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“... provides for the first time in short space a rounded picture of what is today
known about the problems of psychotropic substance misuse... We are still
unsure why the problem of psychotropic drug misuse has come upon us, and of
the proper balance between too much and too little concern. The framework
within which to see these matters is still unclear and our usual repertoire of ideas
may appear rather wanting when we get close to real understanding of why the
young mother in the tower block takes benzodiazepines.”
Professor Griffith Edwards,
(from the Foreword)

The book is divided into seven sections, including effects on daily life, use and
misuse in general practice, self-poisoning, work of accident and emergency units,
and the relation between ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ drug abuse.
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