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This volume demonstrates once again the vitality
which currently characterizes the field of Anglo-
Saxon studies. This vitality is reflected here both
in the continuing acquisition of new knowledge
and in the fresh perspectives gained from the
combination of disparate but complementary skills
and disciplines.

Evidence presented here for the first time
reveals unsuspected aspects of the influence of
Aldhelm’s Latin poetry in early medieval Spain.
The many non-runic inscriptions which have been
discovered since 1980 are catalogued and analysed.
Comprehensive analysis of a little-understood
Latin source of the Old English medical treatise
known as Bald’s Leechbook throws new light not
only on the English text itself bur also,
surprisingly, on the transmissional history of the
Latin source.

The related disciplines of art history,
architecture and archaeology receive their due
share of attention. The decoration of an important
manuscript from the early tenth century, the
Tanner Bede, is set in the context of tenth-century
developments in manuscript illumination.
Analysis of the Regularis concordia from an
architectural point of view permits fresh
understanding of the layout of monastic churches
in the later Anglo-Saxon period, and a recently
discovered wall-painting in Winchester is argued
to contain an illustration of a famous lost
reliquary originally commissioned by King Edgar
for the shrine of St Swithun in Winchester.

The two principal prose authors of the later
Anglo-Saxon period attract detailed analysis:
Alfric’s debt to the lectionary of Smaragdus is
investigated for the first time in a way which will
compel reconsideration of his scholarly working
methods while, on the contrary, close study of
Waulfstan’s handling of earlier prose sources (such
as /Elfric himself) shows that Wulfstan was
indebted to an oral technique of composition still
used by the preachers of today.

The volume concludes with the invaluable
annual bibliography, providing a comprehensive
listing of 1991 publications in all branches of
Anglo-Saxon studies.
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