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P.L. Kintner, Choice, 1995.
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R.]J. Schoeck, Sixteenth Century Fournal, 1995.
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Caroline Walker Bynum
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An exploration of the interaction between art and politics in early
modern Germany, this work focuses on art, political in content,
produced by the Augsburg artist Jérg Breu the Elder during the
second and third decodes of the sixteenth century. The book
argues for the function of the art as fashioning political identities.
The artist Jorg Breu is first introduced. His work for the city of
Augsburg and for Habsburg and Wittelsbach rulers are examined.
These works are placed within their historical context and analyzed
according to how they articulate themes of warfare, ceremony,
and history in order to construct political identity.

The analysis of Breu’s city chronicle and of the response of his
art to political contest is particularly useful for historians of art
and of politics.

Pia F. Cuneo, Ph.D. (1991) in Art History, Northwestern
University, is Assistant Professor of Art History at the University
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“If he had lived among the Greeks, he would now be numbered
among the stars.” So wrote Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz in his
epitaph for Francis Mercury van Helmont, whose views influenced
Leibniz, contributed to the development of modern science, and
fostered the kind of ecumenicalism that made the concept of
toleration conceivable.

The progressive nature of van Helmont’s thought was based on
his deep commitment to the esoteric doctrines of the Lurianic
Kabbalah. He co-edited the Kabbala Denudata (1677-1684), the
largest collection of Lurianic Kabbalistic texts available to
Christians up to that time. Although difficult and arcane, its
subject matter illuminates the faith in science, the belief in progress,
and the pluralism characteristic of later western thought.

The Lurianic Kabbalah thus deserves a place it has never received
in histories of western scientific and cultural developments.
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