Evaluating Social Programs

Theory, Practice, and Politics

edited by PETER H. ROSSI and WALTER WILLIAMS

A Volume in the
QUANTITATIVE STUDIES IN SOCIAL RELATIONS Series

How effective is it? would seem to be an obvious question to
ask about any social program, but, as this book illustrates,
many large-scale social programs make little provisions for
testing and evaluating their results. This collection of essays
addresses itself to three basic questions crucial to effective
social action and, consequently, to the lives of those who are
supposed to benefit from them: Why has so little high quality
evaluative research been done? What problems are involved
in developing more evaluative research and using its results
in policy making? and, What should government and social
scientists do to foster soundly conceived and executed evalu-
ative research?

The essays in this book — all of them written by leading social
scientists — throw new light on each of these questions, but
special attention is devoted to the first: i.e., the conceptual,
methodological, bureaucratic, political, and organizational fac-
tors that hinder sound evaluation. The essays, of course, deal
not only with the complexities associated with each factor, but
also with the many ways in which the factors become inter-
twined in practice. Contents include: An Overview. Evaluative
Research: Theory. Evaluative Research: Practice. Organizing
for-Large-Scale Evaluative Research.

1972, 334 pp., $10.95

The Social Organization

of Law
edited by DONALD J. BLACK and MAUREEN MILESKI

Based on the premise that the behavior of law as a system of
social control is directly dependent on social organization, this
volume establishes a framework for the comparative study of
legal processes in both past and present societies throughout
the world. The editors have systematically selected 21 repre-
sentative readings that deal with the prescription, mobiliza-
tion, and disposition of Law — and have organized these read-
ings under the following categories: theoretical strategy; law
and other forms of social control; social stratification; social
morphology; collective action; culture; legal organization. The
editors begin with an introduction describing their approach
to the sociology of law, and highlighting the empirical interest
of the readings which follow. They then present selected read-
ings from the literature of legal scholarship, anthropology,
history, political science, and sociology. These readings cover
a vast array of legal patterns ranging historically and geo-
graphicually from the legal and political organization of ancient
Rome to the legal relations of American businessmen and in-
clude information on such unusual topics as the European
witch trials, communal courts in a West African tribe, and
revolutionary law in Soviet Asia.

1973, in preparation
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New and recent from lllinois

DISCRETIONARY JUSTICE
A Preliminary Inquiry
Kenneth Culp Davis

“Kenneth Davis has thought more about how governmental power is- exercised
today and has more sensible suggestions as to how current practices should be
changed than does anyone else who has expressed his views in writing. . . . This
book is written in such an informal, readable, and stimulating style that the
really profound contribution it makes can easily be overlooked.”—Frank J. Rem-
ington, in University of Chicago Law Review. Paper, $2.45

THE INJURY INDUSTRY
and the Remedy of No-Fault Insurance
Jeffrey O’Connell

“Attorney O’Connell’s informative response to the insurance industry’s unhallowed
Jekyll and Hyde relationship with its clients and large numbers of tort-engrossed
members of the bar should be required reading for every lawmaker in the land.

. It is a succinct description of how old concepts of the law have mutated
in ways quite contrary to principles of justice or even what men today think is
either fair or compatible with [present-day] realities.”—George Fox Mott, in Annals
of the American Academy of Political and Social Science. Paper, $2.95

LAW, POLITICS, AND BIRTH CONTROL

C. Thomas Dienes

Tracing the historical development of American birth control policy, Dienes ex-
amines the dynamics through which the legal system responds to the demands
of a changing society. He focuses on the interplay of courts and legislatures with
each other and with changing social interests: Anthony Comstock’s morality,
Margaret Sanger’s feminism, modern demands for publicly supported family plan-
ning, and the search for a population policy. $15.00

THE SUPREME COURT AND SOCIAL SCIENCE
Paul L. Rosen

The first full-length study of the Court’s use of social science in the epoch-making
desegregation case of 1954 (the Brown decision), its traditional use of extralegal
materials, and its subsequent and potential uses of social science. In order to
provide a legal and sociological appreciation of the vital relationship between the
social sciences and constitutional law, Rosen traces and analyzes the Court’s use
of Social Darwinism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the development
and impact of the Brandeis brief, and the subsequent development of a more
“realistic’” jurisprudence leading to the Brown case. $9.50

LAWYERS BEFORE THE WARREN COURT
Civil Liberties and Civil Rights, 1957-66
Jonathan D. Casper

A study of the recruitment and goals of attorneys in private practice who argued
civil liberties and civil rights cases before the Supreme Court during that period
of rapid social change from 1957 to 1966. Casper differentiates three types of
attorneys in this group, discusses the varying areas of litigation in which they
participated, and suggests that understanding different styles of lawyering — of
recruitment, of motivations for pursuing litigation, of goals — is useful in further
understanding the process by which courts are given opportunities to make p:licy.

9.50
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