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S tire outskirts ot LJoiis a vast iiroirolitli of R h q i i t a l  aolti- 

rileillorates the secular patiYJl1 of that citj- of iiiart,3’rs-~~’;ciouai.(~ 0 Herriot. You take the bouiiuiiig traiii frorii I.’lace Bellecour (tllt .  

Geriuaiis stole the trollej-bwes), a i d  at 13iaiiche Grange you tw1uii.e 
for the cliurch of Sot re  Dame-Saint Albaii. I t  is hidtleii away behiiid 
the clinical cliffs of the  hospital, a i d  thew is little enough about this 
plain box of a church to make it reinarkable. B u t  it is preciselj- here, 
amidst a sprawling suburb of flats and hostels, of n.orlinien‘s tln.ell- 
ings slid doctors’ villas, that  for  the last. t\vent:-five 3-ears the abbt? 
Laurent lieniillieiix has built up a Cliristian aornniunitj- nhich by this 
is known throughout France and beyond. 

How did i t  happen? Pere Clkrx,  who in his I ’nwisse  ( ‘ o ) u m  1 4 i a c 1 7 ~ f t :  

hlissionaire so vividlx recorded the achieverilelit of the  hbb6 Miulioii- 
neau in the industrial parish of C‘oloiiilws, has now published a i l  

account of the Lyonese parish which goes far to answer that question.* 
Even the  casual visitor t.0 Saint Alban is arvare that this is 110 ordinary 
church; or rather that  here is a most ordinarg church in which is 
realisetl the true function of a house of C h c l ,  the meeting-place of1 
God’s people, a living mnimunity of the fait,hful niade oiie p f ! T  i p ” L ) r i  
e t  c i i ~ i  ips0 e t  in ipso .  

The parish numbers eight tliousaiid people. Of these some t.lirer 
hundred and fifty can be said to belong to the ’coinmunit!-’. These 
are the faithful who have a. liviiig sense of their C’atholicisiri, w1i:j 
enter regularly into t.he comrriuiial worship of the church. .is iiiany 
again would describe tlieniselves as Catholics, of varying degrees of 
allegiance. One in twelve, therefore, of t,he popiilation is Catholic. 
And thii; is the average for L~-ons .  R niow C’atholio citJ- than most- 
a reniindcr, if need be, of the vast territorJ- of uiibelief that  remaiiis 
to be conquered. Bu t  statistics niatter less than the vitality of thts 
existing C‘hristiaii famil?.. And here the basic distinction tiy the :\lib15 
hIichonneaii needs to be remembered. The Christian parish is the 
means of evangelisation of the  missionary parish that lies beyond, 
The first task, therefore, is the building up of the central city of the 
faithful : its sanct,ity and solidarity nre the prerequisites of its 
extension. 

4 t  Sot re  Dame-Saint -4ll)aii. the stress has up to nmv fallen 0 1 ;  

the formRtion of the Christian cWe (no snobbery here : ‘you have not 
chosen me . . .’). A s  the Abb8 Bemillic.us explains: ‘For the work of 
rc.christiaiiisation we must first of all have communities who are 
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public praxer of tlic iai t hful-l~~~\vever surpiisinglj- espi.es~ed-springs 
fro111 a deep ~iii~Ierst:iii~ling oi the iiicaniiig of a Christian vocation. 
The cliurcli itself is a plain square building, innocent of architecture, 
in \vhich nothing distracts J ou from t.he altar-a siniple long table 
\vith two caiidlesticks. h s s  is offered facing the people, not, with the 
intention of providing a novelty but merely to aid that actiye partici- 
pation in tlie liturg? wliich esprcsses the life of the Christian family. 
i lie cclt!l)r;uit’s gestures, the dialoguc~ il-itli the  .zongrtb;;tition, tile 
reudiiig of epistle and gospel art! certaiiily given a greater reality. 
It goes without saxing that the practice has the permission of the 
C‘aidiniil .irclibii;hop of Ljons. During the ~veek tlie coiiiiiiunity mass 
is a t  6.15, so  that the faithful can attend before they go to work. 
1:vei.y iiiass is ans\vered by the ~vhole congregation, grouped about 
the altar. O n  Sunda>-s the comiiiunity ma.ss is a t  8 and is always 
suiig. -1 second priest usually reads the epistle and gospel in French 
iind providtts, too, a running aoiiinimtary 011 the liturgy of the day. 
F C J ~  some people there is perhaps not enough room for silence a t  
Saint .4lbitn. Hiit there is no doubt (and the point is emphasised in 
I,tr 3ft:s.w; ( ‘ t  .<ti f ‘crtc’c.lii.sc2) that the ‘1:ritlentine decrees require a 
catechetical instruction during the iiiass ( in t e r  .Ilissarutn celebra- 
f io t zem)  ‘especially on Siindays and great feasts, \\-hether an explana- 
tion of one of the readings froiii Sacred Scriptiii.e or of one or other 
o f  the rites of the most holy sacrifice’. 

‘1:here is iio room to give a tlvtailed account of the cminiunal nor -  
ship at Saint - i I l~an,  with the ‘1,etil’ offtirtory niatle by the faithful, the 
itientioning of those to he praj-ed for a t  the d l e t r i e r ~ t o  of the Canon, 
the solenin procession to Hal;\- Coiiiniiinion (with the singing of the 
psidin xith its antiphon). and the corporate thanlisgivillg after mass. 
‘I’hese detiiils iiiust I)e judged in relation to tht. t m l  they serve, 
namely t,he life of a community, a praying family which accepts the 
social implications of its pmyer. There is no suggestion of precious- 
ness; indeed one might, feel that there is too little consideration for 
the ) r i y . ~ t e r i u m  of worship. Perhaps one niay attempt to understand 
too much? 

The administration of t,he Sacraments a t  Saint -4lban is a magnifi- 
cent revelation of the springs of a Christian community’s life. Bap- 
tism, the sacrament of Christian initiation, is a family feast; it has 
the solemnity and joy that properly belong to it.  ‘Baptism’, says the 
parish priest, ‘is essentiallp the affair of the conirnrinity. . . . What 
iiomense to make of it a private thing. almost clandestine! All the 
parish is concerned, and so it Eakes place on Sundays at t,he com- 
inunit- niass’. The traditional rites are esactly observed, hiit they are 
r.rplainet?. -\ delightful toiich : the godmother holds the newly-bap-. 

___.____- 

2 ( ‘ , . t . f :  I3 la<.kfriaw Piibliratiori;: 1.5.. nrl. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1947.tb05931.x Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1947.tb05931.x


sonm D..mi.:--S,usrr . i i , i : . n  <>;SY 
tisecl cliilcl i i i  I i w  arms as she receives I I o l ~  Coniinuiiioii. ‘ l’ l i~~ ( m a -  
sional baptism oi adults is an occasion of special so1eiiiiiit.y. ‘Yiist 
Communion’ has been separated entirely from the purely social 
enviroiinient which makes of it in so iiiany French parishes the ending 
o f  a Catholic life instead of its beginning. ‘I’ht. eniphasis is placed on 
the renewal of the baptismal proulises aiicl the initiation of a rcspon- 
sible Christian life. The sacrarneiit of marriage, too, is placed in the 
contest of the life of the coriiiiiuiiity and is, as far as possible, 
adiriiiiistered before the Yuiiday coniiiiuiiity iiiass-as is the cere- 
niony of espousal, which has been given baok its oiigiiial iiiemiing a t  
Saint Mban. 

Funerals, again, are the coiicei’ii of’ the hvliole coriiniiuiity, aiid the 
inass of requiem is itln-;tys a t  aii Iiour wheii most of the faitliiul can 
attend ‘ to  bid farewell to one of their number who has parted for 
eternity’. A11 the vulgarity of I ’o trrps  I;’urtkbres has heen abolislird 
i ro i~ i  the churcli. .Ind one o i  tlie iiiost moving iiicideiits recorded by 
PBre ChBry i s  t,lie coilversion of an unbelieving professor of medicine 
who was profouiidly moved by the spectacle of a fuiieral a t  Saint 
Alban, with its ceremonies revereiitly explained and its a.tniospliere 
of a family parting. 

description of ‘yha t  happens’ in a snitill subuvban churcli in 
Lyons might seem to have little relevance for anyone but its otvn 
parishioners. The important thing about Sotre l)aiiie-Sjsint Mban 
is not this or that innovation (circumstances alter: what is possible 
or desirable there may not be so elsewhere).The reality is what counts, 
and that quite simply is a inatter for tlimksgiving. There are prac- 
tically no parochial organisations-iio J .O.C. ,  110 wonien‘s lea, w e s ;  
and there is, as yet, little done directly for the unbelieving iiiu1t.i- 
tudes. But ,  as a result of years of hard work and harder prayer, the 
.-\bb8 Reniillieux has established in our time a Christian family, a 
parish that realises most deeply its unity in Christ. Of course it. is, 
Iiumanly, the ~ o r k  of one man, ;ti id a n - o n e  \vlio lias iiii’t l i i i i i  is left 
in no doubt that  the <*%bb6 Reniil1it:us is a ma11 o f  God who l iws for 
iiothing hut the estah!ishnient of God ’s  kingtloiii iiiiioiig t,hose lie is 
called to serve. I t  is good t,o know that his work will continue, for 
the parish on his death will pass to the I’rcldo, a most apostolic con- 
gregation of secular priests founded in the diocese of L-oils b>- L ’ h  
Chewier, and whose novices already work at. Sotre Dame-Saint 
.\]ban. 

I t  is a strange experience to turn froiii tlie simple presbytery a t  
Saint Alban, where breakfast is an a p p e  which cnntinnes most truly 
the spirit of the earlier sacrificial meal, to find oneself again amidst 
the wilderness of cafks and trams, wi-itli the vast hospital be>-ond. 
I t  is sad to think how lit,tle as yet this seciilar world, so desperately 
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sick and so patlieticall- eager for release, has been touched by tlir 
healiiig spirit of Xotre Dame-Saint, Uban.  I t  will happen, but fiist.  
oi all there is the hard ant1 patient work of prepw.ation. ‘1.hat is triit. 
of all parishes e\-c~rnvlii.i~e. - l i d  tllat is ii-11) L’bre (‘I~Cr? ‘ s  book shoultl 
be read bj- everyone who believes-and what Catholic cannot believe:’ 
-that the rwo\-erj- of the Christian life deinantls, to Legin with. :ti1 

esairiiiiat,ioii of conscience. Ai’otrc Dt7r)r r - S ~ i i i c t  Al6an will help. 
J I , L T ~ . D  I<v.iss, 0.1’. 

‘111 1.: H I< .I 1 ,  1‘1’Y 0 I.’ F:I I T H  1s T H I ;  
hI 0 D 1:: R X I\. 0 N I, 1) 

s the spring of 19311 1 was asked 1)~ the editor of T l ~ c r l ; b l i i t l c r ,  
one of the leading periodicds of the (1atholic ~outh-rno\-eiiient in  
Germany, to  contribute to the final iiurnber which he had been 

permitted to publish before this periodical hat1 t.o cease to esist- 
to save paper, as it was said. We former contributors were asked to 
state what we felt was the most important duty of young Catholics 
of our tinie. Since soon afterwards 1 left Germany, 1 did not receive 
an offprint of that article, but some while ago. a frieiid of mine p r v -  
senteti ine n-it,h an :dtl copy of that issue. \Yhen I read it again, it. 
stmck me that,  in spite of the world-shaking events which had takeii 
place in the meantime, the fuiidtrriientd spiritual situation which \ re  
then considered had very little changed. 

The editor had given m y  contribution t,he title ‘Die lautere \\.irk- 
lichkeit’, which I niay perhaps traiislate ‘Reality, nothing but, 
reality’. I still feel that the fundamental duty of Catholics in our 
time is t o  realise for themselves and for others that there are thiiigs 
which, though not belonging to the material and sensuous sphere. 
are real. I t  is the general characteristic of our age that its concep- 
tion of realit.). is no longer derived from the external but from the 
internal world. Modern art ,  for example, does no longer aim at 
representing grapes so true to life that the birds would come and pick 
at them, but a t  representing either t,he grapeness of grapes or some 
ot,her realisation of internal reality mhich, we may say, happened to 
arise from the sense-picture of grapes. Sometimes, I feel, Catholics 
are afraid of accepting this internal conception of realitg, acceptinp 
not in the sense of adopting it,  but of giving it credit, of believing that 
it is sincere, honest and intellectuaily decent. We are inclined to  
regard this coiiception of reality a s  conducive to false mysticism and 
to subjectivism. 

T have shon-n elsen-here that, while liturgical arts have benefited 
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