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EXTRACTS

CertaN ‘BisLe CHrisTiaNs’ have recently been condemned in Paris,
Namely, the ‘Community of Christian Hope’ under the leadership of a
Young crippled priest, Pére Massin. The event has caused a stir in

Istian circles. Numerically a tiny group, it is nevertheless sympto-

Matic of the times and it conforms to the inevitable plan of
cresy which refuses to admit the Church as a third party between the

Istian and his God. A great deal has appeared in French journals,

oth Protestant and Catholic, either encouraging or condemning this
uI}balanced community. But we take occasion here to quote only from

te Congar’s article in Témoignage Chrétien for 11th January; and
We quote at length because his words are of great moment. He wrote
Under the title “True and False Reform in the Church’:

Istory shows the vanity of any pretence at reforming the Church in
Spite of herself and of working on her from the very beginning by
Standing apart. In reality today there runs through the Church herself
3 spiritua]l movement that is very true and is nourished by a well

alanced evangelical and liturgical diet; the excesses of afew no more
tate against the movement than the accidents on the roads bar all
traffic; they remind us of the importance of rules, that is all. We must
Work within the Church in matters concerning the rules of unity and
Communion . . . We cannot do otherwise, they say, our conscience
rects us . . . Holy Scripture tells us . . . Certainly we can never go
against our conscience. But conscience can be wrong and we have a
Uty to put it right, to go to the furthest limits possible in providing
¢lays and occasions of better information. This is especially true
When the convictions at which we find ourselves arriving are in con-
flict with the witness of the people; still more when this people is the
People of saints.

ey set Jesus in opposition to the Church. But the saints who have

¢ most fully lived the life of Jesus, even to the extent of receiving
the stigmata in their bodies, are those who have belonged most fully
to the Church: St Catherine of Siena, St Francis of Assisi. Is it not suf-

Clently obvious that if we had not the Church—the Roman Catholic
urch—we should not have had for a very long time past faith in
®us Christ, God and Saviour: To set Jesus in opposition to the
urch is vain when there is nothing in the Church which prevents
our finding Jesus and living with him. There is nothing even to pre-
vent the utmost variety in the ways in which we experience and live
¢ life of Christ—the most complete poverty, the intimacy of
Married life, true liturgy, prayer. But it is clear that the Christian can
Never, in spite of this, exercise an absolute and radical autoriomy in his
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behaviour; this fullness of life, this spontancity in living, is granted
within the orbit of an essential factor of apostolicity and communion:
Christianity is tradition and communion or it is nothing. It is only it
relation to this that one can validly appeal to the movements of con-
science and of the understanding of Scripture. Every heretic without
exception, all the revolutionaries, have appealed to their conscienct
and to the Scriptures; the Fathers pointed that out. Moreover, by 2
sort of tragic logic, these very people who thus justify themselves 3
regards the great Church which they leave are soon confronted facé
to face with, or indeed find themselves in the centre of, new antagon”
ists invoking these very justifications. . . .
But for the time being the community is naturally rather welcomé
among those who uphold Scripture and conscience against the Church-
The weekly Réforme (29th December) regards them as groping the!f
way in the spirit of true ‘Bible Christians’ to the position of the
Reformed Church, led by the Bible and the Spirit of God. But, 3
Pére Congar points out, they are only making confusion more cor,
fused, introducing new fissures which perhaps it will be the task ©
years to repair. But, he concludes, these lessons from history sho
only draw from us greater brotherly love and prayers, asking the
Lord to have mercy on all. “The Church also raises her voice, at onc®
anguished and serene, severe and tender, motherly: she says “MY
children”, and she entreats them to remain or to return.’

AMEN, the journal for the American Vernacular Society (P.O. Bo*
1991, Delray Beach, Florida), carries in its autumn issue several Englis
authors—C. C. Martindale, s.J., Mgr H. F. Davis (on the Priesthood
of the Laity), Donald Attwater, L. C. Sheppard—and lengthy excerp®
from the Catholic Herald. The United States seems to be doing a great
deal in the matter of an Englished liturgy.

LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

Contributors ate encouraged to submit original MSS. or translations from the Father™
Literary Communications should be addressed to The Editor, Life of the Spirit, Blackfriat®
Oxford (Tel. 47221). The Editor cannot be responsible for the loss of MSS. submitt¢®’
and no MS. will be returned unless accompanied by a stamped addressed envelop®
Subscriptions, Orders and Communications regarding Advertisements should be addressed. 2
The Manager, Blackfriars Publications, 34 Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C.1 (Museu®
5728). Annual Subscription 17s. 6d. post free (U.S.A. $2.50). Binding: Orders and Enqui®’
f('grx‘b_inding volumes of the review may be sent to the Kemp Hall Bindery, 33 St Aldate ™

ord.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50269359300032043 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300032043

