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THE COUNCIL of the ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY have
much pleasure in announcing that they have in contemplation
the publication, in addition to the Transactions, of a series of
volumes of original documents. These volumes will be in
quarto form, uniform in size with the publications of the
Domesday Commemoration Committee and of the Selden
Society. The first volume, which will be brought out under the
supervision of the Rev. W. Cunningham, D.D., F.R.Hist.S.,
University Lecturer on History, Cambridge, will probably
consist of the well-known treatise of Sir Walter de Henley
on the Management of Manorial Estates, with a little known
but very valuable treatise on the same subject by Bishop
Robert Grosseteste ; a work entitled ' Senescalcia,' the basis
of Fleta's chapters on the Duties of Manorial Officers ; and an
anonymous treatise on ' Husbandry' of the thirteenth century.
These treatises appear to have been written with the view of
giving landowners such an insight into rural affairs that they
should be able to check the administration of the responsible
servants ; and no series of documents exists which can throw
more light on the social condition of England in the thirteenth
century. Later volumes will, it is hoped, contain collections of
important State Papers, especially of the French Revolution
and Napoleonic periods, similar to the Whitworth Despatches
recently published by the Society under the editorship of Mr.
Oscar Browning.

In order to carry this proposal into effect, the Society
requires a larger income than it at present has ; and the Council
call the attention of the Fellows to the desirability of their
exerting themselves to increase the membership of the Society.

yd June 1889.

P. EDWARD DOVE,
Secretary.
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CAVENDISH SQUARE, W.

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL.

SESSION 1886-7.

T H E Council of the ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY, in pre-
-L senting their Annual Report to the General Meeting of

the Fellows, believe that they can point to a year of steady
progress in carrying out the objects of the Society. In pursuance
of the second and fifth objects seven Papers have been read at
the Monthly Meetings dealing with very different periods of
Ancient and Modern History. Captain C. R. CONDER, R.E., read
a Paper on the ' Historical Connections of the Hittites';
Mr. STUART GLENNIE argued in an able address that ' White
Races had always been the Founders of the Earliest Civilisations';
Colonel MALLESON read a Paper on ' Vercingetorix'; Mr. O. C.
PELL presented the Society with ' A New View of the Geldable
Unit of Taxation in Domesday Book,' a Paper which is published
in the Proceedings of the Domesday Commemoration. Passing
to more modern times, Mr. OSCAR BROWNING gave a general
view of the struggle between England on the one hand and the
French Revolution and Napoleon on the otner; while Mr. C. A.
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FYFFE read a Paper on ' The Progress of the European Reaction
from 1815 to 1820,' drawn from Unpublished Sources ; the first
object of the Society ' To promote and foster the Study of
History on General and Scientific Principles' was vindicated by
Prof. CREIGHTON'S Paper on ' Historical Ethics.'

The Society, for reasons which will afterwards appear, did not
issue a volume of Transactions this year.

At the Cambridge Branch of the Society two Papers were
read, one, 'A Note upon the Speech of Queen Elizabeth,' by
Mr. G. W. PROTHERO, containing an important correction of
Froude • and the other by Mr. A. R. ROPES, ' Early Explorations
of America, Real and Imaginary.' Both these Papers have since
been published in The English Historical Review.

The first object of the Society has been further advanced by a
new departure of which it is hoped that the Fellows will approve.
In answer to a request from some practical teachers a Conference
was held on October 22, 1887, in the large room of the Society
of Arts, on 'The Teaching of History in Schools.' The great
hall was crowded to excess. It was stated by those best qualified
to judge to be the largest meeting ever got together for the dis-
cussion of an educational question. Prof. CREIGHTON presided,
and an address on 'The Teaching of History in Schools' was
delivered by Mr. OSCAR BROWNING. A most interesting dis-
cussion followed, in which many distinguished teachers took a
part. As the audience was composed chiefly of Head Masters
and Mistresses at many of our leading schools and others engaged
in education, it may be hoped that the Conference will have
given a stimulus to the thorough study of history in English
schools. A copy of the Proceedings of the Conference, together
with the address delivered, has been sent to each Fellow;
additional copies may be obtained through any bookseller at the
price of is.

The Society has this year for the first time taken steps to
effect its third object—that of the publication of rare and valuable
State Papers. A volume containing the Despatches of Lord Whit-
worth and others during the period of the Peace of Amiens, edited
by Mr. OSCAR BROWNING, has been issued to the Fellows, and

3
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published by Messrs. Longmans, under the title of ' England and
Napoleon in 1803.' The cost of producing this work has pre-
vented the Society from printing its annual volume of Transactions,
which, however, it is hoped will be continued in future years
without interruption. Should the sale of this volume prove
satisfactory, the power of the Society to proceed further in the
same direction will be materially increased. It is hoped that
Fellows of the Society will do their best to make the publication
known. The English Record Office teems with documents of the
highest value to the historical and political student, the publication
of which cannot be left to private enterprise, but can only be
undertaken by the State or by Societies like our own.

Two objects remain which the Society has as yet been com-
pelled to neglect—the fifth and the seventh ; one the publication
of translations of standard historical works, and the other the
granting from time to time of prizes for Historical Essays. These
objects cannot be undertaken without larger funds. There are
many works, especially in German, of the deepest interest to
English students, which are at present almost unknown in this
country from not being translated. Among these may be men-
tioned Pauli's two Histories of England, Onno Klopp's ' History
of the Fall of the House of Stuart,' Noorden's ' History of the
Eighteenth Century,' the best account which has yet appeared of
the Reign of Queen Anne and of the Campaigns of Marlborough,
and Sybel's later volumes of the ' History of the French Revolu-
tion.' These are largely drawn from English archives, but have
as yet exercised but little influence over English historical writers.

It has been suggested that the seventh object might best be
carried out by encouraging the scientific study of history at
schools. History now receives adequate attention at our Univer-
sities. The best way of effecting this is commended to the
attention of the Fellows of the Society.

In common with other Royal Societies, our Society presented
an Address to Her Majesty the Queen on the occasion of her
Jubilee, which Her Majesty was pleased to receive very graciously.

During the session nineteen new Fellows have been elected,
nine have died, and twenty-four have resigned. The subjoined
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table will show that the Society consisted of thirteen fewer
members on October 31, 1887, than it did on the corresponding
date of the previous year. Notwithstanding this apparent decrease,
the Council believe that the Society is gradually growing in
strength and reputation, and is attracting to itself an increasingly
large number of distinguished and earnest historical students.
Among the additions to the Society in the past year are found the
names of Sir William White, K.C.M.G., the British Ambassador
at Constantinople; Major-General Cunningham, K.C.I.E., and
the distinguished Oriental scholar, Professor Rhys Davids.

O c t . 3 1 , 1886 . O c t . 3 1 , 1887 .
O r d i n a r y F e l l o w s 4 4 0 4 2 3
Life d o 8 8 9 1
Ex-Off ic io d o 2 2
H o n o r a r y d o . . . . . . . 61 6 1
C o r r e s p o n d i n g d o . . . . . . 2 3 2 4

T o t a l . 6 1 4 6 0 1

During the Session the following Fellows of the Society died :
J. Atwool, E. M. Boyle, C. Grewingk, Prof. F. Guthrie, Rev.
D. S. Halkett, J. Heap, Dr. K. King, Rev. T. W. Mossman,
A. M. Silver.

During the present Session the Council adopted a plan of
providing for the fifth object of the Society, the reading of Papers
at the Monthly Meetings. A circular was sent to each Fellow,
asking for the title of any Paper which he was prepared to read,
and the date at which he proposed to read it. The answers
received were less numerous than could be wished, but the list
of Papers now in the hands of Fellows for the Session 188 7-1888
is one of which the Society has no reason to be ashamed. The
Council earnestly desires that Fellows will make a more ready
response to this invitation, which will be repeated every year.
The Council cannot, of course, promise that every Paper should
be read even in abstract, but they engage that all Papers sent to
them by Fellows shall be carefully examined and reported upon.

The Council append the Treasurer's receipts and payments,
from the date of the last account, 31st October, 1886, to 31st
October, 1887, and also the capital account.
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CAPITAL ACCOUNT.

Oct. 31, 1886.
Balance .
Two-thirds of Life

scriptions.
Interest .

£

• 139
Sub-

• 42
• 3

£184

s.

13

0
0

13

d.

9

0
2

11

Oct. 31, 1887.
Retransferred to

account
Balance .

£
revenue

. 10

. 174

£184

s.

IO

3

13

d.

0
11

11

We certify that the Bankers' Deposit Ledger was produced to us, showing
£174. p. lid. to the credit of the Royal Historical Society.

(Signed) R. HOVENDEN, ->
WALTER HAMILTON, I Auditors.
HUBERT HALL, J

January 25, 1888.

The Auditors appointed to examine the Society's Accounts
report:

That they have compared the entries in the books with the
vouchers from November 1, 1886, to October 31, 1887, and find
them correct, showing the receipts to have been ^484 . is. j,d.,

and the payments (including ^ 4 2 transferred to the Capital
Account) ^459 . 15.C 6d, leaving a balance on October 31, 1887,
of ^ 2 4 . $s. gd., in favour of the Society.

(Signed) R. HOVENDEN, -̂
WALTER HAMILTON, 'Auditors.
HUBERT HALL, J

January 25, 1888.

Lastly, the Council append the Secretary's Financial State-
ment of the Assets and Liabilities of the Society on the 31st of
October, 1887.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
on $lst October, 1887.

1887.
Oct. 31.
Balance on revenue account
Outstanding subscriptions :

;£io6. 5*., say 50 per
cent, recoverable .

Balance of publishers' ac-
count . . . .

Balance . . . .

£
24

S3

7
82

£167

s.

5

2

8
4

0

d.

9

6

1
0

4

1887.
Oct. 31.
Spottiswoode & Co..

Printing and distributing
' England and
in 1803'

Napoleon

£
46

1 2 0

£167

s.

I

18

0

d.

5

11

4

January 19, 1888.
(Signed) P. EDWARD DOVE, Secretary.
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In conclusion, they ask the Fellows of the only Historical
Society existing in England to give their best support to its labours,
both by personal efforts, in forwarding the objects of the Society,
and especially by providing the Society with new and competent
members. They are confident that if these efforts are made, the
Society will hold a position inferior to none of the other Royal
Societies, which, although they may point to a longer term of
existence, have not within their scope so vast and interesting a
field of labour. The Council wish that there could be a larger
attendance of Fellows and their friends at the Monthly Meetings,
and that some occasion could be provided, perhaps at the Annual
General Meeting, when Fellows might meet together for friendly
and instructive intercourse.

By Order of the Council,

(Signed) ABERDARE, President.

OSCAR BROWNING, Chairman.

P. EDWARD DOVE, Secretary.
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pistoriM Soxbijr,

i i CHANDOS STREET,

CAVENDISH SQUARE, W.

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL,

SESSION 1887-8.

*• I ''HE COUNCIL have much pleasure in presenting to the
A General Meeting of the Fellows their Annual Report of the

past Session.
The Papers read at the Monthly Meetings were :
1. ' Hugh Elliot at Berlin,' by OSCAR BROWNING, M.A.
2. 'The Commercial Policy of Edward III.,' by the Rev. W.

CUNNINGHAM, B.D.

3. ' Austria as the Central Factor in the European Movement
of 1848,' by C. A. FYFFE, M.A.

4. ' Historic Genealogy,' by H. E. MALDEN, M.A.
5. ' The Causes of the Seven Years' War,' by A. R. ROPES, M.A.
6. ' The Despatches of Prince Henry of Monmouth during

the War in Wales (1402-1405), and the Treaty of Surrender by
the Welsh Chieftains,' by F. SOLLY FLOOD, Q.C.

7. ' Historical Evidence and Information gathered from the
Traders' Tokens of the Seventeenth Century and from the Minor
Currency,' illustrated by a collection of tokens by G. C
WILLIAMSON, M.Num.S.

These papers, with some others from the preceding Session,
will be published in Vol. IV. of the Society's ' Transactions,' the
issue of which has been unavoidably delayed.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0080440100003054 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0080440100003054


The Cambridge Branch held two Meetings during the Session.
The Papers read were :

1. ' Hugh Elliot at Berlin,' by OSCAR BROWNING, M.A.
2. 'The Causes of the Seven Years' War,' by A. R. ROPES,

M.A.

In terms of Rule V. the two retiring Vice-Presidents are :

C. A. Fyffe, M.A.,
W. E. H. Lecky, M.A.;

and the four retiring Members of Council:

Rev. W. Cunningham, B.D.,
H. E. Maiden, M.A.,
F. K. J. Shenton,
Rev. R. Thornton, D.D.

The Council recommend that these be re-elected.

During the session forty-six new Fellows have been elected,
eighteen have died, and seventeen have resigned. The following
list shows the number of Fellows on the Roll:

Oct. 31, 1887. Oct. 31, 1888.
Ordinary Fellows 423 434
Life do.
Ex-Officio do. .
Honorary do. .
Corresponding do.

91 91
2 2

61 59
24 24

Total . 601 610

The Fellows who died during the Session were : C. J. Allen,
J. J. Ash worth, T. Cardwell, A. Cochrane, Rev. H. H. Da vies,
M.A., Rev. W. E. Dutton, R. H. Eddy, J. Jereczek,,J. W. Lea,
Prof. Otis F. Manson, M.A., J. J. Moss, W. D. Paine, F. Solly
Flood, Q.C., E. Story, M.A., Rev. E. Tew, M.A., G. V. Vernon,
T. Ward, and Rev. F. LeGrix White, M.A.

The Council append the Treasurer's account of receipts and
payments from the date of the last account, the 31st of October,
1887, to the 31st of October, 1888, and also the Capital Account.
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CAPITAL ACCOUNT.

Oct. 31, 1887.
Balance .
Two-thirds of Life

scriptions.
Interest .

£

• 174
Sub-

• 56
• 3

^233

s.

0

6

10

d.

I I

0

7

6

Oct. 31, 1888.

Balance . . .

£ s.

. 233 10

£233 10

j .

6

6

We certify that the Bankers' Deposit Ledger was produced to us, showing
^233. 10s. 6d. to the credit of the Royal Historical Society.

(Signed) WALTER HAMILTON,-j
R. HOVENDEN, V Auditors.
G. H. OVEREND, J

February 5, 1889.

The Auditors appointed to examine the Society's Accounts
report :

That they have compared the entries in the books with the
vouchers from November 1, 1887, to October 31, 1888, and find
them correct, showing the receipts to have been ^ 5 3 5 . 13^. iod.

and the payments (including ^ 5 6 transferred to the Capital
Account) ^485 . 175. 7</., leaving a balance on October 31, 1888,
of ^ 4 9 . 16s. 3d. in favour of the Society.

(Signed) WALTER HAMILTON,-)
R. HOVENDEN, \ Auditors.
G. II. OVEREND, J

February 5, 1889.
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r ,n

Lastly, the Council append the Secretary's Financial State-
ment of the Assets and Liabilities of the Society on the 31st of
October, 1888, which shows the continued improvement in the
Society's financial condition.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
on

1888. £
Oct. 31.
Balance on revenue account 49
Outstanding subscriptions :

£\z\. 16.$., say 50 per
cent, recoverable . •. 60

Balance of publishers' ac-
count . . . . 5 5

£166

Ol " ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
October 2,1, 1888.

J-.

16

18

7

1

d.

3

0

3

6

1888.
Oct. 31.
Rent . . . .
W. E. Poole .
Spottiswoode & Co.
Balance in favour of the

Society

£

£
2 0

19
78

48

166

s.

0

6
11

4

1

d.

0

3
2

1

6

January 17, 1889.
(Signed) P. EDWARD DOVE, Secretary.

By Order of the Council.

(Signed) ABERDARE, President.

O. BROWNING, Chairman.

P. EDWARD DOVE, Secretary.

Sfoitiswoode & Co. Printers, Neiv-street Square London
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