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vitiates the central chapters and notes in Appendix A on the dating
of the Gospels. That it cannot be so easily accepted as the ‘funda-
mental solution’ (v.g. p. 83) is shown for instance in Abbot Chris-
topher Butler’s article in the April Downside Review, in which he
upholds the traditional Catholic view of the priority of Matthew.

Somewhat unpalatable are remarks such as this on the Fourth
Gospel (p. 148): ‘How is it that no living scholar can confidently
claim any part of it, as it stands, to be definitely historical?’ The
answer would be that John is regarded as a theologian and not as an
historian. Under the title of theologian are included St Paul and the
author of Hebrews (not St Paul). Yet ‘neither their experience nor
their theologising has created the history which they are handling,
and, consequently, the witness which they bear to it must be taken
geriously in any historical reconstruction’ (p. 169).

Two chapters (VIIT-1X) are devoted to an investigation of the
characteristic ‘Christologies’ of the Synoptists and the theologians,
and here again it is insisted that ‘all the varied material concentrates
upon and has its origin in one single isolated historical event . . . the
life and death of Jesus of Nazareth’ (p. 170). This teaching is indeed
one more sign how far non-Catholic scholarship has moved from the
old critical theories that reduced the origins of Christianity to a myth
or refused to accept its historical basis through the rejection of the
supernatural. Appendix B is a very good bibliography of English work
on the New Testament.

The book contains much information not as yet easily accessible in
English to the Catholic reader, and in spite of what appears to the
Catholic mind to be a dangerous divorce of theology from exegesis,
with consequent division of the supernatural from scholarship,
represents a very important stage in the progress of biblical research
in the Church of England today. SepasTiaN Burrouves, O.P.

PrACTICAL GUIDE TO PRINTING AND STaTIONERY. By Hermes. (Fitzroy
Publications; 2s. 6d.)

This booklet is indeed practical for the uninstructed layman or
stationer who have to deal with the printing world. It gives brief rules
of Layout, Blocks, Paper, Types, Proof-correcting, etc. If the basic
principle ‘the printer is essentially a man of ideas’, or ‘allow your
printer to over-rule you if he sees fit’, seems to render the booklet
superfluous, it should be remembered that the printer will be greatly
assisted by being able to discuss the job with a customer who knows
the elements of his language. If the customer cannot describe his
needs he may receive something he does not want. This booklet is =
first step in a grammar of printing. C. P

THE ProMISE oF TEE YEARS. By Edward Grace. (Sylvan Press; 16s.)

This is an enthusiastic description of holidays spent in the Scottish
Highlands, Arran, the Lake District, and the mountains of Donegal.
The enthusiasm, which can include storms of sleet on a Scottish
mountain, is infectious. There is a vivid story of a poaching lesson
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