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Editorial

Steven Hunt
University of Cambridge

21-23 April saw the annual conference of the Classical Association,
held at the Faculty of Classics, University of Cambridge. The three-
day event saw numerous presentations by teachers - a real effort
made by the CA to attract them paid off. Indeed, the conference
organizers (I was one of them) were slightly overwhelmed by the
numbers and variety and found it hard to put them all together for
convenience. Some inevitably found their way onto Friday or
Sunday, although we tried to accommodate all the school teachers
on the Saturday. Attendance was excitingly high, and any worries
that were held that teachers would not have large audiences because
there were so many competing panels did not seem to materialise.
The CA is already planning for the 2024 conference, to be held in
the University of Warwick from 22-24 March. Details are to be
found here and the deadline for submission of papers or panels is
17.00 on 31 August 2023.

Talking of conferences, there have been a number of interesting
ones, both in-person and online, relating to the subject of teaching
and learning classical languages, literature and civilisation. Subject
knowledge enhancement courses have been the bread-and-butter
of the examination boards, CSCP and local branches of the Classical
Association for some time, and they have been joined more recently
by those offered by Classics for All, Hands-Up Education (for
Suburani) and Bloomsbury (for De Romanis). Meetings for the
discussion of subject pedagogical knowledge have historically been
less in evidence, until perhaps the ‘discovery’ of online conferencing
in the last year or so, and the facility it offers for greater participation
across the continental divide, as it were. There have been several to
which I have been lucky enough to contribute to or attend, covering
topics such as neurodiversity in classics, the teaching of ancient
Greek in the primary school, difficult topics in classical studies,
reading ancient texts online, emergent trends in languages teaching,
amongst others. I hope to present more on these topics in the pages
of this journal, which are relevant and of interest to teachers in the
primary and secondary sectors.

In the meantime, the present volume of the Journal of Classics
Teaching presents a range of thought-provoking and, I hope, useful
articles from across the world — we are getting quite an international
flavour! Alberto Regagliolo presents some practical ideas developed
by teacher trainees in Spanish schools; Joel Moore reports on his
research with beginner students of Latin in their perceptions of the
use of online chat rooms; Diego Chapinal-Heras contributes to the
discussion of the pedagogical value of photogrammetry in the
classroom; Edward Ross presents a fascinating and detailed report
on the success (or otherwise) of ChatGPT in translating Latin,
ancient Greek and Sanskrit; Peter Swallow suggests ways in which
stories about difficult topics in class text books might be sensitively
presented; Alan Towey discusses the Love and Relationships A level
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paper, with a view to improving the questioning; Jerome Moran
asks the question: whose text are we actually reading? The variety
of pieces throw light on the range and quality of interest in teaching
classical subjects - things to be proud of. And let us not forget that,
here in the UK at least, the numbers of students studying classical
civilisation at GCSE are bucking the general trend of a general
decline in humanities subjects, according to Department for
Education statistics, with an increase from 3595 to 4480 entries
between 2022 and 2023 (24.7%).
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Many articles for the Journal of Classics Teaching start up as
conference pieces or teach-meet talks or presentations at staff
meetings. The Editor always welcomes interesting or novel pieces,
as well as articles which simply describe good teaching practice or
events or things of interest to other teachers. Readers should feel
confident to submit articles in the usual way to the Classical
Association.

Submitting an article to JCT

The Journal of Classics Teaching is the leading journal for teachers
of Latin, Ancient Greek, Classical Civilisation and Ancient History
in the UK. It originated as the voice of the Joint Association of
Classical Teachers in 1963 under the title Didaskalos, being renamed
Hesperiam over the years, and finally JCT. It has a broadly-based
membership including teachers in the primary, secondary and
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tertiary education sectors. JCT welcomes articles, news and reports
about Classics teaching and items of interest to teachers of Classics
both from the UK and abroad. If you wish to submit an article, it
should be sent to the JCT Editor, c/o the Classical Association.

Articles are welcome on classroom teaching practice or on
studies about the teaching and learning of Classics in the UK and
abroad should be up to 7,000 words. There should be clear
pedagogical or academic content. News and reports of events of
general interest to teachers of Classics should be between 1,000 and
2,000 words.

For 50 years JCT and its predecessors were published in hard
copy and made available to members of the Joint Association of
Classical Teachers. From 2015 JCT has been available freely online,
generously supported by the Classical Association.

Note

1 Note that there is an error in this review. The sentence which reads
‘Remarkably, Latin and Greek - or any human language for that matter — are
importantly different in how they are learned and acquired’ should read
‘Remarkably, Latin and Greek - or any human language for that matter — are
importantly not different in how they are learned and acquired. Apologies for
the error.
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