
LAWANDSOCIETYASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

AT THE SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION ofthe HarvardLawSchoolon
September22and23,1967,theLawandSocietyAssociationwascele-
bratedalso.ProfessorLonL. Fuller ofthe Harvardfaculty organizedthe
themeofhisremarksonLawandtheSocialSciences,addressinghimself
tothechallengeof"SomeUnexploredSocialDimensionsoftheLaw,"
aroundthefactandthenameoftheLawandSocietyAssociation.While
heraisedquestions aboutadistinction between"law"and"society,"he
pointedupthe importanceofourmovement and itsever-increasing in-
clusion in the mindsofpeoplewhoarethinking about formalsocial
control.Hisconcerninour mutual interest givesusanewenthusiasm.

I.
AttheAmericanSociologicalAssociationmeeting in August,Arnold

Rose (at thetimeofhis death,ASA's President-Elect, andan important
LSA member) raisedthreequestions:(1) What are the trainingneeds
intheSociologyofLaw? (2) Whatarethe researchneeds? (3) What is
the future ofLSA?In partial prefacetoanswerofthese penetrating
questions,itis appropriatetoreasserttheaphorism "the present isthe
causeofthefuture." It is valuabletoreviewsomeoftheactivities and
interestsoftheAssociation,since the lastreport.Theycanbeclassified
intocategoriesofAssociationactivitiesandlawandsocietyactivitiesof
relatedinterestgroups.

Abouttheformer,itis pleasantto report asuccessfully concluded
SocialScienceMethodsinLegal EducationInstitute (SSMILE) in Sum-
mer1967.Fromsixty-twoinitialapplications, twenty-three lawpro-
fessorswerechosenfor the five week institute. Under the guidanceof
ProfessorsAllenBarton,MauriceRosenbergandJeromeH.Skolnick,the
lawmen learnedsocialsciencemethodologywhilecritically evaluating
proposalsfor researchwhicheach prepared.
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With associatedprofessionalsocieties,the reportis encouraging.Two
sessions,co-sponsoredbyourAssociation,were presentedat the American
PoliticalScienceAssociation meeting inChicago, September5-9,1967:
"Law andChange"(ProfessorsJackLadinsky, Lawrence M. Friedman
andGregoryMassell) and"Free SpeechandPrivacy"(Professors Harry
Kalven, jr., Henry Abrahamand Martin Shapiro). Similarly,twojoint
sessionswere held in connectionwith theAmericanSociologicalAssocia-
tionSan Francisco meeting,August29and30,1967, featuring, inone,
aseriesoffour research papers,and,intheother,anopenbusiness
sessionoftheAssociation. In connectionwiththe meetingoftheAsso-
ciationofAmerican Law Schools,December27to30,1967,in Detroit,
two Law andSocietysessionswereheld: "Systems ApproachestoSocio-
EconomicProblems: Contributions and Limitations" (ProfessorsCarl
F.Stover,GeoffreyC. Hazard,jr., DonaldN. Michael), and, the AALS
CurriculumCommitteeRoundtable: "A CurricularConcem:Interdisci-
plinaryTeaching-WhatDoes It Mean?"(Professors Lawrence M. Fried-
man,Maurice Rosenberg,JohnJ.Schanz,Jr., Ernest M.Jones, Frank I.
Michelman).

About the latter,more thana little progressisobvious.An important
eventforlaw andsoeieticianswasthe CurriculumCommitteemeetingof
theAssociationofAmerican Law Schoolsmadepossiblebya grantfrom
the DanforthFoundation,heldon September30and October1,1967at
the Universityof Denver CollegeofLaw.Thefocusofthe meetingwas
ontheroleof the lawmanofthe future anditsimplicationsforliberaliz-
ing the legal curriculum toward propertraining ofthisdifferentlycon-
ceivedperson.

Wendell Bell,inan unpublishedpaper;muses that "The Future Is
theCauseofthePresent." True ornot,someoftheplansin prospect
forthenextyear requireattention. Association-plannedactivities include
repeatingtheSocialScienceMethods in Legal Education inSummer
1968attheUniversityof Denver CollegeofLaw. The RussellSage
Foundationand the Walter E.MeyerResearch Institute of Law again
have providedthe supportforthisprogram. Eighteen lawprofessorsare
to attendthisfourweeksession,whichwill be ledbyProfessors Harry
Kalven,Jr.,Allen Barton andStantonWheeler.Twootherjointprojects
with theAssociationofAmericanLawSchoolswere approvedatthe
Fall LSA Trustees Meeting: Law inSocialScience Education Institute
(alreadynicknamedLISSE,thenew institute will be aimedatareverse
oftheSSMILE goals), to train socialscientists in legalprocessanda
project for Interdisciplinary ResearchonLegal Culture and Political,
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EconomicandSocial Development, Inconjunction with the1968Spring
MeetingoftheLSATrustees,ameetingforthegeneralmembershipof
theAssociationwillbeheldattheSheraton-ChicagoHotel in Chicago,
Illinois, featuring twodiscussionsessions:ontheeveningofMay3rd,
"LegalProblemsofthe UrbanPoor,"andonMay4th,"NewFrontiers
in ResearchonCriminal Justice." The1968Fallmeetingof the Trustees
willbeheld in NewOrleansin Decemberof1968 (in conjunctionwith
theAssociationofAmericanLawSchools Meeting) and will include
anothergeneralAssociationmembershipmeetingfocusing attention on
atopicof interdisciplinary concern.

Groupsclosely related totheAssociation report excitingplansfor
the immediatefuture.TheAmericanBarAssociation, with TheAmerican
Assembly,willsponsoran unprecedentedconferenceon"LawandThe
SocialOrder,"March 14-17,1968. It willbringtogether100invited
participants-includingleadingauthoritiesinlaw,sociology,business
and government-toexaminetheroleoflawandlawyersinrelationto
thechangesinAmericansociety.TheUniversityofWisconsinispre-
paringa1968summer institute inBehavioralScienceandLaw.Disci-
plinary associationscontinuetoplanjointLawandSocietysessionsat
annualmeetings.

II.

YourBoardofTrusteesmetinEvanston,November11and12.Along
with other businessotherwiseherein reported,theTrustees reluctantly
accepted theresignationsofPaulMeehl(Psychology,Universityof
Minnesota)and Walter Murphy (Politics,Princeton University), both
ofwhomhadpersonaldemands pre-empting continued trusteeship.
Elected tofilloneofthepositionswasVictorRosenblum(Political
ScienceandLaw, NorthwesternUniversity). Inaddition,GeraldCaplin,
M.D.(Psychiatry, HarvardUniversity)wasalsoelectedaTrustee.

-ROBERT B. YEGGE
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