
OBITER 465 
csiitile iiiaiiie or the Royal Savy .  -1gttiii. .;iniilar groups could be 
created iii coniiection with the  .lpostlt.ship of the Sea Clubs in 
English and IVelsh ports. In somt. ports, notably Liverpool, the 
chaplains hare  alreadj started training g r o u p  of 'ship's leaders', 
i.e., seafaring p i ~ ~ m o t  ers  0 1  :I p s f  ola t I (  s .\/nr./s. 

P E T E H  F. -4ssos. 

U B l T E R  

THE . ~ ~ ' ~ ' ~ ~ ~ l l ~ l . . ~ T l ~ ~ s  of ('iitholic papers that awaits one after o n l j  8 

fortnight's ahsence from honie makes one sJ-mpathise with the aims 
of the ('etitr.6 J ' l f i fort t iut ions Cutholiqitea (163 Boulevard Males- 
herbe;, Paris lye), 'an information agent) for the Catholic press' 
started last Sear ' to put at. the disposal of French and foreign journals 
full information on thc life and Catholic activity of the whole world'. 
C.I.C. pu\)lishes t-xcellent press summaries, provides all the facilit.ies 
of an up-to-date agencj-, and issues exch week La 1-ie ('atliolique 
l l l u s f r i e  (i francs), a brilliantlj-edited paper which need fear no 
technical comparison with Time or Picticre Post .  

From time to time suggestions are made as to t,he possibilitj of 
starting a Ctitholic newspaper in this couiitrj.  Apart from the present 
newsplint. difficulties, such a proposal n-ould probably need not much 
less than a million poiinds to Start it. -1 more practicable-and prob- 
ably more useful-plan would be the establishment of a Catholic 
news-agency on the lines of C.T.C. The diversity and apparent 
independence of Catholic activities in this country continuallj- baffle 
t.he foreign enquirer, and \re ni~imble tin explanation in terms of ' the 
English genius lor improvisation'. If the existing English Catholic 
papers and the more important organisatioiis could agree to back a 
central agencv, the aims of a ne\\-spapc.r might be secured at  a fraction 
of the cost of a mammoth daily. Bu t  it is H highly professional busi- 
ness, ~ 1 x 1  demands a serious recognition of the need of an accurate 
and proiiipt. commentary on  the action of the Church in the world. 
I n  the rileantime Catholic joiirnalisti; itiaj- find in C.I.C. a hope 'for 
the  future. 

* * Y * 
TWICE IS I GESERATIOS has the L-niversitJ- of Louvain suffered the 
loss of its 1,ibimy. -\ recentlj--published account of the University 
during the the  Second World \ \ a r  by Professor Lou.sse (English 
translation by Fr T. Crowley, O.F.M.) gives a moving account of the 
fire of 1940, and leaves little room for doubt that the destruction of 
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the Libr t i i ,~ . ,  buii t  i:p JO paiiiiiil1)- after the siniiiar disaster of tn-entj-- 
five )-ears before. \vas deliberately intended b)- the Germans. The 
attitude of the Hector. l l g r  van IVaeyenbergh. during the years of 
Germail occupatioii fiiitls a proper acknowledgment. He relused to 
surrender on even the smallest issue to the enem)-. and imprison- 
ment was the inevitable price he had to pay. -Uread> the Vniversity 
is doing everything possible t o  repair the losses of war. 350,000 
volumes have beeii collect,erl and catalogwcl, and the famous iiiscrip- 
tioii (which n e ~  eI ill fact uppewed), Furore l’eutorrico tliruta., d m o  
A m e r i c m o  Tes t i t u tu ,  devised to coimneniorate the earlier restorntion, 
may once more be proposed. Professor Lousse suggests that the Ger- 
man st& oficers were convinced that the Library bore this iiiscription 
and that the insult provoked them to a nen- fui,y. However tbat may 
be, the work of reconstriictioii nee& no reineinbance of enmit. to 
inspire it, and the UiiiversitJ- is to be coiigratulatecl oil a sober and 
imnicnsel>- moving account of its adversities and of its confitleiice for 
the future. 

* * .k * 
TOTALITARIAS CLIN ~ T E  (C’atholic Social Guild, IS. Od.) is the testi- 
Inon)- of a German Jesuit, l l a u  l’ribilla, as to the causes nhich have 
brought German)- to ruin. ‘The three main sources of the mistakes 
which the German people peimitted are said to  be political im- 
maturity, lack of character ant1 lack or a sense of conimunitj-. Fr 
Martin d’Arcy, in a preface. emphasises the fact that these are not 
German moiiopolies and that ‘the writer puts his finger on the source 
of Germany’s fall and our danger when he refers to the spiritual 
vacuum caused by the dedine of religious belief’. 

Another Jesuit, F r  La Farge, the well-known editor of America,  
has been visiting German) and has published his impressions in his 
paper. 

‘History and politics can discuss how far the cross of suffering and 
humiliation is justified. B u t  a much more immediate and practical 
question confronts us: what will be the eflects of that cross? Is i t  
to be a prelude to complete moral and social disintegration? Or is it 
to be, a t  least to some extent. R Cross of resurrection? This, says 
Reinhold Schneider, is the capital question for the German people. 
Rut it is also the problem for the world at large. To that query 
there is an obvious answer. If the cross of Germany’s agony is to be 
a Cross of resurrection and not of chaos, it must be a cross of hope: 
political hope aiid spiritual hope alike. There is no other solution’. 

Meanwhile, the Germanq themselves. in such periodicals as the 
admirable Die Nei te  Ordu i f t i ! ]  of the Dominican Province, are facing 
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the vit.al task of building up t,he iiitellectunl life of Catholics, so that 
political action inay have its foundation in the Truth which the  
Church exists to s e n e .  I t  is a special joy to welcome, in the last issue 
of Die Neue O ~ J I U ~ L ~ ,  the name of F r  Franziskus Stratmanii once 
more. Between the wars. he did niore than anyone else to make 
known the Church’s teaching 011 Peace and War,  and his Church and 
War  remains, after tn-enty j-ears, ther t.cxt-book for Christian peace- 
makers. One remembers meeting Fr Stratmann in exile in Home. 
H e  foresaw the war that was to come two years later, and his serenity 
now-as then-is the  final aiiswer to the  despair of a world that has 
rejected God. For it is a serenity which springs from the knowledge 
that,  8s he  wrote, ‘even if t.hert. are a thousand hindrances, a thous- 
and wws, the Church iiiust still preach peace more and more strongly, 
and even if s h e  were to ftiil and (who can believe that possiblc?) she 
could still declare before God and inan: Diri et salvavi aniniam 
meam-1 have spolren, T h a w  delivered m -  soul and my conscience’. 

x + x x 

COMHOSWEAL continues to be the most adult Catholic weeklj appear- 
ing in the English language, and recent numbers have included 
articles on such Yaried subjects as ‘The Current Pan-Turk Danger’ 
(July 18), ‘Christian De&ocrac>- in Argentina’ (August l), and ‘The 
Censorship in Eire’ (August 15). 
LES CarrIERs DI- DROIT devotes its Ju ly  nuniber to the commemora- 
tion of the sixth centenaq- of St 1 \ 7 0  of Charties. It is an  exaellent 
example of a professional journal edited by Catholics. which is to say 
that its Catholic emphasis is not extrinsic (‘Catholic barrister defends 
libelled priest’) but  integral. 
THE ASSI-AL REPORT of the Sot re  Dame Child Guidance Clinic of 
Glasgon- is a reminder of Sister Marie Hilda‘s achievement in creRt- 
ing this admirable centre for work among children in need of psycho- 
logical treatment. In addition to a statistical abstract of the work 
done from Ma:- 1946 to Xaj- 1047, the report gives an  interesting 
account of the  cliiiical procedure in ps) chiatrg, psychology, social 
work and speech theiapy. So one ever more justly earned the Papal 
Cross which was awarded this year to its Director. 
THE WISD ASD THE RAIX (Summer 1947) prints ‘The bnatom)- of 
Judgment’,  an -\quinas Society lecture delivered b>- the Rev. D. J. B. 
Hawkins. 
CHRISTI-s RES (JIercier Press) has articles on ‘Jlinorit,ies’ bJ- Fr 
-4ndren- Beck and on ‘Christian Trade Vnions’ by P. J. S. Serrarens. 

br n * m m  

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1947.tb05915.x Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1947.tb05915.x

