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references are relegated to the end of the book, thus leaving the
reader with as little distraction as possible in his perusal of the
ipsigsima verba of St Thomas.

The selection and juxtaposition of texts are skilfully done, and
show a wide acquaintance with St Thomas’s works. Mr Pieper
admits that his choice has been determined by his own personal
feelings, as was only to be expected. It would indeed be claiming
a lot to say that any series of isolated texts, however carefully
chosen, could give a complete picture of anything so closely articu-
lated as the thomist synthesis. Still the principle of letting St
Thomas speak for himself is a sound one, and this ‘breviary’ is
to be welcomed as giving a sample of the real character of St
Thomas’s thinking and as an introduction to the further study of
the original contexts of the passages here presented.

The translation of the texts, by Fr Drostan Maclaren, O.P., is
excellent throughout, preserving as it does the combined robustness
and precision of the original.
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