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us'ft}:c-nﬁm. chapter c%eals witb texts in which Israel rememb'ers, and thcse. tak'c
Celeb;ug t into the vital question of liturgy and t.hc redemprlv§ event which it
; ated, What the liturgy aimed at was to bring the worshipper in contact
the great primordial saving event in which God was experienced as present.
mzamhor is I?lllCh exercised, both at this point and later, with the problem of
emg € event is ac'tualiscd and experier'lced inthe .liturgical action, but evidently
e Ty P}a}"s a v1Fa1 role. One is reminded contmuall)‘r h.ere of the problcn} gf
hlteréef’w“"flgung in some aspects o_f modern Eucharistic theology, and it is
i dey tlp;gl to note that de Boer, in his parallel stz'de (Gedenken und_ Gedichtnis
cong elt des {éllten Testamentes) takes anamnesis in 1 Cor. 2. 24 1n ':vhat h‘e
e thrs the primary sense of the underlying zikkaron, and translates: ‘Do this
1€ meal) as the Meal where I am spoken of (Erwihnungsmahl)’.
act ¢ Sglc-ly ends with a rather rapid survey of how the (?Id tradition was
againstcth In the course of Old Testament history and a brief salvo directed
.- e now obsolete positivist historiography of the nincteenth century.
be W:; therefore, not being in any way dcﬁniti\'/c, Professor Childs’ study can
Ktraopg: Y recommended for‘thc reader who wishes to s:‘xmple at first hand the
Va semmar-y depth of meaning that can be uncovered in the Old Testament
antic study of this kind.

JOSEPH BLENKINSOPP, S.D.B.

THE
PresSE:ISTL:; TO THE pHILIPPIANS, Commentary by Karl Barth; S.C.M.
> 135, 6d.

Kal‘l Barth’s c

:ﬁpearcd o ommentary on Philippians was written in 1927, but has only now

mo the first time in English. The translation, so long overdue, is all
ho, soze Welcqme for its quality. Theologically rich, Barth’s commentary
% s the re:latte_ntlon consistently to the main theme underlying the epistle: that
Joy 4 unity of all the faithful through sharing in divine grace, and St Paul’s
e Qs ad‘{ance of the gospel which is at work in them—°. . . stand firm in
Payp, P:)m’ With one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel’ (1. 27).
Bty 0“;7 T attention too strays little from this theme. At his friends’ anxiety
oy, ©1s faring in prison he replies first as an apostle: “What has happened
diage co;amounte.d rather to an advance of the gospel’ (1. 12). That is his imme-

; On:m; Wlt.h the gospel at all events all is well. As a result of his
coml‘ﬂen 4 ent Christ s preached, ‘and in that I rejoice!” Similarly, when Paul
direcd s the Philippians for their moral and financial help, he does not

gQSPCISEIth Ehe human givers. He thanks God for their partnership in the
Your . 3-5). “It is not the gift I want, but the fruit of it, which turns again to

Tege -ergleﬁt' I have now all 1 need, and more. I have become rich through
Welc(;me()mn.1 Epaphroditus your contribution, like a pleasing fragrance, a
the Compn T wel] pleasing to God’ (4. 17£). Like all offering and sacrifice in

PartnerShip of grace’ (1. 7), including the possibly impending libation
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of Paul himself (2. 17) in union with Christ (3. 10), the Philippians’ offer®8
flows from their actual oneness in Christ in his human-divine recreative sWeeP
from self-abasement to glory—the theme of the great passage 1. 27-2. 13- ]
The reality constitutive of the Church is summed up in its Head. It is preci® Y
as he who emptied himself that Jesus is exalted as Lord and Head of the Churc®
before whom every knee should bow. His manhood, his abasement and crud”
fixion have not been cancelled. They are a present reality in the risen (;hrlSﬁ
It is consummated! That is the explanation of the law of grace’, to whic
who are ‘in Christ’ are subject. Each of Paul’s readers should humble hims /_
should, precisely because in Jesus Christ there is no ‘should” but only consumnz; S
tion. The Christian ethic is gospel! The famous verses 2. 6-11, in which GO p
equal empties himself to take human form, is obedient even to death on thc cro
and so is exalted by God—these verses raise the curtain to show us the reality
is the background to Paul’s exhortation. This is the reality constitutive Of ©
Church! The Philippians (1. 27-2. 5) must have the mind of Christ 25 t’e}’
strive “with one mind for the faith of the gospel’. They are to ‘suffer for ™
being engaged in the same struggle as you saw in me and now hear © 10
me’. In humility they are to count others above themselves, just becaus ei‘or
sees others as the bearers of divine grace in Christ, in whom self-empty®é
the one end is a present fact. In the sacred community ‘unity in the Spirtt .
not just an ideal: it is there, it is given in the fellowship of those who at¢ &
Christ Jesus. And Paul is confident ‘that he who has begun the goo o
among you will bring it to completion’ (I. 6). The point of the momen’
lifting of the curtain on reality, showing God’s movement from heave?. "
earth and back to heaven, was to teach the Philippians that Paul’s ethmi i
to them was actually not so much an imperative as an indicative. Apost
encouragement is here set in the light of its origin. It is distinguished fro™
kind of mere moral instruction by the ‘sheer compelling urgency of the av:ha;
God fulfilled in Christ—a fulfilment in which Christians as such exist, 50 ble
anything other than fulfilment would necessarily mean for them the jmpos®
the return to non-existence’. o
Enough has been said to show the great value of this fine Protestant C-Verl
mentary. The discussion in it is consistently theological, and space is not el
to arguing out exegetical problems. There is one matter on which B2 ot
language in a misleading manner, which may cause some to consider hlfn 10t
in error. On two or three occasions he asserts that God alone is the S'-‘blccr e
merely of the act by which he justifies men, but also of a man’s striving (Z e
divine righteousness. On the face of it this statement seems to be contfaryo B
Church’s teaching that, although a man needs God’s help at every stag® " if
progress towards salvation, yet he is empowered by grace to act we FE.
Divine grace acts within and through a man’s own human freedom St
both God and man are subjects of the struggle for righteousness- w gis
reading these passages carefully, I do not think Barth’s intended me 0 P
unorthodox here (or anywhere in the commentary). His meaning seerms
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be simply that a just man has his righteousness from God and only from
acoi’ not in Fhe smallest degree from t}w ‘law’, the ‘ﬂesb’ or .whatcver he could
Seize(:{v]: of hu}melf al(?ne. AsPaul says, Irace onto seize it, seeing ::hat I hav_e b§cn
of 4 Y C}hrlst]esus (3. 12). In his concern to emph.as1ze St Paul’s dcnufncmt%on
) Y attitude of self-sufficiency Barth has certainly used some misleading
8uage. But this is an insignificant defect in a commentary which, in 1927,

% some 36 years in advance of its time.
ROBERT SHARP, O.P.

By
stE;:IIOLY PLACES OF THE GOSPEL, by Clemens Kopp; Herder-Nelson,

Thi English version of a capital book is very welcome indeed. The scientific
ayhOf ‘Holy Places’ is almost unknown in England, partly because the notion
Circles?ly Place is not generalised and mostly goes unrecognised in scholarly
. ae’ anc.l pz%rtly because the plentiful contribution of British scholars and
Cong; 0logists in the exploration of Palestine has tended to be dissociated from a
& ! er'able body of tradition (travellers’ narratives, ctc., of all periods) relevant
: Sto’fY and localisation of many sites.
in g, ;PP s work is a well-nigh perfect example of what can and should. be done
‘igomume of study. All through we sense the German scholar at his best'——
Sionss, thorough, critical. He has been able to condense much longer dis-
Sea g G’ Ti.lg. fhc several articles in Dominican Studies, ‘Christian Sites around the
i ¢ (1949, Pp. 213-235; 1950, Pp. 10-40, 275284, 344-350).
the Scholatship goes the reverence and tone of one who believes, and
abOut 3::11;0 grasped the relation of ‘Palestinology’ to faith. Thus: ‘.questions
engy i oly Places persist. As Gregory of Nyssa and Jerome emphasized, they
for his s, ¢and death problems for the Christian; but anyone who has a real love
Onge entew(()iu'r Wol'ﬂd also like to know and venerate those places where eternity
Places accre Into time. Therefore attempts to determine the location of the holy
or 0n:rdﬁng to Scripture and tradition never cease’. (p. xviii). .
Cre i tW © could write so much on this fascinating aspect of biblical studies,
20te thay t}?irseness. and economy of wording which is laudable. Here we could
Tlhs st S Eng!.tsh version omits no less than 96 pages of the German original.
I th paortr'nuCh in the line of many translations from French and German, yet
isheg res :liﬂar Instance we might concede that pruning has enhanced the

¢ ma - C g . .
Phage in tter of this work is distributed over seven sections corresponding to

B‘*Pti:t our Lord’s life and ministry: from Bethlehem to Nazareth, and John the
Genesa’r;lﬁ then Jesus in Cana and at Jacob’s well. Next come the lake of

. excursions from it, Caesarea Philipi, Naim and Tabor. Finally
sketch. le Journey to Jerusalem and all that relates to the holy city. There are
the end, 308 in the text, an index of persons and places, some 60 illustrations at
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