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Peru’s North Coast. By Parker Van Valkenburgh. Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
2022. Pp. 328. $65.00 cloth; $65.00 e-book.
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Parker Van Valkenburgh’s book is an essential contribution to Peruvian colonial history, as
it addresses a historiographical gap. Even though the literature that studies the process of
reducciones de indios is becomingmore extensive, what is not growing steadily are studies of
local situations. In this sense, the book’s most important contribution is to show the local
conditions before, during, and after the reducción on the northern coast of Peru,
particularly in Zaña. It is an example of how a process whose scope was intended to be
global was localized.

This work dialogues with the most relevant publications of the last decade on the
reducción general de indios, offering an innovative perspective in terms of theoretical
and methodological approach. Van Valkenburgh understands the reducción as a
discourse put into action during the campaign extended by Viceroy Francisco de
Toledo, specifically in the reorganization of various aspects of the native population’s
life, such as language and settlement patterns. However, the book’s most solid
innovation is the coherent articulation between the archival sources and the
archaeological research. The archaeological data was obtained from the Proyecto
Arqueológico Zaña Colonial (PAZC), where the author has been working and leading
for several years. The archaeological information was critical to fill in the blind spots
usually left by the written sources.

The book is divided into two parts. The first contains theoretical and conceptual
approaches that lay the foundations of the research. In the first chapter, the author
discusses how the idea of empire has been approached in different disciplines. He
understands empire in a performative way as a set of discourses, institutions, and
subjects that assert sovereignty over the population. He argues for an archaeology
linked to environmental politics, because in this view everyday life is related to the
environment within which people perform imperial power. The second chapter is the
least innovative in terms of the topics it addresses. The conceptual approaches to
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municipio or policía have been addressed by the literature of legal history and political
history in recent years, which the author did not consult.

The book’s second part is the most relevant for the historiography because it concentrates
on the local conditions of the northern coast of Peru. In the third chapter, the author
recounts the environmental conditions and social relations developed in the periods
prior to the reducción, from the Moche, Chimú, and Inka administrations to the visita
of Gregorio Gonzales de Cuenca. The fourth chapter is, in my opinion, the most
important of the book. It is a methodological example of using data collected in
archaeological research in dialogue with archival sources. The study of three colonial
occupations (Carrizales, Mocupe viejo, and Chérrepe viejo) shows the set of interests
and objectives, both imperial and particular, in dispute during the location of the
reductions in that particular context. The fifth chapter shows, in the long perspective,
how the discourse introduced with the reducciones permeated the relations among
the native populations and between the native populations and colonial institutions in
the years following this process, even where the original reducciones had been
depopulated.

In conclusion, I consider Van Valkenburgh’s book to be an innovative research
achievement on the process of reducciones de indios in the viceroyalty of Peru during
the late sixteenth century, and it is built on solid empirical foundations. It is a book that
every scholar researching the Spanish empire or Colonial Latin American history
should consult.
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EARLY MODERN CATHOLIC DEVOTION

The Stations of the Cross in Colonial Mexico: TheVia crucis en mexicano by Fray Augustín de
Vetancurt, and the Spread of a Devotion. By John F. Schwaller. Norman: Oklahoma
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For centuries, the Passion of Christ has been the subject of representations in art, a
recurrent motive in sacred oratory, and the theme of public performances throughout
the Catholic world. It is better known as a commemoration of the steps leading from
the trial to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, often involving group participation. Through
meditation, worship, and prayer, the pious can embrace those events as an intimate,
individual experience. John F. Schwaller sets out to explain how the remembrance of
this core story of Christianity was introduced in Mexico in the form of a devotion. The
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