REVIEWS 151

There, indeed, is what might serve as a model for the peculiar
tascination that excessive nastiness induces. And of the fascination
there can be no question for Miss Lane’s story compels one’s atten-
tion throughout, although her treatment of it, in style at any rate,
will not place her book among the great biographies. She is at her
best when, as in the concluding paragraphs, she writes with great
feeling of the tragedies in noble and innocent lives produced by the
insane exhibitionism of this once obscure and always warped and
evil man. C. J. AcHESON.

Goerae: Uswesco’s Homacr. (N.p.)

One’s first reaction on seeing this volume is one of surprise that
an organisation whose capacity for using an unnecessary amount
of paper has become a byword, should, when it produces a work
that may have a permanent value, do so in a limited edition of
2.500 copies. This, Unesco's contribution to the literature com-
memorative of Goethe’s bicentenary, consists of a collection of
essays by eminent writers of many races. Dare 1 confess I had not
heard of all of them? Some familiar names there are, however: we
have Benedetto Croce on ‘Goethe and Germany’, Jules Romains
on ‘Goethe’s Secret’, Thomas Mann with a rather disappointing
essay on ‘Werther’; Stephen Spender represents England with “The
Last Prince of Poets’; and we have contributions by an Indian
professor, a negro intellectual, and an Iigyptian man of letters—
these last o emphasise (Goethe’s all-embracing ‘humanity’ and his
oriental interests. I may mention too u poem in Spanish by the
Chilean poetess Gabriela Mistral, the blasphemous opening of
which: Padre Goethe que estas sobre los cielos, reminds us that
(toethe, if he did not compare himself with God the Father, did
occasionally, with that misplaced frivolity characteristic of his usual
attitude towards Christianity, suggest a parallel between himself
and the Son (cf. Diner zu Koblenz, last 4 lines).

Gioethe is, I suppose, the obvious lay patron saint of Unesco.

In the midst of much that is worth while in this collection, one
cannot help remarking a note of unhealthy adulation, of that Goethe-
cultus which sees in the Sage of Weimar the new Messias of human-
ity. Here indeed lies the insidious danger of Goethe, against which
a certain Catholic periodical has recently warned us; but the danger
is mainly for those in whom Christianity has dwindled to a meve
sentiment. (Yoethe appears to his devotees as the incarnation of the
‘complete man’, embracing all nations and all ages with his message
of ‘peace on earth, goodwill towards men’ (the famous mistrans-
lation is actually used on p. 108). No doubt Goethe regarded himself
as haviig a mission, the laudable one of spreading understanding
between the nations; but he was much too easy-going to assume
a Messianic role. :

Let us salute with Stephen Spender ‘the Last Prince of Poets’;
but let us keep our sense of proportion. Much of what Goethe said
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was prophetic, much too shows the wisdom bbdrn of experience;
but as a philosopher he was neither original nor profound. As an
example for the conduct of life the Christian will no more be
tempted to follow him than to imitate Byron or Catullus. Goethe
the poet is pre-eminent: a dilettante besides (in the true sense)
and a man of affairs, he was in the centre of his time as few poets
have been or are likely to be in the future. Modern conditions and
raodern educational methods are not suited to the fostering of
genius, universal or otherwise. ‘We shall not look upon his like
again’, S. A. H. WEgTMAN.
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