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vitally concerned with fundamental issues, many are content
to dally with the more fortunate blooms of the New Age: to
disregard railways as an economic blunder and merely to be
glad that the ‘ Royal Scot’ was made. They are the people
who will ‘ man the last ditch’ for Modernity, and they must
be considered in a complete criticism. Perhaps they too can
appeal to common sense for what appears to be merely common
senselessness—as he himself would say.

His readers will applaud him for this characteristic perform-
ance, given with all the bounce of a clown in a pantomime. And
they will be grateful, too, for the pleasing and serviceable form
and the cover design by that witty artist Thomas Derrick.

R.M.B.

Curist THE KING OF GLORY. By Dom Anscar Vonier, O.S.B.
(Burns, Oates & Washbourne, Pp. 152; 5/-.)

It is the duty of Christian teachers to bring the mind of every
Christian into living contact with the traditional Faith of the
Church, not only by simple enunciation of the truths of the
Faith but also by careful and illuminating explanation, and so
re-present the great body of Christian thought contained in the
writings of the Apostles, the Fathers, the Doctors and the theo-
logians. Such is the work that Abbot Vonier has accom-
plished in Christ the King of Glory with singular success. His
subject is the Person of Christ and his chief source is the magni-
ficent treatise of St. Thomas Aquinas on the Incarnation. It is
a book for the ordinary Catholic with good will and energy
enough to apply himself to a thoughtful study of the truths
contained in the doctrine that Christ is at once true God and
true man. As the Abbot remarks : ‘ It is not an enviable state
to have a reputation for writing difficult books.” He reduces the
difficulties, however, to manageable shape and has written a
book worthy to be counted among the best explanations of

Christian doctrine in modern times.
C.C.H.

A RecaLL 10 DanTE. By Alice Curtayne. (London : Sheed &
Ward; 6/-.)

One is inclined to quarrel with Miss Curtayne for sounding a
‘Recall to Dante’ in which there is no direct treatment of
Dante’s poetry as such. A reason why Catholics, as much as
anybody else, should be urged to read Catholic poetry is that
it is poetry. But the author in her disarmingly modest pre-
face announces her intention to be to emphasise the poet’s
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Catholic mind, ‘ to indicate the Catholic treasure that is buried
in him,’ and this has been very well done.

The biographical sketch is colourful; the treatment of the
Divine Comedy itself very clear. The question of English
translations is dealt with thoroughly, and the failure of verse
renderings proven by copious examples, including—rather, per-
haps, reaching a climax—the ultimate infelicity of Anderson’s
version of

“Scalzasi Egidio, scalzasi Silvestro,
retro allo sposo . . . .~
as:
‘ Giles bares his feet, Sllvester his behind
The Bridegroom . . .

Perhaps this book will induce Catholics to use the Divine
Comedy instead of a manual of meditation. And this will be
no mean achievement.

L.S.G.V.

THe QuUesT of SoLiTupe. By Peter F. Anson. (London:
Dent; 7/6.)

A book on the history of hermits and hermitages is outside
the interest of most men, but Mr. Anson deals with the subject
so charmingly and so capably that the book should be appre-
ciated by all. It is perhaps more of a delightful travel-book
than a history-book, but a travel-book in no ordinary sense, for
we are taken from solitude to solitude, from wilderness to
wilderness, from Assisi to Judaea. Mr. Anson’s attractive
drawings will appeal to everyone and give the reader an excel-
lent idea of the places to which he is taken. To the student
this book will be invaluable, if only for the numerous biblio-
graphies, which are both lengthy and methodical.

P.A.H.

DE ExTREMA UNcrioNe. TracTaTUus CANONICO-MORALIS DE
SacraMENTIS. Vol. II, Pars II. By Felix M. Cappello,
S.J. (Turin; Marietti. Pp. xv, 311; Lire 15.)

Yet another volume has recently appeared of Father Capello’s
combined work on Moral Theology and Canon Law. It should
be a great advantage to both students and parish priests to
possess this treatise on the Sacrament of Extreme Unction, as
there are few if any other works which glve so complete and
satisfactory a consideration to this subject in all its aspects.
The method, which is so prevalent nowadays, of enclosing
within the same pages Moral Theology and Canon Law, is per-
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	offends modern delicacy but was perfectly in accord with eighteenth-century notions of refinement. Some few phrases in his letters deserve to live-e.g., ‘ Few are so busy as not to find time to do what they delight in doing.’ Hill Boothby’s own letters



