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The spirit of St. Thomas the great Martyr-Archbishop of Can-
terbury is the inspiring genius that moves luminously in the
background. And when it seems as if the King has conquered,
and that more decisively and permanently than the short-lived
triumph of the Henry of the martyrdom, there comes the con-
cluding episode of the book, in which Henry’s nefarious design
of desecrating and destroying the Martyr’s bones is foiled,
Surely indicative of the fact which we realise so well to-day,
namely that victory for the powers of evil is always short-lived,
that the tide of battle has long since turned, that the Rock of
Peter on which the Church stands, is often battered but never
crumbles, while all man-made institutions are foredoomed to

disintegration and inevitable destruction.
E.R.
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