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It is good to see these two great figures, Henderson
and his successor Angus MacNiven, bracketed
together. The authors could not resist reference to
MacNiven’s alleged eccentricity in “the popular
Gartnavel mythology™, and quote one of the famous
tales; but some who knew MacNiven came to believe
these were secretly fostered, if not indeed invented,
by that eminently sane but very subtle Highland
gentleman. He combined a selfless and effective
devotion to his patients with a wryly witty self-
depreciation, a trait not common in distinguished
doctors.
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This is a good book, well written, illustrated, and
extremely cheap. The history of a fine hospital may
even be of some current relevance in these days of bed
closures and community care. Andrews, in the
very last sentence of the book, wisely writes “The
benefits and drawbacks of such changes at Gartnavel
Royal and elsewhere —and patients’ own views of
them — will, more than likely, only become clear in
subsequent generations™.

A.C.Tarr
Formerly Physician Superintendent
Crichton Royal Hospital, Dumfries, Scotland
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