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THE W I L F R l D  W A R D S  A N D  THE .rRA.YSITION. VOl. 1. T h e  Nine- 
teenth Century. By Maisie W a r d .  (Sheed & W a r d  ; I S / - . )  

T h e  present writer well remcrnbers the absorption a n d  de- 
light with which forty-five years  ago he read Williani George  
I V Q ~  und the Oxford .4louetrrent and the conviction then formed 
that  f rom o u t  the English Catholic body had emerged in  the 
person of LVilfrid LX’ard the Perfect Biographer. T h e  impre-.- 
sion w a s  only decpened when in the  course of time t h a t  first 
success w a s  followed up by LVdhtn George  W a r d  and the 
Catholic Rez~iaul, The  Life and Times of Curdinal Wisenran,  
and the  Life of ] o h n  Henry  Cardinal Newniun.  And it is only 
r ight  tha t  to-day, when he h a s  passed away,  this g r e a t  master  
of Biography should have his own ‘ Life ’ brilliantly and  fasci- 
natingly written, and that  by a daughter  who has  quite evidently 
inherited her fathcr’s gif t  of Ipcrfcct workmanship. Wilfr id  
W a r d ,  Mr. Chestrr ton h a s  said, w a s  the portrait-painter of the  
soul, and  could makc  a death-mask in w a x  with the firmness of 
a sculptor’s nionument in marblc. H e  w a s  of course happy in 
the charactcr  of his subjects, but happier still in thc  skill with 
which he handled his materials. His  biographies a re  of perrna- 
nent valuc, vigorous and  livcly, instructive but ncver dull, 
scholarly and  sympathetic, rich in anecdote and exposition. Yet 
w a s  Wil l r id  W a r d  mucli rnorc t l i m  a biogrnplicr. O n e  o f  the  
foreniost laymen of o u r  time, he had the  rare  gif t  of br inging 
together  those who but for him would have remained very f a r  
apar t .  H e  a5 it wcre translated Catholicism to those t o  whom 
otherwise it would havc been totally rinintelligible. T h a t  w a s  
more than half his life-work, and 3s he accomplished it, hc  built 
up intimacics arid fricndships with such  diversc personalities as 
Manning a n d  Vaughan,  Tcnnyson and Gladstone, Huxley and 
Jowett ,  Halfour and Wyndham,  Gore and  Oliver Lodge, hlycrs  
and  Siclgwick, Haldanc and v i m  I-1ugc.l. \Yard \vas a g r w t  
lover of good talk,  a n d  a still g rca tc r  letter-writer, and  the  
record of his convcrsations anti corrcspondence is writ large in 
this history of his liie, which moreover is a storc-liousc of good 
things in quite o ther  ways. l ‘hc cliaptcrs on the  University 
Qucstion, Anglican Orders .  and the Synthetic Society a r e  of 
thenisclves alone well worth rcading. And t hc  sympathetic 
figure of the novelist-wife, the par tner  of his mind and  work as 
well a5 of his heart, is very skilfully drawn.  Altogether a won- 
derful book, thankfully rcad, and gratefully recogniscd as in 
every way worthy of a g r c a t  family tradition. W e  shall look 
forward with impatience to the sccond volume, confident tha t  it 
will reach the high level ol  the first and  be written with the s a m e  
a p t  judgment  and  artistic feeling. 
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