
CONCEPT FORMATION IN THE WILD

Concept formation is predominantly analyzed in classrooms and
laboratory experiments, meaning that the collective formation of cul-
turally novel concepts in practical activities “in the wild” has largely
been neglected. However, understanding and influencing the complex-
ity and contradictions of the present world demands powerful concepts
that can make a difference in practice. Going beyond the understand-
ing of concepts as individually acquired static labels, this book develops
a dialectical theory of collective formation of novel concepts in the
wild, in everyday activities. Drawing on cultural-historical activity
theory (CHAT), concepts are seen as contested and future-oriented
means for guiding activities and their transformations. Detailed real-life
examples of germ cell concepts show how they can radically influence
the course of development in different activities. Helping to identify
and foster the formation of potentially powerful concepts in fields of
practice, this book is essential reading for researchers, advanced stu-
dents, and practitioners across human and social sciences.
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