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Membership and Subscription

The Society’s Byelaws set out the membership requirements as follows:

1. Anyone wishing to become a Fellow must be nominated by a Fellow of the Society and a
seconder, each acting on personal knowledge that the candidate is likely to be a suitable and
useful Fellow. The nominating Fellow and the seconder shall address the Secretary in writing

and give the candidate’s name, status, occupation and address.

2. A candidate for Fellowship may, instead of being nominated by a Fellow of the Society,
address an application in writing to the Secretary giving the required information above and
supported by a letter of recommendation from his head of department or supervisor or other
responsible person who need not be a Fellow of the Society.

3. It shall be within the power of the Council, on being satisfied as to the credentials of any
particular candidate in exceptional circumstances, to dispense with these conditions.

4. The annual subscription is: L p
Fellows residing in the British Isles . . ... ... ... ... .. ... .. .. .. ... 00.00
If paying by direct debit . . . .. .. ... .. L 70.00
Fellows residing abroad . . . . ... ... ... ... .. .. . 65.00
If paying by direct debit . . . ... ... L. L L 50.00
Fellows residing in South or Central Asia. . . .. ...... ... .. ... ... ..... $5.00
If paying by direct debit . . . ... ... .. 40.00
Student Fellows. . . . .. ... .. e 40.00
If paying by direct debit . . . ... ... . L L 30.00
Affiliated Fellows residing at the same address, not receiving separate notices

orthe Journal . . ... ... ... L 35.00
If paying by direct debit . . . ... ... .. 25.00
Life Fellowship . . . ... ... 1,700.00

5. The first payment of subscription is due on election, but if a candidate is elected in
November or December of any year, the first annual subscription shall cover the year

beginning 1% January next after his election.

6. Annual subscriptions shall be due on the first day of January of each year.
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Recent Publications of the Royal Asiatic
Society for Sale

Ottoman Explorations of the Nile: Evliya Celebi’s ‘Matchless Pearl These Reports of the Nile’ map
and his accounts of the Nile and the Horn of Africa in The Book of Travels

Robert Dankoff, Nuran Tezcan, Michael Sheridan (Gingko, 2018)
ISBN 9781909942165

The most ambitious effort, before the time of Ottoman Explorations of the Nile

Napc"eon’ to exp|ore and map out the N"e was Evliya Celebi's "Matchless Pearl These Reports of the Nile' map and

his accounts of the Nile and the Horn of Africa in The Book of Travels

undertaken by the Ottomans, as attested by two
monumental documents: an elaborate map, with 450
rubrics; and a lengthy travel account. Both were
achieved at about the same time — c. 1685 — and both
apparently by the same man.

Evliya Celebi's account of his Nile journeys, in Volume
10 of The book of Travels (Seyahatname), has already
been known to the scholarly world since 1938.

The map, in the Vatican Library, has been known to
the scholarly world since 1949. A first edition of it was
published in 2011. The authors of that edition, Robert
Dankoff and Nuran Tezcan, demonstrated in detail
that the map should be attributed to Evliya Celebi.

The edition of the map included here (which,
considered as a text, is extraordinarily challenging

Robert Dankoff + Nuran Tezcan + Michael D Sheridan

philologically) incorporates many new readings,

bringing it a step closer to a definitive edition. This volume also contains Evliya’s six journeys, his
travels in Egypt and Sudan and along the Red Sea coast, as well as problems regarding dates and
authenticity of the journeys. The relation of the map and The Book of Travels is analysed, including
similarities and correspondences in content, language, and style, along with discrepancies between
the two documents and how to account for them.

Royal Hardback: £40

RAS Fellows discounted Royal Hardback: £36
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Islamic Law and Society in Iran: A Social History of Qajar Tehran

Nobuaki Kondo (Routledge, 2017)
ISBN: 9780415711371

The relationship between Islamic law and society is an important issue in Iran under the Islamic
Republic. Although Islamic law was a pivotal element in the traditional Iranian society, no
comprehensive research has been made until today. This is because modern reformers emphasized
the lack of rule of law in nineteenth-century Iran. However, a legal system did exist, and Islamic law
was a substantial part of it.

This is the first book on the relationship between Islamic law
and the Iranian society during the nineteenth century. The
author explores the legal aspects of urban society in Iran and
provides the social context in which political processes
occurred and examines how authorities applied law in society,
how people utilized the law, and how the law regulated
society. Based on rich archival sources including court records
and private deeds from Qajar Tehran, this book explores how
Islamic law functioned in Iranian society. The judicial system,
shari'a court, and religious endowments (vaqf) are fully
discussed, and the role of ‘ulama as legal experts is
highlighted throughout the book. It challenges nationalist and

Islamic Law and Society in . . . )
Iran modernist views on nineteenth-century Iran and provides a

unique model in terms of the relationship between Islamic
law and society, which is rather different from the Ottoman

case.

Providing an understanding of this legal system in Iran and its role in society, this book offers a basis
for assessing the motives and results or modern reforms as well as the modernist discourse. This
book will be of interest to students of Middle Eastern and Iranian Studies.

Hardback: £105
RAS Fellows Discounted Hardback: £84

Paperback: £37: Fellows discounted paperback: £33.30
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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society promotes original, innovative, and rigorous research relating to Asia
and all its cultures. It is a multi-disciplinary Journal published in four parts each year. It accepts specialist
articles based on path-breaking new research, but the Editor also welcomes submissions that deploy
inter-disciplinary and comparative research methods, or essays that make new knowledge and interpreta-
tions more readily accessible to a wider readership. From time to time the Journal publishes special issues
containing articles on related themes originating from seminars, workshops, or conferences. Such issues
may be the responsibility of a guest editor. The Royal Asiatic Society was founded in 1823 for ‘the inves-
tigation and encouragement of the science, literature and the arts in relation to Asia™: the Society’s

publications in journal and monograph form since then are judged by these criteria.

Recent Special Issues have included:
Vol. 20 pt 1 ‘Romanisation in Comparative Perspective’. Guest Editor: {lker Aytiirk
Vol. 22 pt 1 ‘Medieval India and the Paramara Dynasty’. Guest Editor: Michael Willis
Vol. 23 pt 1 ‘Perfumery and Ritual in Asia’. Guest Editor: Dinah Jung
Vol. 23 pt 2 “Textiles as Money on the Silk Road’. Guest Editors: Valerie Hanson and Helen Wang

Vol. 24 pt 3 Isna ‘Ashari and Isma‘ili Shi‘ism: from South Asia to the Indian Ocean’. Guest Editors:
Justin Jones and Ali Usman Qasmi

Vol. 26 pts 1 and 2 “The Mongols and Post-Mongol Asia: Studies in Honour of David O. Morgan’.
Guest Editors: Timothy May and Peter Jackson

Vol. 27 pt 4 ‘Feeling Modern: The History of Emotions in Urban South Asia’. Guest Editors:
Elizabeth Chatterjee, Sneha Krishnan and Megan Eaton Robb

Vol. 28 pt 3 From Outside the Persianate Centre: Vernacular Views on “Alamgir”. Guest Editors:
Anne Murphy and Heidi Pauwels

For full details about the Journal, please refer to the instructions for contributors which can be found at:
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-the-royal-asiatic-society/information/
instructions-contributors Submissions Papers should be submitted via the following website: httpOs://
mec.manuscriptcentral.com/jras. If there are any difficulties please contact the editorial office at cdb@
royalasiaticsociety.org OR journal(@royalasiaticsociety.org.

Submission of an article will be taken to imply that it has not been previously published and that it is not
on offer to any other publisher.

Authors of articles published in the journal assign copyright to the Royal Asiatic Society (with certain
rights reserved) and will receive copyright assighment forms for signature on acceptance of their papers.
Authors are responsible for obtaining permission to reproduce any material in which they do not own
copyright, to be used in both print and electronic media, and for ensuring that the appropriate acknowl-
edgements are included in their manuscript. The Editor welcomes expressions of all shades of opinion,
but responsibility for them rests with their author. All editorial communications should be addressed to
cdb@royalasiaticsociety.org or journal@royalasiaticsociety.org, or The Editorial Office, The Royal
Asiatic Society, 14 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2HD, UK.

This journal issue has been printed on FSC-certified paper and cover board. FSC is an independent,
nongovernmental, not-for-profit organization established to promote the responsible management of

the wortld’s forests. Please see www.fsc.org for information.
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