Kand Tp = 1726 K, forthe usual 1 urn nickel parti-
cle the conductive heat loss is about 0.6 mW for the aluminum
substrate and about 30 uW for the carbon substrate. This con-
verts to about 4 • 1015 eV/s for aluminum and 2 • 1013 eV/s for
carbon. Although several questionable assumptions were made
in this derivation, the conductive loss is predicted to be larger than
the radiative loss for contact with a bulk substrate, and about
equal for contact with a thin film under the assumed conditions.
Both losses are predicted to be larger than the heat input, which
implies that for the example beam current, the temperature of a 1
urn particle would not approach the melting temperature of nickel.

As the radius of the particle increases, the heat input rises
faster (oc R3) than either loss process, and radiative loss rises
faster (x R2) than conductive loss, which rises very slowly (°c R or
R1/2). This predicts that a nickel particle with a radius of several
micrometers on a thin carbon substrate will melt in an electron
beam whose flux is 103 electrons/s • nm2.

Continued on page 26
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Beam Heating
Continued from page 24

As the beam current increases, the heat input increases
proportionally. The conductive loss increases in proportion to
the temperature rise, which in turn is proportional to the heat
input, so the steady-state temperature should be linear with the
beam current for the case where radiative heat loss is negligi-
ble. Radiative loss, however, is a steeply increasing function of
temperature, so when radiation is the dominant loss process,
the temperature increases only very slowly with beam current.
This predicts that an electron flux of 104 electrons/s * nm2

would melt a 1 urn nickel particle on a thin carbon substrate.
Melting a nickel particle on an aluminum substrate would re-
quire a much larger particle and/or beam current (unless the
thermal contact between particle and substrate was so poor
that conduction losses were much less than I've calculated).

Finally to calculate the steady-state temperature of a parti-
cle under the electron beam, use the fact that at steady state
the heat input is equal to the heat lost.

dx col
R3J = k9o47tR2 (T4

P - f s ) + KAC 1 ^

Where: p is the density

dEip- is the collision stopping power

kg is a "gray body" constant
G is the Stefan-Boltzmann constant
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K is the thermal conductivity
Aq is the appropriate contact area in nm2

R is in nm
J is in electrons/nm2

T3 is in Kelvins
Note that the heat capacity of the particle does not enter the equa-

tion for the steady-state temperature. •
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