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A FRANCISCAN CONTRIBUTION TO CATHOLIC EMANCI-

PATION. By J. B. Dockery. (Johns, Newport; 25s.)
«i the standard histories of the years before Catholic Emancipation,

Or example those of Ward and Amherst, Bishop Collingridge does
i?* fand a front-rank place. The lion's share of the epic story has

wierto been stolen by Milner, the stormy petrel of the period. Even
ouglas and Poynter, the statesmen of the Emancipation transaction,
U await biographers. Fr Dockery's life of Collingridge, against that

, ackground, clearly demonstrates two things: that there is need for a
°ok on each of the Vicars Apostolic and their coadjutors, and that

f?l punitive history of 1829 can be written till all these gaps have been

°j'ingridge is a tribute to a great and holy man, whose devoted
^O rk behind the scenes of English public life, albeit he was neither
•g §°tiator nor politician, does warrant the book's sub-title. For Peter
,. Sardine Collingridge was the mainstay of the Western District
fro' ° f W e s t a n d S o u t h - W e s t England, and the whole of Wales)
g J11 1806, when he became coadjutor to Bishop Sharrock, till
its ]^S SUcceeded him upon his death in the very year of Emancipation
0 ' And though Baines's extraordinary report to Rome on taking

1 W r ° u ^ have relegated his predecessor to the status of an ineffective
^ ^ i f h d Ri

p
Coir 9 t n e West after the Gordon Riots owes more to
per Sridge, as Father Dockery reveals, than to any other single

Tli
fOr J7 Method of the book has been, wisely, to let its hero speak
^lan "Jf.6^"as m u c r i a s is compatible with the writing of biography.
ar r y °i°graphers seem torn between a chronological and a topical
atltitlf e ^ l e " t °^ tke*r c n a P t e r s - Ff Dockery has ignored the apparent
ally fCS1S t w e e n t n e t w o techniques, by telling his story chronologic-
sepa ° r e m o s t part but holding up its climax in order to give us

^tC c ^ a P t e r s o n Collingridge's general administration of his
? ^ l ( h ) h h F i h hd

gg g
, ? n ^ s relations (as Bishop) with the Franciscans who had

1 o n ^ s relations with the other religious Orders, and
and0 ?.y t ' l e houses of nuns teaching in his area; on his Pastorals,
for tL

U ^ s Private letters. This treatment allows the Bishop to emerge
H C ^e a"e r a s a personahty.

g lncidental by-products are numerous and fascinating. We
o n c i s e history of St Bonaventure's at Douay; a plan of the

Chapels in London; a detailed description of the Church in
?}. t r i e time, not readily available elsewhere; a realization

to K ^ r ^ g e W a S not a n t i - J e s u i t ; a remine^n d b h d l
me to K ^ r ^ g e W a S not a n t i - J e s u i t ; a reminder of how nearly Lingard

rift a m
 e^ng made a bishop; and we are left speculating whether the
Otlg the Vicars Apostolic might have been healed earlier if
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they had all been able to be present at the consecration of BaineS-
The greatness of a personality shines through the letters, and the
Pastorals, and the documents disinterred from the Clifton and W
minster and other archives. Not every bishop will have had his
serenade him as follows:

'Reverendissime Pater et Pontifice nostro carissime,
Te rogamus do nobis recreatione magna hodie et crastine et
totum negotium et petitiones underneathim exprobro.
Imprimis, libertatem linguorum nostrorum,

chatterorum all dayorum.
Visitatorum tuorum in Parlorum,
Bibo a glasso of vino duo diebus
Teapot teaorum et butyrum in medio Refectorum,
Sugara Candida, Lectorum in communiorum.

The volume is an excellent piece of book-production (though
number of slips reveal that the text could have been more careful;
proof-read). A warm tribute is due to the publishers, to w'1?(-
Catholic scholarship was already deeply indebted for the two magni
cent volumes on Stonor and the Vaux.

A. C. F. BEAU*

NOTICES

THE editors, Cecily Hastings and Donald Nicholl, in their introo
to Selection II (Sheed and Ward; 16s.), express surprise that ^
collected articles 'of outstanding quality and interest' more or
random they should find a pattern in the book thus formed- .
evidently their own interests were responsible for the choi ^
therefore the pattern, and many will be indebted to them " \ i ^ e ,
interests lay in the direction of re-establishing symbols— This v fg_
though we had not originally realised it, is concerned with the e ^
ence of symbols.' In these realms their authors are well known,
articles often inaccessible in foreign tongues or remote pen ^
Fr. Richard Kehoe, o.p., Professor Mircea £liade, D a V 1

 t ^ this
Gregory Zilboorg, Josef Pieper are a few of the authors presen
fruitful book, whose subtitle is 'A Year Book of Contemp
Thought'.
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