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Charity Scott 
and ASLME
Ted Hutchinson1

1. AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LAW, MEDICINE & ETHICS, 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, USA. Charity Scott was a professor of health law at 

Georgia State University College of Law, the 
founding director of the College of Law’s Cen-

ter for Law, Health, and Society, and co-founder of the 
Health Law Partnership (HeLP) at Georgia State. She 
is an iconic figure in her adopted hometown of Atlanta 
and certainly one of the most important scholars in the 
history of the health law field, justly celebrated for her 
teaching, her innovation, her commitment to interdis-
ciplinary work, and for her compassion and love for 
others. She was also a dear friend of mine. In this short 
essay I will reflect on my friendship with Charity and 
her involvement with the American Society of Law, 
Medicine & Ethics, the publisher of this journal. 

As I said at the symposium honoring Charity’s life 
and work in Atlanta,1 I was relatively late to the “Charity 
game.” I first met her in 2003, many years after she had 
become an important figure in the health law world. 
She approached me to gauge my interest as editor of 
the Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics in publishing a 
quarterly column exploring ideas, best practices, and 
potential collaborations surrounding the teaching of 
health law. I was quickly won over by her passion for 
teaching, her openness to new ideas, and her excite-
ment about editing and publishing. I learned that 
Charity had done some editing herself at the begin-
ning of her career, and like virtually everything else 
she did, she was good at it. Charity was soon the editor 
of a JLME column called “Teaching Health Law,” that 
ran in our pages for many years.2 In recent years that 
“Teaching Health Law” column has been restarted, 
and is now under the very able stewardship of Profes-
sor Brietta Clark of Loyola Marymount University.3 

It was because of the teaching column that I became 
friends with Charity. She would call me four or five 
times a year, roughly around the time she would sub-
mit a new article, and we would often talk for a long 
spell. I think she called so often because she knew I 
enjoyed speaking with her so much. We would speak 
about family, friends, industry gossip, and ideas, but 
I was always struck by her interest in the nuts-and-
bolts aspects of publishing, and how journals can 
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be used as a tool to share ideas. It was also evident 
from our calls that Charity was a voracious reader, as 
it seemed to me that she read every issue of JLME 
cover-to-cover. And I don’t flatter myself or my jour-
nal to suggest she did that only with JLME. Charity 
read widely, deeply, and well. We rightfully celebrate 
Charity’s innovations in the classroom, but make no 
mistake: she really, really, knew her stuff. I suspect 
Charity would have been an outstanding teacher even 
if she was a straight-ahead lecturer in front of the 
classroom, but she was so much more. 

Charity’s Teaching column was, of course, hardly 
her only intersecting point with ASLME. Charity was 
an early and regular attendee of ASLME’s ‘Health Law 

Teachers’ Conference (now called the Health Law Pro-
fessors Conference), demonstrating her commitment 
both to teaching and to multidisciplinary education, by 
so clearly supporting an academic society that openly 
celebrated multidisciplinary partnerships and prac-
tice. Upon the tragic death of the beloved professor Jay 
Healey of the University of Connecticut in 1993, Char-
ity took up the responsibility of running the teaching 
session of the conference, which under her steward-
ship grew to be an opening-day session attended and 
enjoyed by hundreds of scholars.4 Charity’s leading role 
in guiding teachers, through her column in JLME, her 
work at the conference, and especially her inspiring 
example in the classrooms of Georgia State University 
was recognized in 2006 when she was awarded what I 
believe is the greatest honor bestowed on a scholar of 
health law, the Jay Healey Award. The Healey Award 
is given, according to ASLME, to “professors who have 
devoted a significant portion of their career to health 
law teaching and whose selection would honor Jay’s 
legacy through their passion for teaching health law, 
their mentoring of students and/or other faculty, and 
by their being an inspiration to colleagues and stu-
dents.”5 Charity certainly fit that description, and hap-
pily the speech announcing Charity’s win was given 
by her friend Diane Hoffmann. That speech is repro-
duced in this issue.6

Even these significant accomplishments, however, 
barely scratch the surface of Charity’s involvement in 
ASLME and her commitment to multidisciplinary 

education. Aside from her writings, she guest-edited 
a special issue of Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics 
on “Transforming the Future of Public Health Law 
Education through a Faculty Fellowship Program,”7 
which was enormously popular. Many of the authors 
in this issue fondly remember their experiences with 
that project. 

In addition, and typical of Charity’s habit of lead-
ing by example, she soon volunteered her time to help 
lead the organization she cared so deeply about. She 
served six years as a member of our board of direc-
tors, and in 2015 she served as President of ASLME.8 
Charity’s presidential term was highlighted by the lov-
ing regard and concern she held for the employees 

of ASLME and, in return, I hope she felt the loving 
regard all of us felt for her. Following her presidential 
term, Charity remained a member in good standing at 
ASLME for the rest of her life. Her support of ASLME 
reflected many of her most important concerns: fos-
tering the growth of health law, encouraging better 
teaching in her field and in all fields of law, and using 
our journals and conferences to reach out to new, 
often young people, and show them all the potential 
that this field of study had to offer. 

I will close with one final, and deeply personal, obser-
vation. From almost the first day I met Charity, more 
than twenty years ago, she reminded me of another 
dear friend and mentor of mine, and coincidentally 
someone who also had some pretty strong connections 
to Atlanta: Julian Bond, the famous civil rights leader. 
I served as Julian’s teaching assistant at the University 
of Virginia, and just like with Charity, I used to enjoy 
spending time with him so much that I would occasion-
ally manufacture reasons just to talk with him. And like 
Julian, Charity was always extraordinarily busy, and yet 
she always, always made time for her friends and those 
she cared about. Julian once held up a phone call with 
the President of the United States to finish a conversa-
tion with me. I don’t think Charity ever did that, but 
she never made me feel any less important than anyone 
else in her large, lived-in life. And more than anything 
I think that’s why we remember people like Julian and 
Charity; because of the way they always made us feel 
about ourselves. Charity was, by any measure, a great 

When she spoke, she had the power to make people believe  
that she could do anything. But instead, when she spoke,  

she made people believe that they could do anything. 
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person. She was a great scholar, a great writer, a great 
teacher, a great parent, and a great friend. When she 
spoke, she had the power to make people believe that 
she could do anything. But instead, when she spoke, she 
made people believe that they could do anything. That’s 
why I remember and celebrate her, and that is why so 
many of us are here together in this issue of the Journal 
of Law, Medicine & Ethics to celebrate the wonderful 
and generous Charity Scott.
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