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dissociate certain actions from the Church in such a way as to suggest that ties
actions belong only to individuals. It seems to me simply dishonest to say » a

'the Spanish Inquisition tortured uneducated men and women' but to insist tn»
the Spanish Inquisition is so far not to be identified with the Church that the
is no reasonable way in which one can call this the action of the Church and so o •
Hans Kiing has covered this ground extremely well and I am sure that J»
Westow basically agrees with him.

Having got my minor carps out of the way I want now to consider for a so
space just what it is that Mr Westow has done for us. We are accustomed
thinking of ourselves as members of the Christian Church. Precisely what
make of this depends upon our degree of integration into, and understanding
the Church. But any kind of understanding is bound to be informed by «*
emotional and intellectual attitudes to which we have been bred. Many 01 "1

will constitute valuable insights into the Church for us, but others are rner 7
the blindnesses of our time and situation. It is these that we must overcome,
order to make clear just how this process of conditioning has worked m ,
Christian community the author gives a concise and very valuable histofl
survey of past Christian ways of looking at themselves, and their world. Clea 1
such a survey, in a book of this size, has to be highly selective, but it would
hard for anyone to deny that the account is not only fair, but extremely " .in

ting. What he is concerned to illustrate is the constant tension between the 1
of the Church as a community and that of the importance of the individual-

Mr Westow feels, and clearly he is right about this, that the primitive Chris

understanding of the perfection of the individual within and through
community has been swamped and very nearly destroyed today by an exce ̂
individualism. It is not enough, however, merely to condemn this 'attitude •
order to combat it we must understand its origins, and also grasp the 8e j j
truth hidden in its excesses. Any disagreement one might have with s
details of Mr Westow's argument can in no way affect its total excellence- ^

The book is pleasantly written and is precisely the kind of thing we all 6
to read if we really want the nouvelle vague to wash over England. If this boo
the success it deserves then English Catholic jingoism will be firmly on lB

NEIL

THE MAKING OF A CHRISTIAN, by Charles Davis; Sheed and Ward, s>

Charles Davis' latest book is concerned to provide a critical interprets ^
baptism and confirmation, and in doing so to return them to their true s ^
central and splendid events in Christian culture. As usual with Fr Davis, tn -t

logical exploration is controlled by a pastoral concern, the felt need to jjj
an impoverished Christian community deprived of its own meanings* ^0(
baptism sometliing more than a fumbling around the font in a remote c: Q{
the church, and confirmation m o r e than a mere interior strengthening-
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e book is spent in tracing the history of both sacraments, but this is never a
e r e filling in of background: instead, historical scholarship is utilised to com-
municate the sense of an evolving, adjusting continuity on which we must draw
1&cally> selectively. The whole point of the historical retrospect is to show how

, ? sacrMnental rites have constantly adapted to specific cultural needs, and
°^ ernphasjs is made the basis of the pastoral argument.

« is difficult to say that this book is just about baptism and confirmation,
cause the more the author probes his central concern with the sacraments of
nstian initiation, the more they open outwards into an exploration of the
°*e biblical and liturgical field. Our response to baptism must be shaped by
responsiveness to the whole biblical culture, and Fr Davis illustrates the point

' a discussion of the Old Testament themes and images which form the
i Rent's heritage of meaning. In the chapter on Death and Resurrection,

Pasm is s e e n m r e l a t i o n t 0 t n e central Christian mysteries, as a personal eiiact-
• * °i the saving acts of Christ, and this involves pushing the book's perspec-
j S ° u t further into a consideration of the nature of sacraments in general. The
j kapters of the book are devoted to a discussion of confirmation, and here
, e is some critical analysis of the familiar formulas; confirmation, rather than
Vri h r n e r e ty a n interior strengthening, a matter of the personal confrontation
's • *s t n e s a c r a m e n t which gives our membership of Christ's body its

^ and apostohc dimension', the groundwork of the living encounter be-
j - 5 " l e individual and community. Confirmation, hke baptism, draws mean-
life r-Oni " s r e l a t i ° n t 0 t n e community, and it is here that the theological and

s. °1Cal concerns in Fr Davis' book merge into a unified attempt to return the
^ e n t s t o their function within the community, to fight the attitude which
* ^ aS a ^am^y affair and confirmation as a preparation for manhood.

ailt discussing the relations between baptism and confirmation, the
^d I,' eXarn™es t n e question of the age at which confirmation should take place,
cOl,/-

 s ichors the exploration in a directly pastoral matter; his final support for
eatj ^ t i o n at an age when a full personal response is possible, rather than at an
s Wf * a c c o r c l a n c e with early tradition, emphasises both his insistence on the
ftw Catlc:e of the personal response in understanding the nature of the sacra-

w. ' ^ d his readiness to adapt tradition to actual need, to a changed culture.
Wo ' ^ most admirable in the method of this book is the way in which
itjjj . ^ and theological scholarship is never allowed to blur the liturgical,
Ĉ tUr iatlVe emPnasis» ^>ut is harnessed at every point to a fuller and deeper
fusj0 ^"erstanding. Factual and imaginative elements are held in precise
c°1 ' . e author manages to communicate a whole poetic structure while
by ̂  p'g himself with specific, pastoral problems, and the vision is controlled
itf<w PPed, pointed style which gives a tight logic to the argument, pushing
^ct in c o n t i I l u a l ly.: there is never a wasted gesture, always a sparse urgency

iiW Pty imaginative activity.
^' 'C ' s ^ ^ i t y of vision underlying the new theology which comes

niost forcefully: the discussion of baptism and confirmation can't be
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isolated offfrom a living liturgical context, and themes are constantly
outwards to show new interrelations, new unities of meaning. What is c o W .
municated is not merely the particular argument, but the whole structitfe

feeling of modern theology, so that someone who read only this book Wotr
understand the stresses and values of the new ways of looking. Fr Davis' b°°,
do more than supply brilhant insights: they also supply the kind of education ,
sensibility, the imaginative training, which is part of the distinctive meth°d

modern theology and symptomatic of its values.
TERRY

REDISCOVERING EASTERN CHRISTENDOM: Essays in memory of Donafe ,
Winslow, edited by E. L. B. Fry and A. H. Armstrong; Darton, Longman ^
Todd, 21s.

All who knew Dom Bede Winslow must remember him for three qualities.
translucent and very personal charity, his capacity for close friendships aD°
indomitable tenancy. The first two qualities were interwoven, the third
perhaps a heritage from Victorian England. Just as there were great Vict° .
Englishmen who were married to Bulgaria or to Greece, so Dom Bede r e t 7 \ j ,
an unswerving love for eastern Christendom from about 1909 until his & ^
fifty years later. Few books could have given him so much pleasure as this voi
of essays in his memory. . ^

The list of contributors illustrates die width of his contacts. It includes SCD
of the eminence of Joan Hussey, Francis Dvornik and Norman Daniel, Ortn
like George Florovsky, Anglicans like John Lawrence. It is particularly &
that there is an essay by Brother George Every who is in so many ways V
Bede's Anglo-Catholic successor. The subjects covered range from 'Gibbon
written' to 'Edmund Bishop and the Epiclesis' and 'Orthodox-Catholic *
tions'. Sometimes the conclusions might be controverted; 'East and wes ,
R. P. Deya'ifve contains generalisations at which other specialists will W
But then Dom Bede always enjoyed starting a discussion group. The vo
opens with an admirable photograph of Dom Bede followed by a live andm0

memoir by Miss Barbara Fry. p
GERVASE A T H E * .
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