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As the World Population continues to expand, the number of individuals affected by Alzheimer’s Disease
and other Dementias is also rapidly increasing. The number of individuals living with dementia is
expected to increase to 131.5 million by 2050. (Prince et al., 2015) Behavioral and Psychological
Symptoms of Dementia (BPSD) are highly prevalent, affecting up to 80% of individuals with dementia.
(Garre-Olmo, Lopez-Pousa et al. 2010) BPSD has significant negative consequences for morbidity,
mortality, and quality of life in those with dementia. Unfortunately, available treatments for BPSD are
often limited or inconsistent in their efficacy and prone to severe adverse drug effects such as increased
mortality.(Schneider, Dagerman et al. 2006) It is increasingly clear that current approaches are
inadequate and novel treatments for BPSD need to be explored and researched. This symposium will
draw on the available research literature as well as clinical experiences and case examples to provide up
to date information on some of the newest treatment options available for BPSD. Dr. Melanie Gentry
will discuss the use of telemedicine and other forms of technology to improve diagnosis and treatment
of individuals with BPSD. Dr. Baruth will discuss the rapidly growing interest in the use of medical
marijuana and cannabinoids in the management of BPSD. Dr. Lindsey will review the evidence for
neuromodulation techniques including electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) and repetitive transcranial
magnetic stimulation (rTMS). Dr. Leal will review environmental and behaviorally based interventions.
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