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“Based on meticulous research, Michelson shows how courts in China often 
deny divorce petitions brought by wives claiming domestic abuse. Penetrating 
the veneer of China’s adherence to global norms of gender equality, the book 
probes the causes and devastating consequences of such routine denials. 
The result is a gripping account of the deep gender inequalities perpetuated 
by the judicial system in China.”
Mary C. Brinton, Reischauer Institute Professor of Sociology, 
Harvard University

“In this masterful blend of narrative case analysis and computational social 
science, Ethan Michelson analyzes over one hundred thousand divorce cases 
posted on regional court websites, providing a compelling explanation for 
pervasive judicial behavior that ignores black letter law, disadvantaging 
female plaintiffs in ways that blatantly discount even the most egregious 
cases of domestic violence. The substantive findings and methodology 
will be of broad interest in the sociology of law, gender studies, and the 
interdisciplinary study of contemporary China.”
Andrew G. Walder, Denise O’Leary and Kent Thiry Professor, 
Stanford University

“Decoupling is an ambitious and fascinating study that illuminates the 
discrepancy between China’s official promotion of gender equality and 
the reality faced by many women. Michelson superbly demonstrates how 
institutional forces and patriarchy together undermine China’s marriage 
laws and result in systematic injustice against women in divorce courts and 
violence in their homes. This rich and gripping book is relevant to all gender 
and family scholars.”
Wei-hsin Yu, Professor of Sociology, University of California, Los Angeles

ETHAN MICHELSON is Professor of Sociology and Law at Indiana University 
Bloomington, where he has been teaching courses on law and society, law 
and authoritarianism, and contemporary Chinese society since 2003. He has 
won several awards for his published research on China’s legal system.
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Around the world, populist parties have sprung up in formerly and 
formally liberal-democratic polities, challenging their existing political 
parties and leaders, and frequently overwhelming them. These challenges 
and successes were rarely predicted, arriving so soon after the wave of 
liberal democratic and constitutional enthusiasms, proclamations and 
institution-building which peaked in the 1990s. Bringing together scholars 
from law, political science and philosophy, this collection explores the 
character of contemporary populisms and their relationships to constitutional 
democracy. With contributors from around the world, it offers a diverse 
range of nuanced perspectives on populism as a global phenomenon. 
Using comparative and multi-disciplinary techniques, this book considers 
the specifics and similarities of populisms, and raises general questions 
about their nature and potential futures.

‘It should be considered essential reading for anyone working in the fields of 
comparative constitutional politics and law.’
Rosalind Dixon, Professor of Law, and Director, Gilbert + Tobin Centre of 
Public Law, UNSW Sydney

‘Populism is a metastasizing concept, shifting forms and sites in unpredictable 
ways. Combining diagnosis, prescription and critique, this volume provides 
myriad angles to understand the central political phenomenon of our time.’
Tom Ginsburg, Leo Spitz Professor of International Law, Ludwig and Hilde 
Wolf Research Scholar, and Professor of Political Science, University of 
Chicago Law School

‘This excellent volume offers careful case studies, framed by sophisticated 
conceptual considerations, of how populists act against constitutions and 
courts – but also of how they on occasion use them for their purposes.’
Jan-Werner Müller, Roger Williams Straus Professor of Social Sciences, 
Professor of Politics, Princeton University, author of Democracy Rules
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Countries undergoing or recovering from conflict and authoritarianism often 
face profound rule of law challenges. The law on the statute books may be 
repressive, judicial independence may be compromised, and criminal justice 
agencies may be captured by powerful interests. How do lawyers working 
within such settings imagine the law? How do they understand their ethical 
obligations towards their clients and the rule of law? What factors motivate 
them to use their legal practice and social capital to challenge repressive 
power? What challenges and risks can they face if they do so? And when do 
lawyers facilitate or acquiesce to illegality and injustice? Drawing on over 
130 interviews from Cambodia, Chile, Israel, Palestine, South Africa, and 
Tunisia, this book explores the extent to which theoretical understandings 
within law and society research on the motivations, strategies, tactics, 
and experiences of lawyers within democratic states apply to these more 
challenging environments.

KIERAN MCEVOY is Professor of Law and Transitional Justice at Queen’s 
University Belfast. He is author or editor of six books on conflict and 
transition. He is a Fellow of the British Academy, a Member of Royal Irish 
Academy, a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences and has been a 
human rights activist for over three decades.

LOUISE MALLINDER is Professor of Law at the School of Law, Queen’s 
University Belfast. She is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences, 
a member of the AHRC and ESRC Peer Review Colleges, the IFIT Law and 
Peace Practice Group, and Vice-Chair of the CAJ, a human rights NGO.

ANNA BRYSON is Senior Lecturer at the School of Law, Queen’s University 
Belfast. She has previously published three books on issues concerning 
conflict, gender and oral history. She has worked on several national and 
international research projects and is currently chair of the CAJ, a human 
rights NGO.
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This book provides an interdisciplinary overview of international human 
rights issues, off ering truly international coverage including the Global South. 
Considering the philosophical foundations of human rights, Chen and Renteln 
explore the interpretive diffi  culties associated with identifying what constitute 
human rights abuses, and evaluate various perspectives on human rights. This 
book goes on to analyze institutions that strive to promote and enforce human 
rights standards, including the United Nations system, regional human rights 
bodies, and domestic courts. It also discusses a wide variety of substantive 
human rights including genocide, torture, capital punishment, and other cruel
and unusual punishments. In particular, the book off ers an accessible 
introduction to key understudied topics within human rights, such as 
socioeconomic rights, cultural rights, and environmental rights. It also focuses 
on the rights of marginalized groups, including children’s rights, rights of 
persons with disabilities, women’s rights, labor rights, indigenous rights, 
and LGBTQ+ rights, making this an engaging and invaluable resource for the 
contemporary student.

www.cambridge.org/
InternationalHumanRights

This book provides an interdisciplinary overview of international human 
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