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With a focus on the relationship between women’s and children’s rights and
theories of globalization, we conduct an event history analysis of more than
150 countries between 1950 and 2011 to assess the factors associated with pol-
icies banning corporal punishment in schools and homes. Our research
reveals that formal condemnation of corporal punishment in schools is
becoming a global norm; policies banning corporal punishment in the home,
in contrast, are being adopted more slowly. We find that the percentage of
women in parliament is associated with the adoption of anti-corporal punish-
ment policies in both schools and homes, suggesting a nexus between wom-
en’s and children’s issues. Countries with more ethnic diversity are slower to
adopt home policies, however. We propose that minority groups in these
countries may be resistant to laws because of the risk of selective or prejudicial
enforcement. In terms of globalization, more aid is associated with both school
and home policies, and countries that have ratified the Convention on the
Rights of the Child are more likely to adopt home policies. Surprisingly, inter-
national nongovernmental organizations are not significantly associated with
either type of policy adoption.

In 2015, an enraged teacher at the Florence Christian Academy
Primary School near Hluti, Swaziland, used a stick “big enough
to kill a snake” to apply hundreds of lashes to a 12-year-old girl
(Mkhonta 2015). The teacher viewed this beating as punishment
for “spreading malicious gossip” about him. The Swazi Observer
reported the child “screamed and asked for forgiveness, but this
seemed to infuriate the teacher more.” The extent of the girl’s
injuries shocked medical personnel.

This brief story provides a powerful reminder that corporal
punishment is still used to abuse children in the contemporary
world. At the same time, this story also reveals a marked shift in
perceptions of corporal punishment. It suggests the practice is
now condemned by Swazi elites, which is clear from the tone
adopted by the local journalist who wrote the story, the response
of the medical personnel who treated the girl, and the presence
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of local organizations like the Swaziland Action Group Against
Abuse. This condemnation is also reflected at the global level,
with the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child
and organizations such as Save the Children using this and other
cases to pressure Swaziland into changing its laws regarding
corporal punishment.

Countries like Swaziland that do not legally prohibit beatings
in schools are increasingly changing their policies. While corporal
punishment was not a priority half a century ago, many countries
have since banned physical reprimands in schools, and some
have also banned such discipline in the home. Yet, no studies (to
our knowledge) have examined the factors associated with poli-
cies restricting violent discipline. Accordingly, in this study, we
draw upon event history analyses of more than 150 countries
between 1950 and 2011 to assess the dynamics of adopting cor-
poral punishment bans in homes and schools, respectively.

We find that women and children’s interests appear to be
linked, as the percentage of women in parliament is positively
associated with bans on corporal punishment in schools and in
the home. We also find that public (i.e., school) policies tend to
precede home policies, just as women’s rights policies addressed
the public sphere (e.g., voting, employment rights) before the
private sphere (e.g., domestic violence). Yet, countries with
greater ethnic fractionalization have lower odds of adopting poli-
cies that regulate children’s rights in the home. One possible
explanation for this is that ethnolinguistic minorities may block
such policies because states tend to under-protect and over-police
minority communities (compare Crenshaw 2012).

Our analysis of the adoption of policies banning violent disci-
pline in the home and in schools provides insights on global pro-
cesses of policy diffusion as well. We find that the ratification of
the 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) is associated with the adoption of policies banning corporal
punishment in the home but not in schools. We also find that
receipt of international aid is associated with the adoption of vio-
lent discipline bans in both schools and homes. Links to interna-
tional nongovernmental organizations (INGOs) are not associated
with either form of policy adoption, however, which is surprising
given earlier studies of diffusion in the world polity literature.

Feminism, Women, and Children

Before 1970, most international human rights organizations
focused on state-instigated human rights abuses, such as torture.
Abuses that occurred in the home were generally viewed as
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outside the law and certainly outside the jurisdiction of the inter-
national system. For example, when a coalition of African women
asked the World Health Organization (WHO) to take action
against female genital cutting in 1962, the WHO refused,
responding that female genital cutting was a cultural matter
(Boyle 2002). The private sphere was a sacred space that pre-
served local culture (Merry 2006), and male heads of households
were typically perceived as responsible for their household’s well-
being family law consequently was not a core concern of govern-
ments (e.g., McBride & Parry 2011), let alone a concern of inter-
national law.1

In fact, global legal regulation of the private sphere has his-
torically been seen as intrusive2; and understanding the shift
toward viewing such regulation as necessary requires an under-
standing of women’s global activism. At the turn of the nine-
teenth century, feminist activists mobilized globally to gain the
right to vote (Ramirez et al. 1997). They justified women’s formal
entry into the political system by arguing that a unique feminine
temperament would facilitate peace among countries and that
women’s roles as mothers and wives would lead to greater atten-
tion to children (Berkovitch 1999). For many feminists at the
time, women and children’s interests were inextricably connected.
As Minow (1986: 3) notes: “. . . the historic roles played by
women as advocates for children’s needs and interests closely link
women’s own political struggles with political reforms on behalf
of children.”

The feminism that emerged in the post World-War II era in
Western Europe and the United States had different foci. Many
of these activists de-emphasized women as mothers and generally
wanted states to treat women as individual rights holders equal to
men (Berkovitch 1999).3 After making inroads against gender
discrimination in public organizations, many of these activists
turned toward violence against women, characterizing it as a uni-
versal phenomenon that women disproportionately experienced
everywhere, including in the home (Keck & Sikkink 1998). Prom-
inent activists and policy makers successfully argued that states
and other actors in the global system needed to become more
involved in combatting abuses that occurred in the private sphere

1 Even in recent years, violence against women has had less salience in international
law when the perpetrators were civilians rather than state actors (Stansell 2010; Sullivan
1995).

2 This perception is socially constructed, as certain private activities, such as homosex-
ual sex, have rarely been accorded private status under law (Cossman 2002).

3 Some earlier feminists outside of the United States and Western Europe emphasized
women as rights holders (see, for instance, Marino [2014] on Latin American feminists).
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(e.g., Coomaraswamy 2000), aruging that “the private is politi-
cal.” Ending violence against women was both prominently fea-
tured in the 1979 United Nations Convention for the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and in
subsequent mobilizations throughout the 1980s.

This activism transformed a divide between the public and
private spheres by asking states to intervene in cases of domestic
violence. Once global actors turned their attention to violence
against women in the home, it was conceivably only a matter of
time before violence against children also became an important
global issue.4 Soon, activists called for the recognition of child
rights and the elimination of violence against children, and Swe-
den became the first country to ban all forms of corporal punish-
ment in 1979 (Paintal 2007). A decade later, the CRC was open
for ratification. The CRC extended many of the rights enshrined
in other human rights treaties to children and is the most ratified
treaty in the world, as all United Nations member5 countries
except the United States have ratified it.

Despite its success in prompting international and national
legal reforms, much of the Western feminist rhetoric of this period
was exclusive and hierarchical (Kapur & Cossman 1996), and
many Western activists adopted a discourse of saviors and victims
that treated women from low- and middle-income states as a
homogeneous group (Mohanty 1984). Subsequently, a new genera-
tion of academics and activists—led by women from low- and
middle-income countries and minority women in wealthy coun-
tries—began to focus on intersections of inequality (see, e.g., Budg-
eon 2011; Mack-Canty 2004; Mahmood 2011). They argued that
recognizing rather than eliding differences among women would
lead to deeper understandings of inequalities and more effective
approaches for combatting them (Buss 1997; Collins 2000).

For example, Crenshaw (1991) suggested activists should not
aim to eliminate all gender or racial differences but rather should
recognize these differences as potential sources of social empow-
erment. In terms of the public/private spheres, this required rec-
ognition that, for some women, “the home is not simply a man’s
castle in the patriarchal sense, but may also function as a safe
haven from the indignities of life in a racist society” (Crenshaw
1991: 1257). These scholars raised new sensitivities about using
the law to address the ills of the private sphere, and the identity

4 Anti-corporal punishment activists and organizations existed well before this time
(Glenn 1984). However, corporal punishment was not seen as a global issue until relatively
recently.

5 Other countries whose recognition is disputed, such as Kosovo, have not ratified the
CRC.

Nyseth Brehm & Boyle 209

https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314


politics they fostered may have influenced policies concerning
violent discipline.

Taken together, women’s global activism informs several
hypotheses regarding countries’ adoption of anti-corporal punish-
ment policies. First, an initial emphasis on women’s unique con-
cerns as mothers suggests a lasting policy connection between
women and children. Scholars argue that men and women legis-
lators make decisions according to gendered interests (Kittilson
2008; Swers 1998; Thomas 1991) and have found greater repre-
sentation of women in political bodies affects public spending and
the adoption of policies beneficial to women (Celis 2006; Htun &
Piscopo 2010; Schwindt-Bayer & Mishler 2005; but see Burnet
2008; Devlin & Elgie 2008).6 Despite this, comparatively few
studies have considered whether the presence of women in poli-
tics is associated with explicitly child-oriented policies or out-
comes (but see Swiss et al. 2012). We suggest that women’s
political representation may positively influence the adoption of
policies benefitting children. Put formally:

Hypothesis 1. The greater the percentage of women in a country’s
national parliament or legislature, the higher the odds the country
adopts anti-corporal punishment policies in schools and homes.

Nevertheless, there is some reason to believe that Hypothesis
1 will not be supported, as it would be a mistake to assume that
all women support violent discipline bans. For instance, a study
reviewing attitudes toward violent discipline in nine countries
found that some women who believe corporal punishment is
unnecessary nonetheless engage in the practice (Lansford et al.
2010), and evidence suggests that many parents, including
women, use physical discipline at some point (United Nations
General Assembly 2006). It is thus important to test empirically
whether there is a connection between women in parliament and
child-oriented anti-violent discipline policies.

Second, in line with activists’ emphases outlined above, coun-
tries began to protect women’s rights in terms of women’s public
statuses as voters or workers before their private rights, such as
the rights to contraception and divorce. Protections from violence
followed a similar pattern. For instance, legal protections for rape
victims preceded the recognition of domestic violence as a crime.
We expect to see a similar pattern for the violent discipline of chil-
dren, specifically that it will be prohibited first in the public sphere
followed by the private sphere. Therefore, we hypothesize:

6 Others suggest that a threshold (such as 30%) must be crossed for women to have an
impact (Chaney 2006; Childs & Krook 2009; Swiss et al. 2012; but see Grey 2006).
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Hypothesis 2. Policies banning corporal punishment in schools will
generally precede policies banning corporal punishment in homes.

In line with this, we anticipate the recognition of children’s
public rights will operate as a precursor to private rights. This is
consistent with policies concerning women’s rights. Further, pol-
icy makers in countries that passed anti-corporal-punishment
laws for schools will have likely laid the foundation for laws
related to the home. NGOs and activists may also target policy
makers in these countries, viewing them as promising reformers
because of their earlier actions. We consequently hypothesize:

Hypothesis 3. Countries that passed anti-corporal punishment policies
for schools will have higher odds of passing anti-corporal punishment
policies in homes.

Finally, we consider whether greater numbers of minorities
influence resistance to using law to combat violence in the
home.7 Anti-corporal punishment policies may be less likely in
more diverse countries because members of minority groups may
promote alternative approaches that rely less on state or police
authority. As noted, critical scholars in recent decades have
increased awareness of the prejudicial enforcement of such laws
and have increased leeriness of policies that invite the state into
the home. We therefore hypothesize:

Hypothesis 4. The greater the ethnic fractionalization within a coun-
try, the lower the odds the country adopts an anti-corporal punish-
ment policy in homes.

Global Influences on Policymaking

Beyond the role of gender and feminism in the passage of
anti-corporal punishment policies, theories of globalization sug-
gest additional factors that affect the worldwide diffusion of laws.
Globalization scholars tend to focus more on the process of legal
diffusion than on the substance of policies themselves. In general,
these scholars fit into two groups: those who emphasize resources
and those who emphasize global cultural influences. With respect
to the former, a growing body of research considers the relationship

7 For example, feminists have challenged the discriminatory nature of laws regulating
Islamic homes in India (Merry 2006), veils in France (Ajrouch 2007), and Maasai practices
in Tanzania (Winterbottom et al. 2009).
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between foreign aid and human rights, often reaching conflicting
conclusions. Some studies find that aid is associated with human
rights and democracy (Hearn 1999; Poe 1990; Tavares 2003), while
other studies find no association (Crawford 1997; Knack 2004;
Moyo 2009; Yoo and Boyle 2015).8 In the case of anti-corporal pun-
ishment policies, it is difficult to determine the extent to which
donors actually link their aid to actions against corporal punish-
ment. On the one hand, donors may consider other rights more
important and therefore focus their energies elsewhere, and schol-
arship has shown that other factors—like political alliances and
colonial ties—drive the allocation of aid (Alesina & Dollar 2000).
On the other hand, donors may prefer recipients who enact global
norms, and anti-corporal punishment policies may be considered
part of the package of global norms (Barrett & Tsui 1999). We
nonetheless frame our hypothesis in the positive:

Hypothesis 5. The greater the level of international aid received by a
country, the higher the odds it adopts anti-corporal punishment poli-
cies in schools and homes.

Turning to global culture, countries often look to other states or
international organizations for ideas about policy reforms (Dobbin
et al. 2007). World polity theorists stress that states are part of a
global society that shapes the construction of interests and provides
clues regarding what “good” states should do (Finnemore & Sik-
kink 1998; Meyer et al. 1997). In fact, scholars have specifically
noted the importance of global civil society for promoting child
rights (Boyle & Kim 2009; Gran & Aliberti 2003; Kim & Boyle
2011; Kim et al. 2013).

Global norms may be spread to countries in several ways. First,
they may be disseminated through international treaties that delin-
eate global norms countries are expected to incorporate into their
national laws. As noted above, the CRC is the core human rights
treaty pertaining to children. Although the CRC does not explicitly
prohibit corporal punishment, it does prohibit torture and any
other violence against children. The CRC Committee also began
explicitly discussing corporal punishment in its recommendations
to countries in the mid-1990s. For instance, a 1995 Concluding
Observation issued by the CRC Committee9 concerning Sri Lanka

8 Most of this research examines whether aid had the intended effect on human rights
outcomes. We assume that policy adoption is often an intermediate step and thus rely upon
this work.

9 The CRC is monitored through a reporting system. Countries file reports on their
progress in promoting child rights every five years. Representatives from these countries
then meet with Committee members to discuss the reports and subsequent
recommendations.
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lamented that there was still corporal punishment in schools
and in the home and suggested Sri Lanka take measures to
combat the abuse. Several documents created by the Committee
solidified this perspective into formal doctrine. A UN study on
violence against children was published in 2006 (United Nations
General Assembly 2006). This was quickly followed by a General
Comment highlighting states’ obligations to prohibit and elimi-
nate corporal punishment of children: “Addressing the wide-
spread acceptance or tolerance of corporal punishment10 of
children and eliminating it, in the family, schools and other set-
tings, is not only an obligation of States. . . It is. . .a key strategy
for reducing and preventing all forms of violence in societies.”
(Committee on the Rights of the Child General Comment
2006). Thus, as the CRC Committee specifically addresses cor-
poral punishment, we anticipate that the CRC will be especially
relevant to policy adoption:

Hypothesis 6. The earlier a country ratifies the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, the higher the odds it adopts anti-corporal pun-
ishment policies in schools and homes.

INGOs may also influence policy adoption. Indeed, many
world polity theorists have demonstrated the link between INGOs
and policy adoption, noting their role as carriers of global society
(Boli & Thomas 1999; Frank et al. 2000; Hironaka 2002). INGOs
often invoke normative arguments to pressure governments to
improve their human rights practices through policy reform (Tsut-
sui & Wotipka 2004; Wotipka & Tsutsui 2008). The case of corporal
punishment is no different, and several international organizations
and networks—such as the Global Initiative to End All Corporal
Punishment of Children (GI)—have worked closely with the UN to
emphasize outlawing corporal punishment. We therefore
hypothesize:

Hypothesis 7. The greater the number of INGOs to which a country’s
citizens belong, the higher the odds it adopts anti-corporal punishment
policies in schools and homes.

Note that GI, which was founded in 2001, has been especially
important in accelerating the rate of corporal punishment pro-
hibitions (Bower 2015). Because the GI was founded so recently
and its founding coincides with several initiatives by UN entities,

10 This document defines corporal punishment as any punishment in which physical
force is used and intended to cause some degree of pain or discomfort, however light this
punishment is.
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however, we cannot assess its independent effect in our models;
we must rather examine INGOs more broadly.11

In sum, we hypothesize foreign aid, the ratification of the CRC,
and membership in INGOs will influence the adoption of corporal
punishment policies. Recent research suggests that numerous global
influences impact national policy adoption and related human rights
practices (Kim & Boyle 2011) and has linked membership in INGOs
and aid (Swiss & Longhofer 2016). We therefore do not treat these
hypotheses as mutually exclusive. It is also important to note that we
anticipate that the same factors that influence the adoption of the
first policy will influence the adoption of the second policy. In other
words, controlling for the adoption of a school policy, these factors
will continue to be influential on the odds of adopting a home policy.

Methods and Measures

We conduct the analysis between 195012 and 2011. This includes
as many years as possible, as international data are scarce before
1950.13 We begin our analysis in 1950 because this coincides with
the emergence of global human rights norms and international laws.
Specifically, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted
in 1948, and UN commissions completed drafts of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Cove-
nant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights in 1954. This time
span allows us to examine the factors associated with the lack of pol-
icy adoption in early years, which is important for understanding
the factors that are associated with policy adoption.

We sought to include all countries as we are interested in
general international trends and as all countries could feasibly
pass such policies. Ultimately, however, several small nations14

11 The GI does not have offices in every country, making it difficult to create a quanti-
tative measure that captures the GI’s effects on individual countries. This is not to suggest
that there is no effect but rather to highlight our inability to capture an effect using quantita-
tive analysis.

12 As we note below, seven countries had passed a policy banning corporal punish-
ment in schools by 1950. They are thus censored. Note also that if we restrict our analyses to
1989–2011, the direction and significance of all effects remain the same (available upon
request).

13 For instance, we use the most comprehensive dataset of GDP to date (James et al.
2012), and the dataset begins in 1950. Data on aid (AidData.org) are similarly first available
in 1947.

14 These include Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Brunei
Darussalam, Dominica, Honduras, Kiribati, Liechtenstein, Malta, Marshall Islands, Microne-
sia, Monaco, Nauru, Palau, Papa New Guinea, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. Note also that we restrict countries in this study to
United Nations member countries due to the lack of available data on disputed territories.
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are excluded because there were not data available for most inde-
pendent variables. Specifically, there are 150 countries and 5,363
country-years in analyses of school policies, and there are 159
countries and 6,254 country-years in analyses of home policies.
The unit of analysis is the country-year,15 and the values vary
annually. As with any quantitative study covering many years and
numerous countries, this analysis consequently sacrifices locally
specific nuance in favor of analyzing general relationships.

Dependent Variables

We used several sources to create a dataset of corporal pun-
ishment laws. First, we coded whether there was any law regard-
ing corporal punishment, as well as the year of adoption, based
on Concluding Observations by the Committee on the Rights of
the Child.16 This Committee reviews country compliance with the
CRC. Specifically, it examines corporal punishment in schools,
the home, and in the juvenile justice system; and it expects mem-
ber states enact legislation outlawing corporal punishment in
these spheres.17 In this article, we analyze corporal punishment
policies related to the home and to educational institutions as two
distinct dependent variables. We do not assess laws pertaining to
corporal punishment in the juvenile justice system due to the
wide range of laws regarding this form of corporal punishment.18

We model the presence of national laws regarding corporal
punishment in the home and in schools separately, as we consider
these two forms of policies as related indicators of the same phe-
nomenon. In other words, we examine home policies and school
policies in separate models. We assign countries a “1” for the
year in which they enact a home policy and/or a school policy
and a “0” otherwise. As no country enacted a policy against one
form of corporal punishment and then later allowed corporal

15 Countries enter the risk set when they become independent. Many countries were
independent in 1950, but others enter the risk set throughout the subsequent two decades.
Note that countries that dissolved are included until dissolution, at which point new coun-
tries are included appropriately. For instance, the Former Yugoslavia is included until 1991,
and its former republics that declared independence and were recognized are included
afterward.

16 http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/
TBSearch.aspx?Lang5en&TreatyID55&TreatyID510&TreatyID511&DocTypeID55

17 Note that, although the CRC entered into force in 1990, the Concluding Observa-
tions include the passage of laws well before that time.

18 For example, corporal punishment might be outlawed as a sentence, or it might be
banned within particular penal institutions. Data on the years of corporal punishment poli-
cies pertaining to juvenile justice were also missing or unclear in numerous cases, in large
part due to the complexities of banning corporal punishment as it relates to juvenile justice.
Thus, we focus on laws pertaining to corporal punishment in the home and in educational
institutions.
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punishment, countries are censored after passing each policy. For
a ban to count as a home policy or as a school policy and be
coded as a “1,” it must apply to the entire country. We do not
count policies with exceptions or that only applied to certain
regions within a country. For instance, if a province within a fed-
eralist system had outlawed corporal punishment in schools but
such a law had not been passed at the national level, this country
receives a “0” for the school policy dependent variable in relevant
country-years. The policy must clearly outlaw corporal punish-
ment in the home and/or the schools countrywide to be included
as a national policy in our dataset.

To check the validity of the years that laws were adopted and
obtain information that was not included in Concluding Observa-
tions, we supplemented our data with information from the
Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children.19

This organization was created in 2001 to campaign for worldwide
prohibition of corporal punishment in any setting. As part of this
initiative, the organization monitors the laws against corporal
punishment in each country worldwide. Their web site provides
data on when policies were adopted, and we checked all data
from the Concluding Observations against the Global Initiative’s
web site. When there were discrepancies, we located and read
countries’ laws ourselves. We are thus confident in the validity
and reliability of these data, although as laws can be ambiguous
and difficult to track over time, minimal errors may remain.

Independent Variables

We obtain independent variables, further explained in Table
1 and summarized by policy adoption in Table 2, from a variety
of sources.

Women in Parliament

To assess the effect of women in parliament, we include the
percentage of legislative seats held by women in the national par-
liament in each country-year. We focus on national parliaments
due to our emphasis on countrywide bans, as opposed to regional
bans, on corporal punishment. These data were obtained from
Paxton et al. (2006) as well as from the International Parliamen-
tary Union (2014).20 As we explain in more detail below, we also

19 http://www.endcorporalpunishment.org
20 We began with data from Paxton et al. (2006) and supplemented these data after

2003 (the last year they are available) with data from the International Parliamentary Union
(2014), which was the primary source of data in the Paxton, Hughes, and Green dataset.
Countries that are missing data are included in footnote 14.
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test a threshold effect of 30 percent or more seats belonging to
women.

Ethnic Fractionalization

Plurality within the population is operationalized with an
indicator of ethnolinguistic fractionalization, which measures the

Table 1. Dependent and Independent Variables

Variable Description Source

Dependent variables
Home policy Adoption of a policy that outlaws

corporal punishment in the
home

CRC Concluding Observa-
tions and End Corporal
Punishment

School policy Adoption of a policy that outlaws
corporal punishment in
educational institutions

CRC Concluding Observa-
tions and End Corporal
Punishment

Independent variables
Women in parliament Percentage of women in national

parliament
Paxton et al. (2006) and

International Parliamen-
tary Union (2014)

Ethnolinguistic
fractionalization

Probability that two randomly
drawn individuals from a country
are from different linguistic
groups

Fearon and Laitin (2003)
and Krain (1997)

Aid Sum of all loans, grants, or equity
investments from governments,
government aid agencies, IGOs,
and private foundations received
toward civil society pursuits; in
USD 2011 currency

AidData.org

CRC ratification Years since ratification of the
Convention on the Rights
of the Child

Convention on the Rights of
the Child

INGOs International nongovernmental
organizations that at least one
citizen in a country is a member
of

International Yearbook of
Associations

Controls
Democracy 210 (full autocracy) to 10 (full

democracy)
Polity IV

GDP per capita Gross Domestic Product divided by
midyear population in then-
current USD currency (IHME
measure)

James et al. (2012)

Time Years

Table 2. Mean Values by Policy Adoption in 159 Countries

Indicator Home Policy No Home Policy School Policy No School Policy

Women in parliament 20.61 9.04 12.86 8.30
Ethnolinguistic

fractionalization
0.26 0.40 0.37 0.42

Aida 2,946,828.00 2,023,491.00 6,157,499.00 1,715,141.00
CRC ratification 12.52 4.07 9.10 3.57
INGOs 1,520.75 489.19 743.65 432.06
Controls
Democracy 6.94 0.22 4.21 20.61
GDP per capita 20,772.95 7,302.78 8,424.58 6,363.66

aAid data, INGO data, and GDP per capita are logged in the analysis.
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probability that two randomly drawn individuals from a country
are from different linguistic groups (Fearon & Laitin 2003).
Constructing any comparative measure of ethnic groups across
countries raises validity concerns. Fearon’s ethnolinguistic frac-
tionalization measure gives special attention to linguistic diversity,
which is not perfectly correlated with ethnic diversity but is better
than alternate measures.21 Fearon (2003: 210) does take into
account factors other than a shared language, however, such as
indicators of a common culture or race. He constructed this met-
ric using data from the Atlas Narodov Mira 1964, which provides
the best-known and most widely used measure of ethnic fraction-
alization. He then supplemented the Atlas with data from the CIA
World Factbook, the Encyclopedia Britannica, the Library of Congress
Country Studies, and other sources in order to take other indica-
tors of culture into account. As this measure remains quite con-
stant over time, we interpolated it for missing years.22

International Aid

Given our focus on child rights, we include a measure of civil
society aid from AidData (2016; see also Tierney et al. 2011).
Civil society aid includes aid given for human rights, women’s
groups, grassroots organizations, and other efforts that promote
civil society. AidData provides the raw amount of aid given in
USD 2011 across all country-years; we thus added all aid allo-
cated to each country for each country-year and logged this value
to best fit the data.

CRC Ratification

As the CRC Committee monitors corporal punishment and as
human rights treaties reflect international norms, we include a
measure of ratification of the CRC.23 We operationalize ratifica-
tion as the number of years since ratifying the CRC, which was
open for ratification in 1989.

21 See Fearon (2003) for a review of other measures and for additional information.
22 In cases where data are missing, we supplement with the ethnolinguistic fractionali-

zation from Krain (1997) at https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataset.xhtml?persisten-
tId5hdl:1902.1/15494. In total, 1,487 country-years were interpolated or gleaned from
Krain in the home policy models, while 1,143 country-years were interpolated or gleaned
from Krain in the school policy models. Note also that we explored all measures of ethnic
power from the Ethnic Power Relations Dataset (Wimmer et al. 2009), and none were signif-
icantly associated with policy adoption.

23 We obtained these data directly from Wade Cole and supplemented more recent
years with data from the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, obtained at http://indicators.ohchr.org.
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INGOs

INGOs are operationalized as the number of INGOs to which
any citizen of a country belongs. The data are obtained from the
Yearbook of International Organizations (various years) and are
logged. As is consistent practice, data for earlier periods are inter-
polated (see Kim & Boyle 2011).

Controls

We include several control variables. First, to measure democ-
racy, we include the Polity IV scale (Marshall et al. 2016). In this
scale, democracies range from 10 (full democracy) to 210 (full
autocracy).24 To measure development, we include the Gross
Domestic Product per capita. We obtain this measure from James
et al. (2012), who sought to develop a comprehensive measure of
GDP across countries and combined data from key sources (such
as the World Bank) to produce data on GDP. Data are in U.S.
dollars and logged. Finally, we measure time by including a count
of the years since a country entered into the risk set (either 1950
or independence).

We also explored a number of other control variables. Specif-
ically, we examined the percentage of youth living in a country,
regional effects, dominant religion, regime durability, trade open-
ness, and the ratification of CRC Protocols and other human
rights treaties, including CEDAW.25 We also examined numerous
data that are only available for a subset of years, such as women
teachers, women employers, years since suffrage, the birth rate,
and the share of women in wage employment. None significantly
improved the fit of the models or was significantly associated with
the adoption of policies.26

Analysis

To assess the factors that influence whether and when coun-
tries adopt corporal punishment policies in the home and in
schools, we utilize discrete-time hazard models and, again, model
the adoption of policies in the home and in the school sepa-
rately. The hazard is the instantaneous propensity that an event
will occur. Unlike many models, hazard models analyze the

24 We explored the possibility of using the FreedomHouse score, but this variable is
not available before the 1970s. See https://freedomhouse.org/report-types/freedom-world.

25 Specifically, we examined years since ratification of the ICCPR, the ICESR, and
CEDAW. The measures were highly correlated, and we found that each treaty had a similar
effect. If more than one treaty was included in a model, the oldest treaty typically wiped out
other treaty effects.

26 These supplemental analyses are available upon request.
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influence of time and allow for time-varying predictors and cen-
soring of data. In other words, countries are no longer consid-
ered “at risk” of adopting a certain policy once policy adoption
has occurred, as there are no cases of legislation being
overturned.27

Specifically, we employ discrete-time logistic regression mod-
els (Allison 1984):

log Pit= 12 Pitð Þ½ �5 at1 b1Xit11 . . . 1 bkXitk:

In this model, Pit represents the probability that country i enacts a
policy at time t. b signifies the effect of the independent variables;
X1, X2 . . . Xk denote k time-varying explanatory variables; and a
represents a set of constants corresponding to each discrete-time
unit of one country-year. We also cluster by country identifier to
adjust for correlated errors within countries over time.28

The discrete-time hazard model invokes several assumptions.
First, it invokes linear additivity, which means that a predictor’s
effect does not depend on the values of other predictors in the
model or the position of the unit difference along its scale. Sec-
ond, it invokes the proportionality assumption: that each predic-
tor has an identical effect in every time period under study. In
other words, it does not depend on the duration. Finally, the
discrete-time hazard model invokes an assumption that there is
no unobserved heterogeneity. Essentially, the population hazard
depends only on predictor values (Singer & Willett 2003).

Analyses were conducted in Stata (2014), and results for the
two models are presented in odds ratios with exponentiated con-
fidence intervals. Coefficients larger than one are associated with
increased odds of a policy, while coefficients smaller than one are
associated with decreased odds of having a policy. Again, we clus-
ter standard errors by country identifier, though the Supporting
Information Appendix includes random effects models as a
robustness test. Results remain qualitatively similar, providing
additional support for the results of our event history analysis.

Results: Banning Corporal Punishment

Figure 1 shows the number of countries that adopted corpo-
ral punishment policies in the home and in schools between 1950

27 We do not lag the dependent variable, as passing a policy is a lengthy process. Mobi-
lization and political pressure typically precede actual policy adoption, and we want to cap-
ture the effect of our independent variables on the entire process.

28 Specifically, we include “cluster(countryidentifier)” in our Stata syntax for each
model.
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and 2011.29 As the figure clearly illustrates, few countries banned
either form of corporal punishment during the first few decades of
our analysis. Instead, a handful of countries sporadically adopted
policies until 1990, when school policy adoption increased dramati-
cally. Home policy adoption also greatly increased during the
1990s, though most policy adoption occurred later in the decade.
Overall, the 1990s and 2000s saw the largest rise in the adoption of
each form of policy, with the highest number of policy adoptions
occurring between 2005 and 2011.

This figure illustrates important general trends and supports
our hypothesis that public (school) policies will be adopted prior
to private (home) policies (Hypothesis 2). In 1950, seven30 coun-
tries had previously adopted a policy banning corporal punish-
ment in schools, and no countries had policies outlawing corporal
punishment in the home. By 2011, over 70 countries had banned
corporal punishment in schools, and over 30 countries had out-
lawed corporal punishment in the home. This trend—increasing

0

5

10

15

20

25

30
School Policy

Home Policy

Figure 1. Number of Corporal Punishment Policies Adopted Globally, 1950–
2011. Note: Only new policy adoptions are shown; thus, the figure does not

show cumulative policy adoption.

29 Only new policy adoptions are shown; thus, the figure does not show cumulative
policy adoption.

30 As international data on several of our indicators do not exist prior to 1950, we
begin our analysis in 1950. These seven countries are thus censored and are not included in
the analysis.
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numbers of policies being adopted over time—suggests a norm
cascade (Finnemore & Sikkink 1998).

While we focus on the two forms of policies as indicators of a
similar phenomenon, these trends illuminate differences between
the two types of policies. On a global scale, countries adopted
policies pertaining to schools well before they adopted policies
pertaining to the home. Policies regarding schools are also more
than two times as prevalent as policies regarding the home. In
fact, only one country (Turkmenistan) has adopted a policy ban-
ning corporal punishment in the home but has not banned cor-
poral punishment in schools, and only one other country
(Iceland) adopted a policy pertaining to the home before adopt-
ing a policy pertaining to schools. These trends suggest that
child-friendly policies related to the public sphere—in this case,
educational institutions—are more prevalent than policies per-
taining to the private sphere of the home. To understand these
processes in more depth, we now turn to a multivariate analysis.

Multivariate Analysis

Table 3 presents discrete time hazard models of the adoption
of the two forms of policy. Models 1, 2, and 3 pertain to school
policies, while Models 4, 5, and 6 pertain to home policies. Model
7 considers home policies when the earlier adoption of a school
policy is controlled, and each of the seven models also includes
controls for the type of government, development, and time, as
explained above.

Hypothesis 1 suggested that the percentage of women in a
country’s national parliament is positively associated with the
adoption of each form of policy. As seen in Model 1, the percent-
age of women in parliament is associated with the adoption of
policies against violent discipline in schools. Each increase in the
percentage of women in parliament is associated with a 4 percent
marginal increase in the odds of adopting a school policy
(p< 0.01). The percentage of women in parliament is also signifi-
cantly associated with the odds of banning corporal punishment
in homes (p<0.001) as seen in Model 4, and this effect is particu-
larly robust across models.31

The significance of the percentage of women in parliament
falls in line with existing research that finds that having women
in parliament is associated with a host of outcomes related to
women’s and children’s well being. The relative strength of this

31 We also explored the threshold of 30% of women holding seats in the national legis-
lature. This binary indicator was significantly associated with policies banning corporal pun-
ishment in the home but not in educational institutions.
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effect on banning corporal punishment in the home also suggests
that women may be more effective at mobilizing change related
to the home—a realm traditionally associated with women—than
in educational institutions, which may be considered the domain
of men in certain countries.

We also hypothesized that more diverse countries may avoid
law as a solution to the issue of violent discipline. This hypothe-
sis is based on the idea that members of minority groups may
be especially vocal opponents of policies that invite the state into
their homes (Hypothesis 4). This hypothesis is supported, as
greater ethnolinguistic fractionalization is significantly associated
(p<0.05) with a lower likelihood of adopting an anti-corporal
punishment policy in homes (Model 5). The significant interac-
tion effect in Model 6 shows that ethnolinguistic fractionalization
is especially influential when there are more women in parlia-
ment. Indeed, there are early adopters of home policies—such
as Finland, Norway, and Denmark—where ethnolinguistic frac-
tionalization was low and the representation of women in parlia-
ment was continually increasing. At the same time, there are
ample examples of countries that have high representation of
women in parliament, high ethnolinguistic fractionalization, and
have yet to adopt policies banning corporal punishment in the
home (such as Bolivia, Tanzania, Senegal, and Canada). How-
ever, given the large conditional effects when this interaction is
introduced (which likely is the result of a relatively small num-
ber of home policies), we urge caution in interpreting it and
urge future researchers to consider whether the finding is
replicable.

Turning to global factors, we also find that aid allocated to
civil society pursuits—which includes aid provided for human
rights, women’s groups, grassroots organizations, and other
efforts that promote civil society—is associated with signifi-
cantly greater odds (p<0.01) of adopting both policies pertain-
ing to schools (Model 2) and policies pertaining to the home
(Model 5). This lends strong support to Hypothesis 5. While
this aid may have a direct effect on mobilization efforts, we
contend it more likely represents the spread of a global norm
against corporal punishment. For example, Theresa Kilbane,
Senior Advisor of Child Protection at UNICEF (Kilbane 2016),
revealed in an interview that even within UNICEF’s very
decentralized structure, in which each country’s office has sub-
stantial latitude over the focus of its efforts, there has been an
uptick in the number of countries choosing to focus on violent
discipline. Numerous scholars have found that aid is associated
with human rights outcomes, and aid is often allocated under
certain conditions (Abrams & Lewis 1993). Organizations that
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provide aid also monitor their aid recipients, suggesting close
ties to other countries and norms they propagate.32

Turning to other global factors, early ratification of the CRC
is associated with higher odds of home policy adoption. Every
year since a country has ratified the CRC increases the odds of
adopting a policy by a factor of 1.1 (p<0.001). This partially con-
firms Hypothesis 6 and illustrates the importance of the CRC.
Yet, while CRC ratification is significantly associated with the
odds of adopting a policy banning corporal punishment in the
home, it is not significantly associated with the odds of adopting
a policy banning corporal punishment in educational institu-
tions.33 This difference may be explained by most countries’ hesi-
tancy to regulate behavior in the private sphere. Formal insisting
from the CRC Committee thus may have influenced the regula-
tion of behavior in the home, though the relatively small number
of countries that have adopted such policies suggests that such
insisting is also not sufficient for policy adoption.

Contrary to Hypothesis 7, membership in INGOs34 is not sig-
nificantly associated with the adoption of either form of policy.
While this measure is correlated with time, it is also insignificant
when time is excluded from the models. Likewise, excluding aid
from the models did not bolster the INGO effect. To further
probe this finding, we examined the effects of women’s INGOs,
children’s INGOs, and health NGOs, and none was significantly
related to either policy adoption. This is surprising because
INGOs are consistently associated with the diffusion of policies in
other studies of global processes (Frank et al. 2000, 2010; Swiss
et al. 2012). One plausible explanation is that the ideas of global
civil society are being carried through many different networks,
attenuating the unique importance of INGO networks (compare

32 As previous studies have suggested a relationship between aid and quotas for
women in national legislatures (Bush 2011), we also explored an interaction. This interac-
tion is significantly associated with the adoption of policies banning corporal punishment in
the home but not in educational institutions. This suggests that increases in aid are associ-
ated with diminished effects of women in parliament. Women in parliament may, for
instance, choose to direct their efforts to other concerns if those providing aid emphasize
banning corporal punishment.

33 As some countries adopted such policies prior to the adoption of the CRC, we also
analyzed the adoption of school policies in country-years following 1990. The effect of years
since CRC ratification was not significant. Note also that the effect of CRC ratification is like-
wise not significant in models of school policy adoption when the number of years at risk,
which is moderately correlated with years since CRC ratification, is excluded.

34 We also tested the effect of International Governmental Organizations (IGOs),
measured as the number of IGOs that a country belongs to and obtained from the Yearbook
of International Organizations (various years) and logged. This measure was likewise not
significantly associated with the adoption of policies banning corporal punishment in the
home or in schools, and we exclude it from the models presented due to its very high corre-
lation with the INGO indicator.
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Hironaka 2014). Another possibility is that pressure for reform
from INGOs has become less powerful over time, and we encour-
age future researchers to explore these possibilities further.

As noted above, descriptive statistics indicated that almost all
countries that had adopted a home policy had previously
adopted a school policy. To test this in our multivariate analysis,
Model 7 includes a dichotomous variable indicating whether a
country had adopted a school policy at least one year prior to the
country-year.35 As seen in the table, previously adopting a school
policy is the strongest predictor of enacting a home policy, which
provides support for Hypothesis 3. While weaker, the effects of
the other key independent variables on home policies remain
when school policies are controlled—women in parliament, aid,
and ratifying the CRC are significant, while INGO connections
are not. This indicates that similar factors are associated with
policy adoption regardless of whether it is a first or a second
policy concerning violent discipline.

Finally, control variables yield several findings. GDP per cap-
ita is significantly associated with home policy adoption, indicat-
ing that wealthy countries are more likely to extend human
rights regulations into the home. Yet, GDP per capita is not asso-
ciated with the adoption of policies that ban corporal punishment
in educational institutions, which have been adopted in a wider
range of countries. This may indicate that developed and devel-
oping countries have somewhat different views on whether cor-
poral punishment in the home is harmful. Conversely,
democracies have higher odds of adopting policies pertaining to
schools but not to the home. Democracies may hesitate to regu-
late certain elements of the domestic sphere because such regula-
tion may be viewed as infringing on the rights of their citizens.
This also suggests that autocratic regimes may treat education as
an institution that encourages compliance and obedience.

Conclusion

Previous research has demonstrated negative consequences of
corporal punishment, such as lower math scores and less engage-
ment with school (Ogando et al. 2015). Our research reveals a
positive development—that formal condemnation of corporal
punishment is becoming a global norm. While few countries had
banned corporal punishment in either schools or homes during

35 This does not include policies that were adopted in the same year, as these were typ-
ically adopted in the same piece of legislation. Note that countries that are censored in the
school policy models (those that adopted a school policy prior to 1950) are included here.
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the first few decades of our analysis, Figure 1 illustrates that the
1990s saw a large increase in policy adoption. Policies banning
corporal punishment in schools have proliferated widely, while
policies banning corporal punishment in the home are being
adopted more slowly. School policies are a strong predictor of
home policies, and adopting a home policy prior to a school pol-
icy is very rare. These trends mirror the public/private pattern of
women’s rights reforms, suggesting that state institutions are rela-
tively more permeable than the institution of the family.

In line with this, our event history analysis of more than 150
countries between 1950 and 2011 suggests a nexus between
women’s and children’s issues. Women in parliament are associ-
ated with the adoption of anti-corporal punishment policies in
both schools and homes. Our findings are also consistent with the
idea that protecting children from violence is part of the general
anti-violence framework that feminist activists have promoted.
Most other forms of private violence have been addressed in leg-
islation, and activists and policy makers have now turned their
attention to creating norms against violent discipline (Kilbane
2016). Nevertheless, this finding is not completely obvious. At
least one study, based on surveys in nine countries, found that
women on average were no more opposed to corporal punish-
ment than men (Lansford et al. 2010).

We also find that home legislation is less likely in countries with
high levels of ethnic diversity. In countries with diverse populations,
members of minorities may support alternative ways of dealing with
violent discipline because they are concerned about the conse-
quences of greater policing of the private sphere. To be clear, this
does not indicate that members of these communities support vio-
lent discipline or that support for violent discipline varies by ethnic-
ity. Rather, it highlights the potential reluctance of minority
communities to support policies that bring the state into their
homes. We find that this effect is especially pronounced in countries
that have more women in parliament, which could mean that elite
women are particularly sensitive to the concerns raised by critical
theorists. Unfortunately, there are no public data on the ethnic
make-up of legislatures, so it is not possible to test this directly.

Our findings also have implications for understanding the
global diffusion of policies. Most notably, the receipt of interna-
tional aid is tied to the adoption of both school and home policies.
It seems unlikely that there is a direct quid pro quo relationship
between corporal punishment policies and the receipt of foreign
aid; there are likely many other human rights-related policies that
garner more attention. Rather, this finding suggests that countries
that signal respect for global reforms and international law gener-
ally are favored by donor states (see Barrett & Tsui 1999). Anti-
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corporal punishment policies are relatively easy to adopt, in part
because their enforcement is difficult to measure.

With respect to indicators of global norms, CRC ratification
does not predict school policies. Many of these policies precede
or closely coincide with CRC ratification. Our finding may indi-
cate that a global norm opposing corporal punishment prompted
both the ratification of the CRC and the adoption of the policy
within countries, as there was already a high degree of consensus
around this issue by the time the CRC was opened for ratifica-
tion. This is consistent with Hironaka’s (2015) “swarm” metaphor
for the spread of global norms. At the same time, there is a
strong connection between the ratification of the CRC and the
adoption of policies banning corporal punishment in the home.
This implies that the CRC put states under pressure to expand
child rights into the more controversial private sphere.

More INGO memberships signal dense ties to a global polity
that shapes norms and fuels reforms. Yet, links to INGOs surpris-
ingly have no significant association with the adoption of anti-
corporal punishment policies in our models. This may be a con-
sequence of the profound and rapid embrace of child rights in
the immediate post-Cold War era. The CRC was ratified more
quickly and by more countries than any other global treaty. Fur-
ther, as noted above, many school policies preceded the CRC.
Together, this implies more consensus—at least at the policy
level—than is typical for global reforms. Our finding suggests
that even states that are less connected to the world polity did
not need much prodding to adopt policies against violent disci-
pline. The lack of an association of policies with INGOs, in com-
bination with the strong association of policies with women in
parliament, could also mean that states rather than civil society
have been the primary movers of corporal punishment policy
adoption.36

At any rate, INGOs may play a vital role in holding countries
accountable for the policies they have adopted (Hafner-Burton &
Tsutsui 2005). The enforcement of policies differs from their adop-
tion. In the specific case of corporal punishment, evidence suggests
that many of the countries that adopt laws do not enforce them
(World Health Organization 2014). At the same time, the recently-
launched Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children
(2016), which brings together state and non-state organizations in

36 Measures of INGOs likewise are not able to account for the complex interplay
between INGOs and intergovernmental organizations. INGOs that work closely with cer-
tain intergovernmental organizations involved in international law (like the United Nations)
may have influenced policy adoption, though it is not possible to assess this with available
quantitative data.
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the fight to end violence against children, cites policy enactment as
one of its cores strategies. We hope that future studies will take up
the question of how the actual practice of violent discipline is
changing over time. Indeed, ongoing data collection by UNICEF
(2015) through the multi-indicator cluster surveys is paving the
way for future analyses of how policies are affecting behavior in
this sphere.

As this was the first study to assess the factors associated with
policies banning corporal punishment in the home and in
schools, this quantitative approach has provided a broad founda-
tion of knowledge regarding the general factors that are associ-
ated with policy adoption. Going forward, scholars should seek to
refine the relationships tested here and to assess the precise
mechanisms behind them. Further, change in spheres other than
law, such as education or media, must also be considered. Vio-
lence against children in schools and in homes remains a pressing
social problem, and sound sociological and legal research is vital
in better understanding corporal punishment and global efforts
to address it.

References

Abrams, Burton A. & Kenneth A. Lewis (1993) “Human Rights and the Distribution of
US Foreign Aid,” 77 Public Choice 815–21.

AidData (2016) AidDataCore_ResearchRelease_Level1_v3.0 Research Releases Dataset.
AidData. Available at: http://aiddata.org/researchdatasets (accessed 18 December
2017).

Ajrouch, Kristine J. (2007) “Global Contexts and the Veil: Muslim Integration in the
United States and France,” 68 Sociology of Religion 321–25.

Alesina, Alberto & David Dollar (2000) “Who Gives Foreign Aid to Whom and Why?,” 5
J. of Economic Growth 33–63.

Allison, Paul D. (1984) Event History Analysis: Regression for Longitudinal Event Data. (New-
bury Park, CA: Sage)

Barrett, Deborah & Amy Ong Tsui (1999) “Policy as Symbolic Statement: International
Response to National Population Policies,” 78 Social Forces 213–33.

Berkovitch, Nitza (1999) From Motherhood to Citizenship: Women’s Rights and International
Organizations. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press.

Boli, John & George M. Thomas (1999) “Introduction,” in Boli, J. & G. M. Thomas,
eds., Constructing World Culture: International Nongovernmental Organizations Since
1875. Stanford: Stanford Univ. Press. 1–12.

Bower, Carol (2015) Evaluation of the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment
Against Children. Available at: http://www.endcorporalpunishment.org/about/about-
us.html (accessed 28 August 2016).

Boyle, Elizabeth Heger (2002) Female Genital Cutting: Cultural Conflict in the Global Com-
munity. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press.

Boyle, Elizabeth Heger & Minzee Kim (2009) “International Human Rights Law, Global
Economic Reforms, and Child Survival and Development Rights,” 43 Law & Society
Rev. 455–90.

Boyle, Elizabeth H., Minzee Kim, & Wesley Longhofer (2015) “Abortion Liberalization
in World Society, 1960–2009,” 121 American J. of Sociology 882–913.

Nyseth Brehm & Boyle 229

https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://aiddata.org/researchdatasets
http://www.endcorporalpunishment.org/about/about-us.html
http://www.endcorporalpunishment.org/about/about-us.html
https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314


Budgeon, Shelley (2011) “The Contradictions of Successful Femininity: Third-Wave
Feminism, Postfeminism, and ‘New’ Femininities,” in Gill, R. & C. Scharff, eds.,
New Femininities: Postfeminism, Neoliberalism, and Subjectivity. Basingstoke: Palgrave
Macmillan. 279–92.

Burnet, Jennie E. (2008) “Gender Balance and the Meanings of Women in Governance
in Post-Genocide Rwanda,” 107 African Affairs 361–86.

Bush, Sarah Sunn (2011) “International Politics and the Spread of Quotas for Women in
Legislatures,” 65 International Organization 103–37.

Buss, Doris Elisabeth (1997) “Going Global: Feminist Theory, International Law, and
the Public/Private Divide,” in Boyd, S. B., ed., Challenging the Public/Private Divide:
Feminism, Law, and Public Policy. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press. 3–27.

Celis, Karen (2006) “Substantive Representation of Women: The Representation of
Women’s Interests and the Impact of Descriptive Representation in the Belgian
Parliament (1900–1979),” 28 J. of Women, Politics & Policy 85–114.

Chaney, Paul (2006) “Critical Mass, Deliberation and the Substantive Representation
of Women: Evidence from the UK’s Devolution Programme,” 54 Political Studies
691–714.

Childs, Sarah & Mona Lena Krook (2009) “Analysing Women’s Substantive
Representation: From Critical Mass to Critical Actors,” 44 Government and Opposition
125–45.

Collins, Patricia Hill (2000) “Gender, Black Feminism, and Black Political Economy,”
568 Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 41–53.

Committee on the Rights of the Child General Comment (2006) Committee on the Rights
of the Child General Comment 8: The Right of the Child to Protection from Corporal Punish-
ment and Other Cruel or Degrading Forms of Punishment. Available at: http://srsg.violen-
ceagainstchildren.org/document/crc-c-gc-8_369#sthash.ep3MxNYx.dpuf (accessed
18 December 2017).

Coomaraswamy, Radhika (2000) Integration of the Human Rights of Women and the Gender
Perspective. United Nations Commission on Human Rights, Economic and
Social Council. Available at: http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/0/
e29d45a105cd81438025 68be0051fcfb?Opendocument (accessed 29 December
2013).

Cossman, Brenda (2002) “Family Feuds: Neo-Liberal and Neo-Conservative Visions of
the Reprivatization Project,” in Cossman, B. & J. Fudge, eds., Privatization, Law, and
the Challenge to Feminism. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press. 169–217.

Crawford, Gordon (1997) “Foreign Aid and Political Conditionality: Issues of Effective-
ness and Consistency,” 4 Democratization 69–108.

Crenshaw, Kimberl�e Williams (1991) “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity
Politics and Violence Against Women of Color,” 43 Stanford Law Rev 1241–99.

——— (2012) “From Private Violence to Mass Incarceration: Thinking Intersectionally
About Women, Race, and Social Control,” 59 UCLA Law Rev. 1418–72.

Devlin, Claire & Robert Elgie (2008) “The Effect of Increased Women’s Representation
in Parliament: The Case of Rwanda,” 61 Parliamentary Affairs 237–54.

Dobbin, Frank, Beth Simmons, & Geoffrey Garrett (2007) “The Global Diffusion of Pub-
lic Policies: Social Construction, Coercion, Competition, or Learning?,” 33 Annual
Rev. of Sociology 449–72.

Fearon, James D (2003) “Ethnic and cultural diversity by country.” 8 Journal of economic
growth 195–222.

Fearon, James D., & David D. Laitin (2003) “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War,” 97.1
American Political Science Review 75–90.

Finnemore, Martha & Kathryn Sikkink (1998) “International Norm Dynamics and Polit-
ical Change,” 52 International Organization 887–917.

Frank, David John, Bayliss J. Camp, & Steven A. Boutcher (2010) “Worldwide Trends in
the Criminal Regulation of Sex, 1945 to 2005,” 75 American Sociological Rev. 867–
93.

230 Policies Protecting Children from Violent Discipline

https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/0/e29d45a105cd81438025
http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/0/e29d45a105cd81438025
https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314


Frank, David John, Ann Hironaka, & Evan Schofer (2000) “The Nation-State and the
Natural Environment Over the Twentieth Century,” 65 American Sociological Rev.
96–116.

Glenn, Myra (1984) Campaigns Against Corporal Punishment: Prisoners, Sailors, Women, and
Children in Antebellum America. Albany: State Univ. of New York Press.

Gran, Brian & Dawn Aliberti (2003) “The Office of the Children’s Ombudsperson: Children’s
Rights and Social-Policy Innovation,” 31 International J. of the Sociology of Law 89–106.

Grey, Sandra (2006) “Numbers and Beyond: The Relevance of Critical Mass in Gender
Research,” 2 Politics & Gender 492–502.

Hafner-Burton, Emilie M. & Kiyoteru Tsutsui (2005) “Human Rights in a Globalizing
World: The Paradox of Empty Promises,” 110 American J. of Sociology 1373–411.

Hearn, Julie (1999) Foreign Aid Democratisation and Civil Society in Africa: A Study of South
Africa, Ghana and Uganda. Available at: http://www.popline.org/node/531288
(accessed 19 March 2014).

Hironaka, Ann (2002) “The Globalization of Environmental Protection: The Case of Envi-
ronmental Impact Assessment,” 43 International J. of Comparative Sociology 65–78.

Hironaka, Ann. (2014) Greening the Globe. New York City: Cambridge Univ. Press.
Hironaka, Ann (2015) Greening the Globe: World Society and Environmental Change. New

York: Cambridge Univ. Press.
Htun, Mala & Jennifer M. Piscopo (2010) Presence Without Empowerment?: Women in

Politics in Latin America and the Caribbean. Conflict Prevention and Peace Forum,
SSRC. Available at: http://webarchive.ssrc.org/pdfs/Mala%20Htun%20and%20
Jennifer%20M.%20Piscopo_Presence%20wihout%20Empowerment_CPPF%20
Briefing%20Paper_Dec%202010_f.pdf (accessed 16 July 2014).

International Parliamentary Union (2014) Statistical Archive: Women in National
Parliaments. Available at: http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif-arc.htm (accessed 18
December 2017).

James, Spencer L., et al. (2012) “Developing a Comprehensive Time Series of GDP Per
Capita for 210 Countries from 1950 to 2015,” 10 Population Health Metrics 1–12.

Kapur, Ratna & Brenda Cossman (1996) Subversive Sites: Feminist Engagements with Law in
India. New Delhi: Sage Publications.

Keck, Margaret E. & Kathryn Sikkink (1998) Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in
International Politics. Ithaca: Cornell Univ. Press.

Kilbane, Theresa. (2016) Phone interview with [author], Thursday, February 11, 2016.
Kim, Minzee & Elizabeth Heger Boyle (2011) “Neoliberalism, Transnational Education

Norms, and Education Spending in the Developing World, 1983–2004,” 37 Law &
Social Inquiry 367–94.

Kim, Minzee, et al. (2013) “When Do Laws Matter? National Minimum-Age-of-Marriage
Laws, Child Rights and Adolescent Fertility, 1989–2007,” 47 Law & Society Rev. 589–620.

Kittilson, Miki Caul (2008) “Representing Women: The Adoption of Family Leave in
Comparative Perspective,” 70 The J. of Politics 323–34.

Knack, Stephen (2004) “Does Foreign Aid Promote Democracy?,” 48 International Studies
Q. 251–66.

Krain, Matthew. (1997) State-sponsored mass murder: The onset and severity 41 of gen-
ocides and politicides.” Journal of conflict resolution 331–360.

Lansford, Jennifer E., et al. (2010) “Corporal Punishment of Children in Nine Countries
as a Function of Child Gender and Parent Gender,” 2010 International J. of Pediatrics
1–12.

Mack-Canty, Colleen (2004) “Third-Wave Feminism and the Need to Reweave the
Nature/Culture Duality,” 16 NWSA J. 154–79.

Mahmood, Saba (2011) Politics of Piety: The Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject. Prince-
ton: Princeton Univ. Press.

Marino, Katherine M. (2014) “Transnational Pan-American Feminism: The Friendship
of Bertha Lutz and Mary Wilhelmine Williams, 1926–1944,” 26 J. of Women’s History
63–87.

Nyseth Brehm & Boyle 231

https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://www.popline.org/node/531288
http://webarchive.ssrc.org/pdfs/Mala%20Htun%20and%20Jennifer%20M.%20Pis
http://webarchive.ssrc.org/pdfs/Mala%20Htun%20and%20Jennifer%20M.%20Pis
http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif-arc.htm
https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314


Marshall, Monty, et al. (2016) Polity IV Project: Political Regime Characteristics, 1800–
2009. Center for Systemic Peace: Polity IV Project. Available at: http://www.system-
icpeace.org/inscrdata.html (accessed 18 December 2017).

McBride, Dorothy E. & Janine A. Parry (2011) Women’s Rights in the USA: Policy Debates
and Gender Roles. New York: Routledge.

Merry, Sally Engle (2006) “Transnational Human Rights and Local Activism: Mapping
the Middle,” 108 American Anthropologist 38–51.

Meyer, John W., et al. (1997) “World Society and the Nation-State,” 103 American J. of
Sociology 144–81.

Minow, Martha (1986) “Rights for the Next Generation: A Feminist Approach to Child-
ren’s Rights,” 9 Harvard Women’s Law J. 1–24.

Mkhonta, Starsky (2015) Girl (12) Given 200 Lashes by Teacher. Swazi Observer. Available
at: http://www.observer.org.sz/news/71096-girl-12-given-200-lashes-by-teacher.html
(accessed 15 July 2015).

Mohanty, Chandra Talpade (1984) “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and
Colonial Discourses,” 12 Boundary 333–58.

Moyo, Dambisa (2009) Dead Aid: Why Aid Is Not Working and How There Is a Better Way for
Africa. New York: Farrar Straus & Giroux.

Ogando Portela, et al. (2015) Corporal Punishment in Schools: Longitudinal Evidence from
Ethiopia, India Peru and Viet Nam. UNICEF Office of Research Discussion Paper No.
2015-02. Florence: UNICEF Office of Research.

Paintal, Sureshrani (2007) “Banning Corporal Punishment of Children: An ACEI Posi-
tion Paper,” 83 Childhood Education 410–13.

Paxton, Pamela, Melanie M. Hughes, & Jennifer L. Green (2006) “The International
Women’s Movement and Women’s Political Representation, 1893–2003,” 71 Ameri-
can Sociological Rev. 898–920.

Poe, Steven C. (1990) “Human Rights and US Foreign Aid: A Review of Quantita-
tive Studies and Suggestions for Future Research,” 12 Human Rights Q. 499–
512.

Ramirez, Francisco O., Yasemin Soysal, & Suzanne Shanahan (1997) “The Changing
Logic of Political Citizenship: Cross-National Acquisition of Women’s Suffrage
Rights, 1890–1990,” 62 American Sociological Rev. 735–45.

Schwindt-Bayer, Leslie A. & William Mishler (2005) “An Integrated Model of Women’s
Representation,” 67 J. of Politics 407–28.

Singer, Judith D. & John B. Willett (2003) Applied Longitudinal Data Analysis: Modeling
Change and Event Occurrence. New York: Oxford Univ. Press.

Stansell, Christine (2010) The Feminist Promise: 1792 to the Present. New York: Modern
Library.

StataCorp LP. (2014) Stata 13. College Station: StataCorp LP.
Sullivan, Donna (1995) “The Public/Private Distinction in International Human Rights

Law,” in Peters, J. & A. Wolper, eds., Women’s Rights, Human Rights: International
Feminist Perspectives. New York: Routledge. 126–34.

Swers, Michele L. (1998) “Are Women More Likely to Vote for Women’s Issue Bills
Than Their Male Colleagues?,” 23 Legislative Studies Q. 435–48.

Swiss, Liam, Kathleen M. Fallon, & Giovani Burgos (2012) “Does Critical Mass Matter?
Women’s Political Representation and Child Health in Developing Countries,” 91
Social Forces 531–58.

Swiss, Liam & Wesley Longhofer (2016) “Membership Has Its Privileges: Shared Inter-
national Organizational Affiliation and Foreign Aid Flows, 1978–2010,” 94 Social
Forces 1769–93.

Tavares, J�ose (2003) “Does Foreign Aid Corrupt?,” 79 Economics Letters 99–106.
Thomas, Sue (1991) “The Impact of Women on State Legislative Policies,” 53 The J. of

Politics 958–76.
Tierney, Michael J., et al. (2011) “More Dollars Than Sense: Refining Our Knowledge

of Development Finance Using AidData,” 39 World Development 1891–906.

232 Policies Protecting Children from Violent Discipline

https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://www.systemicpeace.org/inscrdata.html
http://www.systemicpeace.org/inscrdata.html
http://www.observer.org.sz/news/71096-girl-12-given-200-lashes-by-teacher.html
https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314


Tsutsui, Kiyoteru & Christine Min Wotipka (2004) “Global Civil Society and the Interna-
tional Human Rights Movement: Citizen Participation in Human Rights Interna-
tional Nongovernmental Organizations,” 83 Social Forces 587–620.

United Nations General Assembly (2006) Report of the Independent Expert for the United
Nations Study on Violence Against Children. Available at: http://adc.bmj.com/content/
early/2012/05/04/archdischild-2012-301648.short (accessed 7 January 2015).

Wimmer, Andreas, Lars-Erik Cederman, and Brian Min. (2009) “Ethnic politics and
armed conflict: A configurational analysis of a new global data set.” 74 American
Sociological Review 316–337.

Winterbottom, Anna, Jonneke Koomen, & Gemma Burford (2009) “Female Genital
Cutting: Cultural Rights and Rites of Defiance in Northern Tanzania,” 52 African
Studies Rev. 47–71.

World Health Organization (2014) Global Status Report on Violence Prevention. Available at:
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/status_report/2014/en/
(accessed 5 August 2016).

Wotipka, Christine Min & Kiyoteru Tsutsui (2008) “Global Human Rights and State Sov-
ereignty: State Ratification of International Human Rights Treaties, 1965–2011,”
23 Sociological Forum 724–54.

Yoo, Eunhye & Elizabeth Heger Boyle (2015) “National Human Trafficking Initiatives:
Dimensions of Policy Diffusion,” 40 Law & Social Inquiry 631–63.

Hollie Nyseth Brehm is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at The
Ohio State University. She studies the risk factors of genocide, how mass
violence unfolds, and transitional justice. Her current projects, each
funded by grants from the National Science Foundation, examine
Rwanda’s post-genocide Gacaca courts and the reentry and reintegration
of convicted perpetrators of genocide.

Elizabeth Heger Boyle is Professor of Sociology & Law at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. She studies the role of law in the realization of wom-
en’s and children’s right to health, particularly in the global south. She
has written extensively on the impetus for and impact of laws related to
female genital cutting, and considered the impact of laws on adolescent
childbearing, vaccinations, under-5 mortality, and educational enroll-
ments. Current research focuses on abortion policies globally and their
effects. Professor Boyle is the Principal Investigator of “IPUMS-DHS,”
which makes Demographic and Health Survey data more accessible to
researchers, and is funded by National Institute for Child Health and
Development Grant 2R01HD069471-06.

Supporting Information

Additional Supporting Information may be found in the online
version of this article at the publisher’s Web site:

Appendix Random effects models of adoption of corporal punish-
ment policies, 1950–2011, odds ratios.

Nyseth Brehm & Boyle 233

https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://adc.bmj.com/content/early/2012/05/04/archdischild-2012-301648.short
http://adc.bmj.com/content/early/2012/05/04/archdischild-2012-301648.short
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/status_report/2014/en
https://doi.org/10.1111/lasr.12314

