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whether a language so remote from his own can be rendered just‘ly
by so biassed and unintelligent a translator.

Nevertheless some good Tao-isms come through these barriets
and the version is useful in its presentation and quite happﬂ)’
phrased. 1t is a text which those who are interested in the presed
universal ‘mysticism’ popularised by Aldous Huxley should acquit®
and study. It reveals many of the weaknesses and the attractions ©
this new religion, which elaims Laotzu for one of its prophets. The
candour of the translator will lead the student to analyse with tbe
hel)y oi this text present day Taoism rather than the words of &0
ancient Cuinese sage. CoNrap PepLER, 0.1

Tne Racrickers’ Priest. By Joseph A. Mulling, C.S.Sp. (;\Lercier
~ Press, Cork; 6s). .
In January 1931 Jean Ivederic lLamy tfinally abandoned i
attempt to found a new religious congregation which would devot?
itself to the needs of French youth. His last apostolic effort ended
failure. After his death in 1981 the congregation revived and, as
foretold by the founder, since 1941 has been established at QOurscandy
under the protection of the Cistercians. lhese ‘Servants of Jests
and Mary’ are quietly being trained for an apostolate among Frenc
youth, and only time will show the part it is to play in the gre?
work for youth being carried out by the Church in France. Ip
inspiration it would seem to be one of those foundations due to th?f
special intervention of our Lady whose constant appearances all OV‘?l
the world in these days are one of the significant facts of moder”
history. ,
Indeed Fr Lamy’s whole life seems to have been influenced l?j
visions of our Lady from that of the Immaculate Conception !
1863 until he died with her name on his lips. There were the VlSl";}e
of our Lady and Satan, disputing; the commaund given to set up bh
shrine of Notre Dame du Bois; the weeping statue, and many othe! y
For Fr Lamy did very many things before his final failure. *.°-
fifteen years he ran an Institute for the young in the iudusm‘ln_
district of Troyes, then after a brief attempt at founding an orpha
age, he worked for the ragpickers of St Ouen for eight years. F
as curé at La Corneuve until 1923 he devoted himself wholly to
service of the poor, indifferent peasants and those inert souls proug
to the parish by an encroaching industrialisin. This is the life 9-0
poor French priest with all the wondrous devotion and self-sac™™
of which that class is capable. Yet an extraordinary in’cerverlfilont1 e
the supernatural in his life seems certain, and without dou at.
evidence will one day be submitted to the Church’s ]Udgmefuly
Certainly the apparitions are remarkable, sometimes almost play of
but significant. Our Lady condemns Modernism, the decﬁ{); ds,
family life, the desecration of Sunday, the insubordination of ml

inally’
the
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all things which the good curé would deplore. 1t is only fifteen years
Sice Iy Lamy died and it would seem that once again we have
Manifest evidence of the intimate workings of the supernatural in
the ordinary life of the Church. DamiaN MacratH, O.P.

Poe Vrigar axp 1HE Soxe. By S. M. C. and L. M. ANDERSON.
(Chatto and Windus; 6s.)
. This skilfully contrived tale of the Dissolution of the Monasteries
In Deyvon recreates more effectively than many historical tomes the
Suf:fel'illgs and endurance of the unhappy vietims of Henry VI1II's
rehgious innovations. And in Robin Hackworthy, the reputed
Chaggeling, who is more reminscent of Francis of Assisi than of
obin Goodfellow, S. M. C. has created an enchanting character,
Worthy successor of Brother Petroc. His simplicity, his deep appre-
“ation of the loveliness in nature and his worship of God in poetic
Sutburst counterbalance the grimness of the sufferings of the ejected
eligious. Although Robin, whom even his kinsfolk suspected of
Jing g faery-child, dominates the story, there are several outstand-
g characters. The general picture of village and monastic life in
’8von on the eve of, and during, the Dissolution of the Monasteries
IS effective and, as in 8. M. C.’s previous novels, many vignettes,
Such as the wedding procession of the Lady Margaret Howard, a
Meeting of g Stannary Parliament at Crockern Tor, and the pillaging
of rBuckfa,st, are particularly telling.
, here is, as one would expect from the author of Brother Petroc’s
heturn, a vivid account of medieval religious life, in the Cistercian
bbey of Buckfast, where Robin's nephew, John Hackworthy, be-
%ame g monk, and in the Cannonsleigh Priory of Augustinian
Czajnomes.ses, where Lizz Brownrigg of Robin’s village became Sister
Lhzabeth, Around these two, each a rugged and forceful character,
8 centred the account of the loss of their religious homes. Even to
those well-learned in this period of history, this account of the des-
Tuction of the monasteries will give a fuller realisation of the suffer-
lngs it involved for those who remained faithful to their vows.
the poetic title of the novel is not misleading for there is, as
a11“eamdy indicated, a gracious relief in the poetic outpourings of the
ery-like Robin who found in the strange Hermit of Mis Tor a
“end who loved God and could rejoice in his songs of the loveliness
od’s creatures. One hopes that this novel will have as wide a
R“lblic as ‘Brother Petroc’ and that many will listen to Robin singing
The song of the Maker of Heaven and earth’. K. M.

LETTBI«JRS vroM Rusu GreeN. By John C. Heenan. (Burns Oates;
8. 6d.)

tth has ofen been remarked that in these hectic days we have lost
e.e art of letter-writing, as, for instance, it was practised in the
;ghtgenth century. And how tiresome a lengthy letter can be when
le iy occupied with many ithings. Father Joseph Sinclair, the
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