46 LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

EXTRACTS

IeNaTIAN SPIRITUALITY as applied to the problems of our day is #
special subject of the latest issue of Revue d’'Ascetique et

Muystique (Toulouse). It comprises the lectures delivered at
special ‘week’ held two years ago. Pére Daniélou opens the innin
with some vigorous batting in defence of a biblical wicket. He sé
out the Ignatian vision of the world and of man as essentially
biblical vision—one rooted in the Bible and in Christian traditi¢

We come finally to the Ignatian vision of history: it is that of

sacred history, a christly history, it is that of a dramatic histof

the history of a conflict. Three themes are fundamental in

Ezercises, and they unfold the three aspects of this vision: ¥

‘Foundation’, followed up by the ‘Contemplatio ad amorem

expresses the sacred history; the Kingdom, continued by

‘Contemplation of the mysteries’, expresses the christly histor!

and the ‘Two Standards’ expounded in the ‘Rules for Disce?

ment of Spirits’ expresses the dramatic history.

History is made by God, but there is also the history made by 4
devil, and from the second chapter of Genesis until the Pasct!
climax of the Crucifixion and Resurrection this history unfolds'
a drama which is mirrored superficially in the marxist view !
history, where the captivity of the spirit becomes the econo?j
captivity and the struggle for liberty is only material. The Ignati
biblical view, according to Pére Danidlou, offers the only t*
answer to the marxist problem. And it brings man a freedom:
sovereign liberty in respect of all creatures; they speak to man'
God and man not only in his manresan retreat but in all his wo
and voyages finds and praises God.

This is one of those articles that are full of good things with?
however leading the reader to any greater knowledge or to a n¢
line of approach to the needs of the day. Nevertheless the wholef
this number of the Revue will be found of great assistance to?
those who are familiar with, and make use of, the Ezercises.

THE Primacy oF WorsHIP needs constant emphasis, and a writ

in Church and People (May-June) shows how worship will incul®

true virtue and morality but that ‘mere virtue’ will not necesss”

lead to worship and so to religion. .
Virtue in itself, however, is not the cause of religion, but f"
religion will create virtue in the most sin-stained soul. It 1
fact of experience that many morally good, honourable and ho?
persons are not in any real sense of the word religious; g%
often they are professed agnostics and even atheists, for one o
be morally correct for & wrong reason.
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This is all very true, but perhaps the d{choto{ny lbetweililrtleehaand
and virtue is rather supetrficial since religion is also ha bo more
since all the virtues are linked together. It vgould }I;er ?ftie of the
profitable to try to penetrate more deepl.}f into t e'tV onceals and
agnostic to discover what particular type of worship it ¢

into the
80 to be able to encourage and develop that seed to grow into
wholesome plant of true worship,

I 1944 the Sacred Congregation for Religim}s set uP a corlzrlrillsizfi
to study the whole question of the forrna,tllor.‘,_of 3ountg tibusg per-
Recently it published its first results—Enchiridion de s aThe work
fectionis I Documenta Ecclesiae sodalibus instituendis. it does all
18 by way of a foundation stone gathering together as 1 religious
the principal official statements of the Church concerning 1 trisses
life. Such a work will prove invaluable to master; and mis sses
of novices as well as spiritual directors and SUPETIOrs as 2’ S(()jom_
book. It ig discussed by Pére Delchard, S.J., in Revue{Ef e o
munautés Religieuses (May-June 1950). This review also offers me
words of reassurance to contemplative nuns in view <.)f the rum(:i. f.
which have been current that the Holy See is anxious to modily
the rules of enclosure in order to send more workers into the w:lle-
yards of the apostolate. The question of enclosure is indeed ui ez
consideration in Rome, but only in so far as the need fO}' 1ea‘,v1ng !
temporarily for the sake of an operation and such-like is con-
cerned and where the religious are so poor that they are unable ‘fo
keep alive without engaging in some kind of work. It is in fact simply
& Question of the modern necessities of the religious themselves.
TrE figures given in the United States official Catho.li(-: Dlr_ec'COI’.V
regarding religious are of some interest. Professed rellgllous in the

number 141,606 Sisters and 7,301 Brothers—an increase of
490 over th

. € Previous year. Much of this increase is due to the
influx of religious and postulants from Europe. For example, one
diocesan convent hroy

ght over fifteen Irish postulants: in 1946. The
ndation has only four native Americans. Another
nuns, all of whom are foreign-born.

LA Vipa SOBRENATUR,;,
figure of Father Arinte

new Trappistine fou
convent hag thirty

(Salamanca) centres round the outstar}dmg
ro, whose cause for beatification is said to
have been i

ntroduced in Rome. The review still eontains excerpts
from Fy Arintero’s own wo

tks. The current issue contains his notes
on the illumingtiye way.

TaE Trisg Rosary (Dublin) points to the remarkable convert
Mother Janet Stuart

under the title of ‘The Fourth White Swan’.
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