
iCy a 200 cms tX Vtrsaitits 

'Bernard Coppens 

(Mai 1789 May 1789 

EnceZl mai,fite de ['Ascension, (es deputes duClerge, dt 
la9(pblesse &duTiers-Etat, quisontreunisaVersaUlespour 
y tenir its Etats Genirau^ du "Rgyaume, ont suspendu les 
seances de lews chambres respectives. Qji 'Us se rassemblent 
parpetitsgroupes, selon lew province d'origine ouselon lews 
affinites, ou qu 'Us se retirent dans lew logement pour ecrire 
a lews commettants, tous mettent dprofit cejour de relacht 
pour faire le point de la situation. 

(Depuis Vouverture solennellefaite par le "Roi le 5 mai, les 
Etats Qenirawrn 'ontpas encorepuse constituer, ni entamer 
lews travauTd dont toute la Trance attend powtant la 
solution dts problimes accumules depuis tant degenerations, 
problimes dont la manifestation la plus douloweuse est 
C'insoutenable deficit des finances publiques. 

(Mais pour que les Etats Giniraw^puissent se constituer, 
U faut au prealable que les diputes se soumettent a la 
verification de la validite de lew election. Or, la (Hpblesst 
pritend que cette operation doit se faire a I'interiew de 
chaque ordre, alors que leTiers-Etat reclame la verification en 
commun des pouvoirs, s 'appuyant sur (efait que les diputes 
sent appeles a travailler en commun. 

La"Xgblesse &le Tiers -Etat ne veulentpas se dipartirde 
lewposition, parte que. lasolution de cette question prealable 
emportera avet elle la solution du probleme dt fond: les 
decisions seront-eCks prises dans les Etats Genirawt en 

votant par ordre, ou en votant par tete? "Dans la premiere 
hypothese, lesjtwc_seraient faits d'avance puisque Clergl & 
"Hpblesse les dewcordrtsprivUigies- uniront lewvovecontre 
la seule vcn\ du Tiers, ce qui provoquerait une immense 
deception dans le pays qui attenddeces"Etats Ginirawcfafin 
de tous ses mawo par la fin desabusquise sont introduits au 
cows dts siecles dans le corps social. "Dans la seconde 
hypothese, les dicisions iront immanquabltment dans It sens 
du Tiers-"Etat puisque cet ordre a obtenu, le 27 dicembre 
1788, unt representation igale a cede des dewcordres reunis, 
& qu 'Upeut compter surl'appoint dts voiscdt quelques nobles 
"eclairis", ainsi que sur celles d'une bonne partie du "bas 
clerge". 

(May 21, Ascension"Day. "Representatives of the Clergy, of 
the (PfcbiUty, and of the Third Estate, gathering in "Versailles 
to hold the Estates General of the kingdom, have adjourned 
the sessions oftheirrespective (Houses. "Whether they meet in 
smallgroups, according to their province of origin, or to their 
affinities, or whether they retire to their rooms to report to 
their constituents, all take the opportunity of this holiday to 
assess the situation. 

Since the official opening by the "King on (May Sth, the 
Estates General have not yet formed or begun their workmen 
the many problems that have pUed up for so many 
generations. One problem, the deficit of the public treasury, 
is particularly distressing. 

(However, in order for the Estates General to form, the 
validity of the representatives' election first has to be 
checked. The "HobUity claims that this should be done 
separately within each order, whereas the Third Estate 
demands a common check_of the proves, arguing that the 
representatives will have to work_in common in the future 
anyway. 

The "HgbUity and the Third "Estate both stand by their 
positions, because the solution to this prerequisite question 
will entail the solution to the heart of the problem: will future 
decisions be made by the Estates General through a vote by 
order, or by personal votes ? In the first case, the. game would 
not be fair since the Clergy and the "Xffbdity, the two 
privUeged orders, would unite their votes against the sole 
vote of the Third "Estate. Clearly, this situation would 
generate a huge disappointment in the country, which hopes 
from these "Estates General that allproblems will be solved 
simply by bringing to an end all kinds of social abuses having 
accumulated over the centuries. In the second case, the 
decisions would conversely be along the lines of the Third 
"Estate, since that order hadsuccededto obtain, on "December 
27 th, 1788, a number of representatives equal to that of both 
other orders, audit may count on a few additional votes of a 
few "enlightened" nobles, and on a significant fraction of 
those of the lower clergy. 
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"Mais ceci signifierait la fin des privileges, done la trans­
formation complete du royaume, & Ion pense Bien que les 
privikgies ne sont pas decides a se laisser depouilkr sans 
opposer la plus feme resistance. 

Le 'Roi, qui ne se sent pas capable defaire respecter ses 
decisions, n'apas ose trancher(ui-meme la question dumode 
descrutin,&ena laisse la responsabilite awCEtats Qenlraux. 
ewc-memes. Cette faibksse de C'autorite royale est la cause de 
C'inactiondeC'assembke, qui nepeutprendre aucune decision 
tant qu'elie nest pas constitute, & qui ne peut pas se 
ccmstituer tant qu 'elk ne peut pas prendre de decision. 

Ainsi chaque ordre tknt-ilune conduite differente, cher-
chant a denouer la crise dans k sens de ses revendications. 

Le Tiers-Etat s'assemBk chaquejour dans la salle des 
(Menus VCaisirs, cede dans laquelk s'est tenue la seance 
d'ouverture enpresence du2(pi, pretendnepouvoirse cons-
tituer qu 'en presence & avec les deux, autres ordres, & nese 
considere en attendant que comme une reunion de citoyens qui 
attend de se reunir d d'autres citoyens. Les deputes 
s 'occupent de questions de procedure & essayent de trouver 
une facon d'agir sans se reconnoitre constitues. Lew-
demarche est toute trade: inviter Ces dewcautres ordres d se 
reunir deuxj verifier Ces pouvoirs en commun & voter par tite; 
si la 'HffBlesse et k Ckrge refusent, k Tiers est decide d se 
proclamer la 9fation & d faire des lois qui assujettiront 
egakment les classes priviUgiees. 

La "HpBksse se reunit de son cote, verifie ses pouvoirs (6 
maij & se declare chambre constitute (11 mai), affirmant de 
cette facon qu'elk n'entenden rien entrer dans les vues du 
Tiers. 

Le Ckrgi, divise entre prelats & cutis, veutjouer un rok 
concUiateur entre les dewcautres ordres. Aussi a-t-Upropose 
que les pouvoirs de tons les deputes soUnt verifies par Ces 
commissaires choisis dans Ces trois ordres. La T^pBksse, qui a 
rejete cette proposition, a neanmoins accepte de nommer des 
commissaires afin de confireravec cewedes autres ordressur 
des moyens de conciliation. Ses commissaires dreewedu Tiers 
ont ete nommes k 19. Connus pour (a pCupart pour kur 
position intransigeante, kur chobc ne permet pas d'augurer 
qu'une conciliation aura Cieu, & on n'attend de ces 
conferences aucun autre risultat que d'aigrir davantage Ces 
esprits. 

'But that would mean the end of the privileges, hence a 
compkte transformation of the kingdom, audit is a matter of 
course that those Benefiting from them will fight most 
vigourousty to oppose it. 

The 9&ng, who things he is not strong enough to impose 
his decisions, has notdareddecide which Bailotsystemshould 
Be used, and has kft the question to Be settled By the 'Estates 
general themselves. This weakness of the royal authority has 
Brought the proceedings to a standstill, since the assembly 
cannot take decisions if it has not formed, and cannot form 
without having taken a decision. 

Therefore, each order follows a different path, trying to 
overcome the crisis to his own advantage. 

The Third "Estate gathers everyday in the ""Room of the 
Little Measures ", the very room in which the opening session 
had Been heldin the "King's presence. It claims that it can form 
only together with the other two orders, and thinks cfitseCf 
only as a mee ting of citizens waiting for other citizens to join 
them. Its representatives are Busy with matters of procedure, 
and try to find a way to act without Being formed. Their pCan 
is straightforward: they want to invite the two other orders 
to join them, checkjhe proxies in common, and hold personal 
votes; if the TfpBiUty and the Ckrgy refuse, then the Third 
'Estate wiUname itseCf the Ration, and will make laws to 
which the privileged classes will also have to Be subjected. 

The 9{pBility meets separately, checks its own proxies 

(9day 6th), and declares itself formed, thereBy demonstrating 

that it does not in the least support the views of the Third 

Estate. 

The Ckrgy, dividedBetween preasts and prelates, wants 
instead to play a conciliatory rok Between the two other 
orders. Accordingly, it has proposed that all proxies be 
checked By commissioners chosen within the three orders. The 
OfpBdity has rejected this proposal, But has agreed to name 
commissioners to discuss with those of the two other orders 
aBoutpossiBk means of conciliation. Its commissioners and 
those of the Third Estate have Been appointed on the 19th. 
fMostofthem Being known for their uncompromising views, 
their choice in fact leaves no hope as to a future conciliation, 
and no result is expected from these meetings other than 
emBittering the minds even more. 
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ftdrien'Duquesnoy, diputedutxtrs-'Ltatde'Bar-Le-'Duc, 
ecrit a jour & ses commettants: "Qyoiqu'il arrive, nous ne 
sonirons de la crise actuelle que par une secousse terrible, & 
apres nous etre longtemps battus Its uns contre les autres avec 
nosfers, nous nous endormirons de lassitude dans le sein du 
despotisme It plus absolu.". 

ftdricn 'Duquesnoy, representative of the Ihird'Estate of 
Bar-lt-'Duc, writes that day to his constituents:" 'Whatever 
happens, we will come out of the present crisis only through 
a terrible upheaval, and after having fought each other for a 
long time, we will be so weary that we will sleep into the 
utmost despotism.' 

Vmdredi22mail789 Friday, May 22*,1789 

iKeures 

5AM 
^(pon 

Midnight 

Temper. 

7,8 - 9.8 
18,0 • 22.5 
11,5-14.4 

•Press n 
loucXig. • Torr 

27.11,7- 757.3 
27.11,9- 757.8 
27.11,9- 757.8 

!tfygrom. 

77 

CkC 

Couvert. Qouttes deau 
vers 6h30 de Caprte-midi 

Sky 

Cloudy. Some rain 
in the afternoon 

C)A23 toises au-dessus du niveau moyen de laSeine (alt.70 m) (') 138 feet above mean level of river Seine (i.e. 70 m as.l.) 

Les deputes du Tiers-'Etat debattent la motionpresentie 

le 20 mai par M.dela 'Borde qui propose la formation d'un 

comite de redaction qui ridigerait ce que la chambre jugera a 

propos de publier. La majorite se declare contre cette motion, 

trop hative, & estime qu 'Unefaut pas decreter avant d'etre 

constitue ce qu'it ne convient de dlcriter qu'apres s'etre 

constitue. 

The representatives of the Ifurd'Estate discuss the motion 

presented by Mr. de la 'Borde, who suggests the creation of a 

board of editors to write up what the Mouse will see fit to 

publish. A majority stands against this hasty motion, and 

thinks that one cannot decree before the formation takes 

place what one may decree only afterwards. 

La chambre du Clergise divise en bailtiages pour travail-

ler d I'e^amen de ses cahiers. 

"Paris. lUndes£meutiersarreteslorsdesivinementsdu28 

avrilau faubourg Saint- Antoine (affaire %£veillon), Pierre 

Mary, ecrivain, estpendu. Cinq autres imeutiers assistent a 

I'execution attaches au carcan. lis sont ensuite marques au 

fer rouge & conduits au\galeres (c.a.d. aubagne). Lafemme 

Benin, igalement condamnee a itre pendue, & qui s 'est 

declareegrosse, a obtenu un sursis. 

Leparlement de 'Boris enregistre une "declaration du%gi" 

qui attribue awcprivots des marichaussles la connaissance 

& lejugement en dernier resson des particuliers privenus 

d'emotions populaires, d'attroupements, d'e^ces & de vio­

lences, qui ont lieu dans differentes provinces. Cette faeon de 

rendre la justice est particulierement eTcpeditive. 

The Clergy splits into baUiwicfcs to workjm their records. 

In Paris, one of the rioters arrested during the events of 

April28th in faubourg Saint-Antoine (the 'Riveillon case), 

Pierre Mary, writer, is hanged, five other rioters witness the 

execution tiedtoiron collars. They are then brandedwith red-

hot iron and sent to the galleys. The sentence to also hang a 

woman Berlin, who declared herself pregnant, is suspended. 

the Paris Parliament records a ""King's declaration", who 

gives to provosts of the constabulary the power to judge in 

last reson individuals involved in popular uprisings, 

gatherings, excesses and violent acts having taken place in 

various provinces. This form of justice is particularly 

expeditious. 
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Samedi 23 mai 1789 Saturday, May 23rd, 1789 

OJeures 

smi 
(Kgon 

10h30(P(M 

Temper. 
°<K.-°C 

11,2 -14.0 
19,9 • 24.9 
14,8 -18.5 

•Press. 
(PoucXig. • Ion 

28. 0,1- 758.2 
28. 0,6- 759.4 
27.11,3- 756.4 

CHygrom. 

72 

Cut 

Ussez, beau unite 
Cajoumee 

furore "Boreale d llh 

Sky 

(Ratherfair 
the whole day 

Aurora 'Borealis at 1VP(M. 

Versailles. Chambre du Tiers-T.tat (qui affecte dene se 
designer que par Ca denomination de "communes"). (M. Target, 
s appuyant sur Ces aCarmes que repandent dans Ces provinces 
C'inaction & Ce silence que gardent Ces ttats Qenerauxj 
reprendCaproposition de former un comite de redaction. (Mais 
cette motion est une nouveCtefois repoussie a Ca majorite des 
suffrages. 

La chambre de Ca 9{pbCesse autorise ses commissaires a 
annoncer au Tiers T.tat que Ca "Hgbksse renoncera d tous ses 
privileges en matiere d'impositions des que chaque ordre, 
dedberant Cibrement, aura pu etabdr Ces principes constitu-
tionnels sur une base soCide. 

Les32 commissaires conciCiateurs (SpourCeCCergf, 8 pour 
Ca9{pbCesse & 16 pour CeTiers-'EtatJs 'assembCent vers 6hdu 
soir. (Mais rien n'est concCu au cows de cette premiere 
conference, & Ces commissaires s 'ajoument au 25. 

Un arret du Conseiid'T.tat du (Rpi renouveCCe Ces defenses 
de bdtir sur Ce terrain des Champs 'ECysees d 'Paris, en 
execution des declarations de 1724, 1726 et 1728 sur Ca 
fixation des Cimites de (Paris. 

Paris. Inauguration d Ca 'Bourse du buste du (Ren execute 
par yd. Jloudon. 'Dans son discours, (M. (Diancourt dit: 
"Adressons nos vxux_d C'Etre supreme pour que Ce (Rpi & ce 
ministre vertuewc ((M. 0{ecker) soient d jamais inseparabCes, 
& qu'dsne cessent de s'occuper, comme Us Cefont, de notre 
repos, de notre bonheur & de (afeliciti pubCique." 

Versailles. In the (House of the Third'Estate, which now 
pretends to be known only under the name of "Commons", 
(Mr. Target, drawing on the concern spreading in the 
provinces about the idleness and the silence of the 'Estates 
Qeneral, proposes once more to appoint a board of editors. 
(But this motion is once more rejected by a majority of votes. 

The Mouse of the (hfability allows its commissioners to 

inform the Third'Estate that the (Hgbility will relinquish ad 

its taxjsrivileges as soon as each order, in a free dedberation, 

estabCishes the contitutionaCprinciples on a sound basis. 

The thirty-two concdiatory commissioners (eight for the 
Clergy, eight for the (Hgbility, and sixteen for the Third 
'Estatejmeet around6p.m. 'But nothing comes out of this first 
conference, and the meeting is adjourned until the 25th. 

^.judgment by the CouncilofState of the (King reiterates 

the interdiction to build on the Champs "ECysees grounds, as 

ruled by the declarations of 1724, 1726, and 1728 on the 

question of setting the limits of the city of (Paris. 

(Paris. Inauguration at the stock_exchange of a bust of the 
(King by (Mr. Oloudon. In his discourse, (Mr. IHancourt says: 
« Let us sendto the Supreme "Being our wishes that the (King 
and this vinuous (Minister ((Mr. 9{eckt.r) never spCit, and that 
they continue to Cookafter our rest, after our happiness, and 
after the pubCic peace, as they are now doing. » 

'Dimanche 24 mai 1789. Sunday, May 24*, 1789 

CKewes 

5XM. 
1(P(M 
9(P(M 

Temper. 

12,8 • 16.0 
23,2 • 29.0 
17,4-21.7 

(Press. 
(PoucGff. • Ton 

27.10,0- 753.5 
27. 8,7- 750.6 
27. 7,9- 748.7 

Ofygrom. 

75 

Ciel 

A demi couvert. 
unite Cajoumee 

V^.L. d lOhSO du soir 

Sky 

Partially cCoudy 
all the day 

7{ew (Moon 10:30 (PM 

Versailles. Lis deputis des trois ordres qui n etaient pas Versailles. The representatives of the three orders who did 

arrives Cars de Ca presentation qui a eu Cieu Ce 2 mai, ont not arrive in time for the ceremony of (May 2nd have the 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0252921100068159 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0252921100068159


485 

I'honnturd'etre presented et nommis au "Rpiparle marquis de 

"Breze, QrandMaitre des cirimonies de Jrance. 

La chambre de la "Mgblesse dicide que It proces-verbal de 
ses seances sera imprime chaqut semaine. 

honour to be presented to the "King by the Marquis de 'Breze, 
the Qreat Master of Ceremonies cf (France. 

The (House of debility decides that the minutes of its 
sessions wilt be printed each week 

Le "BaUU de. la "Brianne, Ambassadtur "Extraordinaire de 
t'Ordre de Maltt a, cejour, en habit de Ceremonie de t'Ordre, 
une audience particutUre du "Rpi, pendant (aquelle ilremet sa 
lettre dt criance aSa Majesti; cet ambassadeur, accompagni 
dt beaucoup de bailtis, commandeurs et chevaliers de t'Ordre 
qui luifont cortige, est conduit at'audience deSaMajesti, et 
a cede dt (a Jamilte "Rgyale, par le sieur de lolozan, Intro-
ducteur des ambassadeurs. Le sieur de Siqueville, Secretaire 
ordinaire du"Rpi pour la conduite des Ambassadeur, precede. 

Lews Majestes & la familte (Rpyate signent le contrat de 
mariage duComte de [a"Brisse d'Amilly, OfficitrauR$gimtnt 
du "Roii avec Mademoiselle le Tonnelier de "Breteud, & celui 
du Comte Maurice de Caraman, Major en second des Cara-
binitrs dt Monsieur, avec Mademoiselle dt la Qardt. 

Le soir, Leurs Majestes soupent a leur grand couvert; 

pendant le repas, la Musique du Rpi exicute diffirents 

morceaux_sous laconduite dusieurMartini, Surintendant dt 

la Musique de Sa Majesti, en survivance. 

The 'Bailiff de la 'Brianne, Ambassador-at-large of the 
Order of Malta, •wearing the Order's official dress, is received 
this day in audience by the "King, to remit his credentials. This 
ambassador, surrounded in retinue by many bailiffs, 
commanders and chevaliers of the Order, is led to the audience 
of (His Majesty and of the Royal family by Masttr dt 
lolozan, Introductor to the Ambassadors. Master dt 
Sequevitle, the "King's Ordinary Secretary for Ambassadors, 
leads the party. 

Their Majesties and the "Royal family sign the marriage 
contract between Count de la Brisse d'Amilly, Officer of the 
Wing's "Regiment, zinth Mademoiselle Le Tonnelier dt 
"Breteuil, and that of Count Maurice de Caraman, first mate 
of Monsieur's Itht (King's brother] Carabineers, with 
Mademoiselle de la Qardt. 

In the evening. Their Majesties have supper in grand 
setting. "During the meal, the "King's chamber orchestra, 
conducted by old Master Martini, Superintendant of "His 
Majesty's Music, plays various pieces. 

Lundi25mail789 Monday, May 25th, 1789 

Dfeures 

SAM 
"Hgon 

10hl51M 

Temper. 

14,4 • 18.0 
19,2 • 24.0 
11,4 • 14.2 

'Press. 
Touctig. • Ion 
27. 7,6- 748.1 
27. 7,9- 748.8 
27. 8,3- 749.7 

(Hygrom. 

73,5 

Ciel 

(Petite ptuie a Caube 
et a 7h30 du soir 

Couvert toutt lajournie 

Sky 

Some rain at dawn 
and at 7.30 <PM 
Cloudy all day 

Versailles. Constatant que Its dibats ont ete jusqu'a 
present bruyants & tumultuewc, alors que la Iiberti suppose 
(a discipline, le comte de Mirabeau propose la formation d'un 
reglement de police provisoire de Vassemblie des Communes 
afin "d'itablir I'ordre & la Iiberti des dibats, & recueillir Its 
vovc dans toutes leur integriti " & de "prendre un mode dt 
dibattre & de voter qui donnt incontestabltmtnt It risultat 
dt ('opinion de tous". Cettt motionpasse alapluralite.de 436 
voixcontre 11. 

Versailles. Observing that the discussions have up to now 
been tumultuous and noisy, whereas freedom requires 
discipline. Count de Mirabeau suggests the creation of a 
provisional internal regulation of the assembly of Commons, 
in order 'to establish order and freedom in the debates, and 
collect the votes in all their integrity', and to "choose a way 
to debate and to vote which will indisputably reflect 
everyone's opinion". The motionpasses by a majority of 436 
toll. 
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(Poursuite des conferences entre les commissaires des trois 
ordres. line proposition conciHatoire du Clergi est repoussie 
par les deux autres ordres. Tile portait que les pouvoirs de 
chaque diputi seraient virifUs par la chambre de son ordre, 
puis confirmes par les autres. Les cos litigieux devaient etre 
examines par des commissaires pris dans chacun des trois 
ordres. 

Mardi 26 mai 1789 

The conferences between the commissioners of the three 
orders continue. A conciliatory proposal of the Clergy is 
turned down by the two other orders. This proposal suggested 
that the proxies held by each representative would be checked 
by his own Mouse, then confirmed by the other Mouses, and 
that dubious cases would be examined by commissioners 
appointed by the three orders. 

Tuesday, May 26th, 1789 

Mmres 

svwi 
2.30(29d 
9.15TM 

Temper. 
°X-°c 

11,6 - 14.S 
14,9 • 18.6 
12,1 -15.1 

(Press. 
"Eouctig. - Ion 

27.8,5-750.1 
27. 8,9- 751.0 
27.9,2-751.7 

(Hygrom, 

81 

Oct 

(Bluie lapris-midi et 
dans la soirie 

Couvert toute lajoumie 

Sky 

(Rain in the afternoon 
and in the evening 

Cloudy all day 

Versailles. L 'assemblie des communes decide a une tres 
grande majorite que It, regCement provisoire sur la police 
intirieure sera ridigi par le doyen & ses adjoints. Les com­
missaires conciliateurs nommespar le Tiers font a I'assemblee 
le rapport des conferences tenues le23etle25de ce mois. Les 
deputes entendent avec satisfaction que Target, (Mounier et 
(Rabaud de Saint-'Etienne ont refute "avec une excellente 
logique, & des connaissances tres approfondies" les objec­
tions de la "Noblesse. 

La chambre de laMgblesse, apres avoirentendu le rapport 
de ses commissaires, arrete a la pluralite de plus de 200 voix_ 
que, pourcettetenue des"Etats QenirauXj les pouvoirs seront 
verifies sipariment, & qu 'une nouvelle forme d observer pour 
['organisation des prochains Etats Qiniraux ne pourra etre 
decidee que par I'assemblee constitute suivant les anciennes 
regies (c'esta dire en votant par ordre, et avec droit de vote 
pour chaque ordre, done sans espoir de changement). (Par cet 
arrete, la 'Hpblesse rompt Us negociations avec le Iters. 

Versailles. The assembly of Commons, to a very lame 
majority, decides that theprovisionalinternatregutationwill 
be written up by the dean and his assistants. The conciliatory 
commissioners appointed by the Third'Estate report to the 
assembly on the conferences held on the 23rd and25th of this 
month. The representatives are satisfied to hear that Target, 
(Mounier, and "Rabaud de Saint-'Etienne have refuted the 
objections of the (Hpbility "with an excellent logic, and a very 
deep knowledge". 

The (Mouse of the Mpbility, after having heard the reports 
by its commissioners, votes by a majority of more than two 
hundred that, for this session of the 'Estates general, proxies 
will be checked separately, and that a new procedure, valid 
for the next session, can be decided only by an assembly 
formed according to the older rules. This means voting by 
order, with a veto for each order, effectively preventing any 
change to take place. (By this decision, the(S(pbility Breaks the 
negotiations with the Third'Estate. 

Mercredi 27 mail 789 'Wednesday, May 27", 1789 

Jlmres 

5!Wt 
2.30 •SOvl 

9FM 

Temper. 

9,8 -12.2 
14,5-18.1 
9,5-113 

(Press. 
ToucGg. • "ton 

27.9,3 - 751.9 
27.10,6 - 754.8 
27.11,6 - 757.1 

Jfygrom. 

80,5 

Cut 

"Ptuie toute la matinie 
Qiielques iclaircies dans 

la soiree 

Sky 

"Rain in the morning 
Some clearing in 

the evening 

Versailles. L'arreti pris la veilte par la d^pblesse, & 

I'annonce qu 'elle a communique au Clergi afin de I'inviter d 

suivre son exemple, suscitent t'indignation dans la chambre 

Versailles. The decision taken on the previous day by the 
'Hobility, and the fact that it has urged the Clergy to follow 
its example, infuriates the Commons. Count de (Mirabeau 
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des Communes. Le comte de iMirabeau propose que les 
Communes se tournent vers k Ckrgi, qui a des pretentions a 
jouer (e rok de conciiiateur, & s'adressent a Cui "dune 
maniere qui ne Caisse pas k pluspetit pritejcte a une ivasion ". 
En consiquence, les Communes envoient au Ckrgi une 
deputation soknnelle chargie de transmettre k message 
suivant: "Les deputes des communes adjurent, au nam du 
"LHeu de pave, & au nom de I'interet national, 9dM. du Ckrgi 
de se riunir a ewe, dans la salle de I'assemblieginirak, pour 
aviser awe moyens d'opirer I'union & la Concorde, si 
necessaires en ce moment au saint de la chose publique "• 

"Pluskurs cutis proposent de difirer immidiatement a 
cette invitation. Mais les iveques parviennent a faire 
retomber I'enthousiasme, & dewcprelats vont annoncer au 
liers-'Etats que k Ckrgi s'est occupe avec zek d'une matiere 
d'unsigrandintiret; mats que lasiance s 'itantprolongie au­
dita de trois heures, Us se sont siparis & ont remis la 
deliberation au kndemain. 

Juin - Octobre 1789 

Laguerre des ordres quise diroide a Versailles continuera 

de fb&r I'attention de la Trance & de I'Europe. 

SApris pluskurs piripities, k Tkrs-Etat entreprendra 

seul, k 12 juin, la verification des pouvoirs de tous ks 

deputes. SApres avoir ite rejoint par pluskurs membres du bos 

ckrgi, il se proclamera k 17 juin, "SAssemSCee "Hationak" 

(e'est a dire ks seuls reprisentants kgitimes de la Oration, 

habilitis a faire de nouvelk Cois & a donner une constitution 

au royaume). 

Le 20 juin, la salle des Menus "Plaisirs ayant itefermie 

d'autoriti, les deputes se riunissent dans la salk du Jeu de 

"Saume, &font k serment soknnelde ne pas se siparer avant 

d'avoir donni une constitution a la Trance. 

Le 23 juin, au cours d'une "siance royale", k %oi diclare 

nuts ksactes du Turs-'Etat, & ilprisente son programme de 

riformes. Mais k refus opposi park Iters awe ordres du "Rgi 

lui enjoignant de quitter la salle, monvre qu'un nouveau 

pouvoirest ni,face aupouvoirjusque Id unique du monarque. 

suggests that the Commons turn towards the Ckrgy, which 
claims to play a conciliatory rok, andspeakjto it «in a manner 
that leaves absolutely no room for ambiguity*. Consequently, 
the Commons send a sokmn delegation in charge of remitting 
to the Ckrgy the following message: 'the representatives of 
the Commons, in the name of the Qod of peace, and in the 
name of the nation's interest, beg the members of the Ckrgy 
to join them in the room of the general assembly, to study the 
ways and means to reach union and concord, now so 
necessary for the salvation of the public interest'. 

Several priests propose to immediately accept this 
invitation. 'But the bishops succeed in cooling heads down, 
and two prelates announce to the Third "Estate that the 
Ckrgy had zealously examined such an interesting matter; 
but since the session lasted until after three, they had to 
adjourn and postpone their deliberation until the following 
day. 

June. - October1789 

In the following weeks, the war between the orders 
taking place in Versailles will continue to attract the 
attention in Trance and throughout 'Europe. 

After several turns, the Third "Estate will undertake to 
check, alone the projaes of all the representatives. Sifter 
having bun joined by several members of the lower ckrgy, it 
will proclaim itself ""Hational JAssembly" on June 17th, 
meaning that it comprises the only legitimate representatives 
of the nation, empowered to decide new laws, and to give a 
constitution to the kingdom. 

On June 20th, the Kpom of the Little "Pleasures having 
been closed by order of the "King, the representatives gather in 
the "Rpom of the 'Palm Qame, and take the sokmn oath not to 
leave without having given Trance a constitution. 

On June 23rd, during a "royalsession", the "King declares 
the acts of the Third Estates void, and presents his own 
program of reforms. "But the refusal of the Third "Estate to 
obey the "King's orders to kave the room shows that a new 
power is bom, confronting the until now only power of the 
monarch. 
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Les 24 et 25juin, [a majorite du Clerge & une importante 
minorite de la 'Hpblesse rejoignent I'Assemblie 'Rationale. 
'Des lors, le %gi est oblige de cider, & ddemande [ui-mime a 
la majorite de la 'Hoblesse de rejoindre Ces autres deputis (27 
juin). 

La revolution estfaite. 

C'est le refus de la Cow de reconnoitre la nouvelle situa­
tion, &les tentatives maladroitespourymettre un terme, qui 
provoqueront ['insurrection dejuiUet a (Paris dont I'episode 
saillant, la prise de la (Bastille, n'est que la demonstration 
symboliaue de la fin de I'absolutisme royal. 

C'est encore a Versailles que I'Assemblie (Rationale pro-
clameral 'abolition du regimefeodal& des privileges (nuit du 
4 aout), & la "Declaration des droits de I'homme etdu citoyen 
(20-26 aout). (Pourtant la presence a 'Versailles, ville nie du 
caprice d'unsouverain tout-puissant, des organes de decision 
n 'est plus qu'un anachronisme. 

Le Soctobre, les parisiens, sur I'initiative desfemmes du 
peuple, vknnent a 'Versailles reclamer dupain. lis ramenent 
le lendemain dans la capitate la famide royale ("le boulanger, 
la boulangere, & le petit mitron"). 

L 'Assemble Rationale, qui n 'a vraimentplus rien afaire 
dans ce decor d'un autre temps, temoignage deceque pouvait 
la volonte d'un monarque absolu, suivra depeule (Rpi, & ira 
s etablir a (Paris le 19 octobre. 

Le role de VersaiUes est termini. 

line page de. I'histoire est difinitivement tournee. 

On June 24th and 25th, the majority of the Clergy and a 
significant fraction of the O^pbility join the 'National 
Assembly. The "Kingis then forcedto yield, and, on June 2 7th, 
he asks the majority of the (ffpbility to join the other 
representatives. 

The revolution is over. 

It is only because the Court refuses to acknowledge the 
new situation and tries unsuccessfully to stop it, that riots 
willtakeplacein(ParisinJuly.Themostfamousepisode, the 
taking of the 'Bastille prison, only symbolically demonstrates 
that royal absolutism has come to an end. 

Again in Versailles, the (RationalAssembly will proclaim 
the abolition of the feudal system andofallpriviCeges (on the 
eve of August 4 th), and the (Declaration of the (Rights of (Man 
andofthe Citizens (August 20th to 26th).1he presence of the 
deciding bodies in Versailles, a city created by the whim of an 
all-powerful sovereign, is not anachronistic any more. 

On October 1st, (Parisians, pushed by the women, come to 
Versailles to askjor bread, and on the following day, they 
take the (Rpyalfamily ("the baker, the baker's wife, and the 
little baker's boy") to the capital. 

The (RationalAssembly, having nothing more to do in this 
scenery of ancient times testifying of the willofan absolute 
monarch, soon follows the "King and settles in (Paris on 
October 19th. 

The role of Versailles is over. 

A chapter of history is closed forever. 

(Bernard Coppens 
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